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New Delhi, Sep 12 (GNS) 
The Delhi Police on Sunday 
said they are in contact with 
the families of two suspects in 
the alleged killing of National 
Conference leader Trilochan 
Singh Wazir, whose partially 
decomposed body was found 
in a fl at in the national capital 
a few days ago.

The body of 67-year-old 
Wazir with the head wrapped 
in a plastic bag was found 
last Thursday in a washroom 
of the fl at which was taken 
on rent by his acquaintance 
Harpreet Singh (31), a native 
of Amritsar.A post-mortem 
report stated that he was 
shot dead.Wazir had arrived 

in Delhi on September 2 and 
was staying with Harpreet 
Singh and his friend Harmeet 
Singh at their rented fl at in 
the Basai Darapur area. Both 
Harpreet and Harmeet are 

absconding.“Our team is in 
Jammu and we are in con-
tact with the families of the 
suspects. We have teams in 
Punjab also,” a senior police 
offi cer said.Meanwhile, Har-

meet Singh, in a post on Face-
book, claimed that he had 
killed Wazir after fi ring at his 
head following a heated argu-
ment and there was no role of 
Harpreet. Harmeet claimed 
that Wazir had planned to kill 
him and his son.

A police staff had earlier 
said, “We have substantial 
leads in the case and our 
teams are working on them. 
In a complaint from the de-
ceased’s brother, four people 
have been named.But as of 
now, we are focusing on the 
two prime suspects. We are 
looking into all the allegations 
raised by the family and prob-
ing the case from all angles.”                

IN CONTACT WITH FAMILIES OF 2 SUSPECTS 
IN KILLING OF NC LEADER TRILOCHAN 

WAZIR: DELHI POLICE

DALIT BANDHU AMOUNT BEING DEPOSITED IN 
BANK ACCOUNTS OF BENEFICIARIES

Boneless - 428

Hyderabad, Sep 12 (GNS) 
The pathbreaking Telangana 
Dalit Bandhu aimed at eco-
nomic empowerment of the 
Dalit community has made 
a great start in Huzurabad 
Assembly constituency with 
the Rs 10 lakh assistance 
amount under the scheme 
already parked in the bank 
accounts of at least 13,000 of 
the 24,000-plus beneficiaries 
identified in the constitu-
ency.The depositing of the 
money in the beneficiaries’ 
bank accounts gathered mo-
mentum with the comple-
tion of the survey of eligible 

families in the constituency.
Speaking to Telangana To-
day, District Collector RV 
Karnan said the number of 
beneficiairy families that had 
already received the money 
in their bank accounts had 
touched 13,000.

With the State government 
selecting Huzurabad Assem-
bly constituency to imple-
ment Telangana Dalit Bandhu 
scheme on a pilot basis, the 

district administration carried 
out the benefi ciaries’ survey 
from August 27 to September 
3.Besides family details, the 
survey also sought to know 
from the benefi ciaries the area 
of business they were planning 
the invest the money.

Though the banks also 
participated in the survey to 
gather details of beneficiaries 
and open new bank accounts 
in the names of beneficiairies 

for Telangana Dalit Bandhu, 
some banks took a little more 
time to complete the process.
As a result, the district admin-
istration could not deposit 
the Rs 10 lakh into the ac-
counts of all the beneficiaries 
totalling 24,269 Dalit families 
identified in the survey.

Of the Rs 2,200 crore released 
by the State government to 
implement the scheme in Hu-
zurabad, only Rs 1,300 crore 

was deposited in the accounts 
of benefi ciaries. “The delay 
was on account of the time 
taken to open bank accounts,” 
a district offi cial said.

The district administation, 
however, is facing a problem 
of sorts in finalising the kind 
of businesses the beneficia-
ries should invest their mon-
ey since most of the selected 
field of business activity by 
the Dalits was the same.For 
instance, 3,500 beneficiaries 
want to invest the money in 
purchasing cars while 3,200 
dalits are keen on getting 
tractors.

New Delhi, Sep 12 (GNS) Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi Sun-
day attacked the government 
over the issue of employment, 
saying the difference between a 
week off and a working day has 
ended under this dispensation 
as “there are no jobs”.

Taking to Twitter, Gandhi 
tagged a media report on US 
auto major Ford deciding to stop 
vehicle manufacturing in India 
which quoted an industry insid-
er as saying that over 4,000 small 
fi rms could shut down.

“The ‘development’ under the 
BJP government is such that the 
difference between Sunday and 

Monday has ended,” Gandhi 
said in a tweet in Hindi.

“When there are no jobs, how 
does it matter whether it is Sun-
day or Monday!” the former 
Congress chief said.

UTTARAKHAND CONGRESS MLA 
RAJKUMAR JOINS BJP

New Delhi, Sep 12 (GNS) India 
and Australia discuss the prevail-
ing crisis in Afghanistan, mari-
time security in the Indo-Pacifi c 

region and cooperation in mul-
tilateral formats on Saturday in 
New Delhi.India on Saturday 
hosted the fi rst-ever 2+2 min-

isterial dialogue in New Delhi 
with Australia. Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh and External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar met 
Australian counterparts -- De-
fence Minister Peter Dutton and 
Moreign Minister Marise Payne 
-- and discussed the crisis in Af-
ghanistan arising out of Taliban 
takeover.After in-depth discus-
sion on bilateral and regional is-
sues, Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh said that the 2+2 dialogue 
signifi es the importance of the 
India-Australia Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership.

RAHUL GANDHI 
ATTACKS GOVERNMENT 

OVER ‘JOB LOSSES’

PM MODI TO ADDRESS UNGA 
ON SEPTEMBER 25

New Delhi, Sep 12 
(GNS) Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi will address 
the UN General Assembly 
on September 25, accord-
ing to the revised provi-
sional list of speakers re-
leased by the UN.

There were attempts to 
shift PM Modi’s address to 
Friday when the Pakistan 
PM Imran Khan is also 
slated to speak. US Presi-
dent Joe Biden will deliver 
his UNGA address on Sep-
tember 21.PM Modi could 
also participate in the fi rst 
in-person Quadrilateral 
Summit with Biden, Japa-
nese PM Yoshihide Suga 

and Australian PM Scott 
Morrison. Suga and Mor-
rison are also slated to 
speak at the UNGA which 
means they will be in New 
York during the high level 
segment of the UNGA.Be-

sides bilaterals with the 
three Quad leaders, in-
cluding one currently be-
ing scheduled with Biden, 
PM Modi could also hold 
a roundtable with Ameri-
can CEOs.

INDIA LOGS 28,591 NEW 
COVID-19 CASES IN 

LAST 24 HOURS
New Delhi, Sep 12 (GNS)  India 

recorded 28,591 new COVID-19 
cases in the last 24 hours, taking 
the cumulative covid count to 
3,32,36,921, the Union Health Min-
istry informed on Sunday.

Presently, there are 3,84,921 ac-
tive cases in the country. In the 
last 24 hours, 20,487 cases of COV-
ID-19 were reported in Kerala only.

According to the ministry, a total 
of 338 people succumbed to the 
coronavirus infection in the last 24 
hours, taking the overall death toll 
to 4,42,655 in the country.

As a sign of relief, India recorded 
34,848 recoveries in the past 24 
hours and the recovery tally has 
gone up to 3,24,09,345. Currently, 
the overall recovery rate in the 
country stands at 97.51 per cent.
The daily positivity rate of the 
country stands at 1.87 per cent 
while the weekly positivity rate is 
2.17 per cent.India has substan-
tially ramped up its COVID-19 test-
ing capacity wherein over 54 crore 
tests have been conducted so far.

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu visiting Sri 
Aurobindo Ashram, in Puducherry. (PIB) 
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The reconquest of Afghanistan is sweet comfort for 
the Taliban following their military defeat in 2001. 
For the Taliban, who had famously said: ‘While 
Americans have the watches, we have the time’, 
things have come full circle.Pakistan’s contribution 
to its return to power is of no small amount. This 
is bound to fuel hostile relations between India and 
Pakistan, already at a low due to India’s reading 
down of Article 370. Pakistan has tried to keep Af-
ghanistan out of bounds for India.
In 2007, Foreign Secretary Nirupama Rao negotiated 
with her Pakistani counterpart Riaz Khan the inclu-
sion of Afghanistan as the ninth item in the compos-
ite dialogue, but the Pakistan Army never let it be 
implemented, saying that “it would legitimise India’s 
role in Afghanistan.”
Islamabad has done everything in its power to keep 
New Delhi on the fringes in Afghanistan, persuading 
Americans to keep India out. President Ghani initial-
ly placed India at the outermost circle of his policy 
of concentric circles as per the power they wielded. 
Similarly, Russia, at Pakistan’s behest, ensured India 
was excluded from the Moscow-led extended troika 
of China, the US and Pakistan by saying that New 
Delhi could not infl uence the Taliban.
Lately, though, the External Affairs Ministry spokes-
person has begun describing India as Afghanistan’s 
‘neighbour’, but now it is an outlier.
Crisis-prone India-Pakistan relations have witnessed 
several interventions by the US, the USSR and the 
UK. To avoid third-party mediation and following 
the Simla Agreement, India and Pakistan opened up 
a backchannel initially between diplomats and later 
institutionalised between the NSAs. It was the Sat-
inder Lambah-Tariq Aziz backchannel from 2004-07 
that produced the four-point formula on Kashmir 
which was the closest the two countries have reached 
in resolving the dispute. Pakistan has not always had 
an NSA after Maj Gen Mohamad Durrani was sacked 
for identifying one of the terrorists in the Mumbai at-
tack. Sartaj Aziz was appointed NSA in 2013-15, fol-
lowed by two retired generals — Janjua and Lodhi — 
with diplomat Haroon briefl y in between.
The backchannel has also witnessed variations: di-
rect talks between the ISI and R&AW; between the ISI 
and the NSA. It is believed that NSA Ajit Doval met 
Pakistan Army Chief General Bajwa in London last 
year following his presentation at the Islamabad se-
curity dialogue where he mentioned the shift from 
geo-politics to geo-economics and urged India to 
bury the past. The UAE Ambassador to the US, Yousef 
al Otarba, admitted that it was mediating — what he 
meant was facilitating — between India and Pakistan 
for a healthy and functional relationship. Doval and 
ISI’s Lt Gen Faiz Hameed negotiated the February 25 
ceasefi re agreement in Dubai.
Whenever there is any blip of optimism in bilateral 
relations, it is usually due to the backchannel. Paki-
stan’s youthful and loquacious NSA Moeed Yusuf 
confi rmed publicly that India had sought the back-
channel which sired the ceasefi re. This is highly plau-
sible, given India’s intent to defuse the two-front situ-
ation after PLA intrusions along the LAC. Adrian Levy 
and Cathy Scott Clark, co-authors of the Spy Stories-
Inside Secret World of RAW and ISI, confi rm that the 
backchannel was operational before 2018-19.
India did not believe the ISI when it told New Delhi 
that it was not responsible for the Pulwama attack 
and went on to bomb Balakot. It was the Jaish-e-
Mohammad which carried out Pulwama, Pathankot 
and Uri strikes earlier as the Lashkar-e-Taiba was ly-
ing low after Hafeez Saeed was put under house ar-
rest. For some time, the authors acted as a conduit 
of operational intelligence exchange between the two 
sides. They claim they had unprecedented access to 
top intelligence actors of both countries.Success via 
the backchannel has encouraged bonhomie. Prime 
Minister Modi wished Imran Khan on his country’s 
national day, followed by ‘get well’ wishes after he 
contracted Covid-19. Khan told Modi that he looked 
forward to a result-oriented dialogue.
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HOW TALIBAN’S RETURN CAN 
FUEL INDO PAK HOSTILITY

The term Indo-Pacific 
as an interconnected 
space has become 

current only within the last 
decade. Hitherto, the Indian 
and the Pacific Oceans were 
considered as separate cat-
egories, each with its own 
characteristics and chal-
lenges.

With the emergence of 
East Asia, South East Asia 
and later China, as dynam-
ic economies and trading 
powers, the Asian littoral of 
the Pacific Ocean gathered 
greater salience and the 
term Asia-Pacific reflected 
this. India, though an Asian 
power, was not included in 
the definition of Asia Pacific.

When Asia Pacifi c Econom-
ic Conference (APEC) came 
into being, India did not fi nd 
a place in it. The term Indo-
Pacifi c refl ects the growing 
salience of India’s economic 
and security profi le, extend-
ing beyond the Indian Ocean 
into the western Pacifi c. The 
most dynamic component of 
India’s external economic re-
lations is the East and South 
East Asia.

India’s security partner-
ships with countries in this 
region, including the US, 
Japan, Australia and several 
ASEAN countries, have also 
expanded signifi cantly. If 
China is said to becoming an 
Indian Ocean power, India is 
becoming a Pacifi c power.

It is the inclusion of India 
which provides the rationale 
for the use of the term Indo-
Pacifi c but there is still no 
general acceptance of this 
term. It remains contested. 
There are also certain linger-
ing ambiguities relating to 
it.While the inclusion of India 
in what was earlier known as 
Asia-Pacifi c is accepted, there 
is still no consensus over the 
geographical scope of Indo-
Pacifi c. The US describes it as 

stretching from ‘Bollywood 
to Hollywood’, which means 
that it does not stretch be-
yond the western shores of 
India. This is also the area 
which falls under the re-
sponsibility of the US Pacifi c 
Command. Beyond this to the 
west, from Pakistan onwards, 
is the responsibility of the US 
Central Command.

This is also the defi nition 
adopted by Australia, which 
sees Indo-Pacifi c as the geo-
political space book-ended 
by itself and India. India and 
Japan have put forward a 
more expansive view of Indo-
Pacifi c, stretching from the 
Pacifi c Ocean littoral to the 
eastern shores of Africa.

This may suggest a more 
inclusive defi nition but is de-
void of real operational sig-
nifi cance. In practice, India, 
too, acts as if, at least for the 
present, it is the more lim-
ited version of the platform 
which is relevant.India’s in-
sistence that Indo-Pacifi c 
must acknowledge ‘ASEAN 
centrality’ and be taken for-
ward through ASEAN-led 
institutions and processes 

must be understood as most-
ly rhetorical.In taking this 
stand, India was responding 
to concerns within ASEAN 
that the Indo-Pacifi c concept 
may end up marginalising its 
economic and security role 
in the region.

China and Russia have re-
acted negatively to the new 
terminology because they 
perceive it as directed to-
wards containing their pres-
ence and infl uence in the 
western Pacifi c.

They link Indo-Pacifi c with 
the emergence of ‘Quad’, 
which is constituted by India, 
Japan, Australia and the US to 
undertake consultations on 
security issues in the region 
and to promote closer coop-
eration.

According to them, Quad is 
emerging as an ‘Asian NATO’ 
aimed at containment of 
China and Russia. As with 
the concept of Indo-Pacifi c, 
Quad constitutes a new ele-
ment in the regional security 
architecture only because of 
India’s inclusion.The other 
three partners are already al-
lies of the US and participate 

in the military alliance led by 
it. India has so far resisted the 
institutionalisation of Quad, 
arguing that it is a consulta-
tive forum no different from 
others it is a part of, such as 
the India-China-Russia tri-
lateral, BRICS or even the 
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO). In fact, the 
SCO has an explicit secu-
rity agenda which Quad has 
avoided so far.

There is no doubt that for 
each of the Quad countries, it 
is China which constitutes the 
key challenge and the group 
coming together is a coun-
tervailing coalition aimed at 
constraining the expansion 
of Chinese power.While India 
has close security arrange-
ments bilaterally with each of 
its Quad partners, these have 
not been multilateralised.

They proceed on parallel 
tracks and not on an inte-
grated track, as would be the 
case in a full-fl edged military 
alliance. The Malabar mari-
time exercises are an excep-
tion since India, the US and 
Japan participate in them to 
develop operational coor-

dination among their naval 
forces. Australia has so far not 
been invited to these exercis-
es. When it does, it will signal 
a deliberate upgrade of Quad.

India has been shy of con-
veying that Quad is an es-
sential component of its 
Indo-Pacifi c strategy but one 
cannot see how this may be 
camoufl aged. As Chinese 
presence and naval activity 
in the Indian Ocean expands, 
India may have no option but 
to upgrade Quad.

By participating in a recent 
Quad meeting at the minis-
terial level for the fi rst time, 
India is acknowledging that 
its own economic and naval 
capabilities are not suffi cient 
to match Chinese power. It 
needs powerful partners.In-
dia has to balance this objec-
tive with its declared Act East 
policy which has relations 
with ASEAN at its centre. ASE-
AN members have a dense 
economic and commercial 
relationship with China. They 
are also fearful of China’s 
growing power.

They do not wish to be 
caught in a cross-fi re be-
tween China and the US or 
China and India. It is for 
this reason that India has 
pursued a policy which 
may seem ambiguous and 
even contradictory at times.
Deeper partnership with 
ASEAN makes sense because 
this strengthens ASEAN’s 
room for manoeuvre vis-à-
vis China, and this suits our 
interests. Projecting Quad as 
only a consultative mecha-
nism without any intent to 
downgrade the role of ASE-
AN is also aimed at dispel-
ling the perception that it is 
likely to embroil its members 
in a growing confrontation 
between the US and China 
and India and China. As the 
power of China grows, how-
ever, Quad is likely to fi gure 
more prominently in Indian 
strategic calculations.

INDIA’S PLACE IN ‘INDO PACIFIC’
OUR INFLUENCE IS EXPANDING, BUT THE TERM IS DEVOID 

OF  REAL OPERATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

DYNASTY DRAGS CONG CREDIBILITY QUOTIENT DOWN
The Congress did rather well in Haryana and much better than expected in Maharashtra as well, but no thanks 

to the Gandhis. Their absence possibly helped. The worm has been turning and the age when Congressmen and 
women prostrated before the Gandhis is possibly drawing to an end. It has become clear that the family brings 

no charisma to the table and electorally could be a liability.

Rahul Gandhi’s fre-
quent meditation 
tours make him the 

butt of jokes not just of the 
Opposition but also the 
Congress party itself. The 
fact that Rahul has gone 
off (again) on a meditation 
retreat, reportedly to In-
donesia, even as the Con-
gress starts preparation for 
nationwide protests on the 
economic slowdown be-
tween November 5 and 15 
only adds to the tragicom-
edy. As is now well known, 
before the Haryana and 
Maharashtra Assembly elec-
tions too, he had gone to 
Cambodia for meditation.

He’s obviously discovered 
something special in South 
East Asia, never mind that 
the world (including the 
Beatles in the 60s) comes 
to India for meditation. It’s 
possible that he meditates 
in foreign locales in order 
to preserve his privacy, but 
in the end, it just adds up 
to the image of a direction-
less, confused not-so-young 
man. Certainly not an indi-
vidual who can lead people.
Congress leaders themselves 
have a stock of self-dep-
recating jokes such as the 
meditation helped because 
it gave Rahul Gandhi the in-
sight that led him to do mini-
mal campaigning for the last 
round of the Assembly polls. 
The emails that are sent to 
accredited journalists from 

the office of Rahul Gandhi 
reveal that he stepped out to 
campaign on just three days 
in October. On the 13th, he 
had three public meetings in 
Maharashtra (one in Latur 
and two in Mumbai). On the 
14th, he had on meeting in 
Haryana’s Nuh district. On 
October 15, he had two pub-
lic meetings in Yavatmal and 
Wardha of Maharashtra. And 
then the campaign stopped. 
The Congress did rather well 
in Haryana and much better 
than expected in Maharash-
tra as well, but no thanks 
to the Gandhis. Their ab-
sence possibly helped. The 
worm has been turning and 
the age when Congressmen 
and women prostrated be-
fore the Gandhis is possibly 
drawing to an end. It has 
become clear that the fam-
ily brings no charisma to the 
table and electorally could 
be a liability. The purpose of 
their continuation at the top 
of the Congress hierarchy 
now appears to be two-fold. 
They guarantee the survival 
of CWC (Congress Working 
Committee) members who 
are unlikely to win a popular 
mandate. And the Gandhis 
guarantee jobs and purpose 
for themselves. They have 
staff who get salaries and an 
entire structure trained to 
run around them. Currently, 
Sonia Gandhi, as Congress 
president, is entitled to the 
accoutrements of office but 

since he quit (at that very 
moment when the Con-
gress ship crashed), surely 
Rahul should not have any-
thing beyond the perks of 
an ordinary MP? But there 
is staff and structure for the 
ex-president and journalists 
still get statements about his 
activities as if the party ex-
pects him to suddenly return 
when his mood improves. 

There is of course the 
question of who would re-
place the Gandhis. There 
have been enough signals 
from Congressmen that 
some would put their hats in 
the ring should the opportu-
nity for a real election arise. 
The counter-argument is 
that there are so many fac-
tions in the Congress that 
some leaders would rather 
go with the Gandhis than an 
individual who their faction 
could be opposed to. This 
argument presumes that 
the Congress is incapable 
of the sort of reconciliation 
and change necessary for 
a leadership change that 
happens in political parties, 
be it in India or in western 
democracies. It is a sad self-
defeating argument. Yes, 
India has family-run par-
ties, but they succeed when 
the next generation has the 
hunger for power and are 
full-timers in politics. We 
shall really never know un-
less the Gandhis actually 
let go and leave the party to 

find its feet. For, between 
Rahul and Sonia, there is 
Priyanka Gandhi who never 
held any public office till she 
became Congress general 
secretary in charge of half of 
Uttar Pradesh a few months 
before the Lok Sabha polls. 
She recently had a three-
day workshop in Rae Bareli 
(her mother’s Lok Sabha 
seat) and the buzz is that she 
‘really wants to’ revive the 
party and is inclined to go 
it alone in the state that has 
Assembly elections in early 
2022. All that Priyanka has 
to do to revive the Congress 
in Uttar Pradesh is to pitch 
herself as the Chief Minister 
candidate and shift to Luc-
know to rebuild the party 
structure. That will at least 
give a new narrative and cre-
ate a buzz around the party 
that has not been in power 
in the nation’s most popu-
lous state for three decades. 
Living in the state should 
be a minimal requirement 
for anyone hoping to revive 
the party. In an age where 
the world is moving at the 
speed of fast-changing tech-
nology, when India has one 
of the youngest populations 
in the world, why should 
the Congress dynasty imag-
ine that the past guarantees 
the future? What people do 
respect is consistent hard 
work on the ground (as NCP 
chief Sharad Pawar showed 
in the Maharashtra polls). 

It’s clear that the country 
needs an opposition and 
the Congress is best posi-
tioned to fill that space na-
tionally, while regional par-
ties remain potent forces 
in many states. The voters 
in Haryana and Maharash-
tra sent the message that 
in spite of the election ma-
chinery of the BJP, there is 
a space for the opposition. 
The Congress has done well 
to indicate that it is ready 
to be a junior partner to the 
JMM in Jharkhand, which 
has state elections starting 
on November 30. Then the 
first big election of 2020 will 
take place in Delhi and will 
be a battle royale between 
AAP and BJP. It’s not clear 
where the Congress fits in, 
particularly after the death 
of its three-term Delhi Chief 
Minister Sheila Dikshit.The 
question mark over the na-
tional leadership of the Con-
gress hangs over the future 
of the party. The dynasty, 
with its one foot in, one foot 
out, is dragging the Con-
gress down on the national 
credibility quotient. Should 
Rahul really want out, then 
he and his mother must in-
struct the party to stop treat-
ing him as the leader who 
may return.If Priyanka really 
wants in, then she should 
move to Uttar Pradesh and 
fight full time. Be a full-tim-
er or don’t waste our time, 
as brother Rahul did.
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Katanguru Ramgopal Reddy honoured 
with VIBGYOR award

Hyderabad, Sept 12: 
Lion Katanguru Ramgo-
pal Reddy has been 
honoured with the State-
level award ‘VIBGYOR’ 
for the sixth consecutive 
year from 2016 in a pro-
gramme held in Hotel 
Marriott in Hyderabad 
on Sunday.The Award 
was presented to Lion 
Ramgopal Reddy by for-
mer International Di-
rector Sunil Kumar and 
former Multiple Council 
Chairman Lion Prabha-
karan Mohan for being 
the best District Com-
municator.After receiv-
ing the award, Ramgopal 
Reddy thanked former 
District Governor Mul-
tiple Vice Chairman 

Tammera Lakshmi Nara-
simha Rao for rendering 

advice besides the mem-
bers of the various Lions 

Clubs in the erstwhile 
Warangal District and 
the members of the Tric-
ity Club.

District Governor 
Mucha Raji Reddy, 
Vice District Governors 
Kanna Parashuramulu, 
N.Venkateswara Rao, 
Past Multiple Secretary 
Potlapalli Srinivasa Rao, 
Past District Gover-
nors Pokala Chander, 
K.Govinda Raj, Cabinet 
members T.Venkat 
Reddy, T.Vishweshwar 
Rao, Ch.Prasad, Dr Ajith 
Kumar, K.Rajamouli, 
A.Mahesh Kumar, Chan-
drashekhar Arya, K.Venkat 
Reddy, N.Sudhakar 
Reddy, and Thirunagari 
Narender congratulated 
Lion Ramgopal Reddy on 
the occasion. 

Hyderabad, Sept 12: 
“Corona pandemic 
wreaked havoc not only 
affecting normal life but 
also the food supply chain. 
Mizoram though a small 
State with many natural 
biodiversity spots too has 
got affected by Corona 
pandemic as the State 
depends mostly for com-
modities on neighbour-
ing other States causing 
a lot of hardships for the 
common man,” said Vice 
Chancellor of Mizoram 
Central University Prof. 
K.R.S.Sambasiva Rao.

Delivering inaugural 
address in India, Ukraine 
and Greater Mekong Sub-
Regional International 
Webinar-2021 jointly orga-
nized by FATER Academy 
of India, Mizoram Cen-
tral University, Institute 
of Agrarian Economics of 
Ukraine, The Association 
of Researchers of Thailand 
and the University of Man-
agement and Economics 
of Cambodia  on “Chal-
lenges and Threats Post-
Pandemic Developments 
concerned with Agricultur-
al Sector on Sunday, Vice 
Chancellor Prof.Samba-

siva Rao said,  “When sup-
ply of food chain has been 
held up, many people have 
been deprived of nutritious 
food.”

Stating that India has 
managed to restore the 
supply of food chain, Prof.
Rao said that agricultural 
labourers lost their jobs 
because of migration from 
their workplace and added 
that the Indian govern-
ment had been making 
efforts to provide agricul-
tural rural employment.

Participating as the chief 
guest, former Director of 
Horticulture of DRDA Pad-
masri Dr Brahma Singh 
said, “Agriculture sector 
is the backbone of human 
life. A huge population is 
directly or indirectly con-
nected or involved with 
agriculture in produc-
tion, processing, storage, 
transportation, marketing, 
distribution and cater-
ing. Stating that agricul-
ture is labour-intensive, 

Dr Brahma Singh said that 
agriculture was the most 
affected sector in India, 
Prof. Brahma Singh said 
that the corona pandemic 
had adversely affected 
production and marketing 
through labour and logisti-
cal constraints.

He further said that edu-
cation was another sector 
that had been very much 
affected and shifted to 
virtual teaching and ques-
tioned about the research 
that had been left out.

He suggested to the 
government to engage 
the services of women in 
the countryside in value-
addition activities such 
as processing through 
SHGs. In order to pro-
tect the livelihood of the 
people associated with 
agriculture, the govern-

ment should increase 
spending on social safety 
nets and provide low in-
terest loans, he added. 
Earlier, General Secretary 
of FATER Academy of 
India Prof.Pankaj Srivas-
tava presented the annual 
report of 2020-2021 and 
the founder President of 
FAI Prof.P.K.Srivastava 
explained the objec-
tives of the webinar. 
Prof.B.S.Bisht delivered 
the presidential address 
while Prof.M.Premjit 
Singh, H.E.Moun Vesana, 
Prof.Phipat Nonthana-
thorn, Prof.Chai Ching 
Tan, Uon Sokchea, Zi-
naida Zhyvko, Prof.Nina 
Poyda Nosyk and Liliana 
Guran spoke on the oc-
casion. Inaugural session 
was followed by lectures 
and paper presentations. 

Dr Srinivas Vooradi

Dr Srinivas Vooradi

Gudur courtesy meet with on 15thday 
of Praja sangrama yatra

International Webinar on ‘challenges and 
threats and post-pandemic development 

in agriculture sector’ held

The maniac who raped and murdered a 
tribal girl should be severely punished

50 lakh ex gratia to be paid to the family of 
the murdered tribal girl - KVPS SFI 

District Committees Demand

Dr Srirangam Demanded the implementation 
of Dalit Bandhu Scheme across the state

Attempted sabotage of SBI bank robbery

On the occasion of 
54th Annual Ga-
nesh Navratri Ut-

sav Celebrations at Mitra 
Youth Association, Cha-
trinaka Hyderabad. On 
Sunday Ganapati Omam 
and Anna Prasadam were 
performed by Committee 
Members.

Chatrinaka Circle In-
spector Syed Jailani, Sec-
tor S.I Mahesh Yadav 
and Admin S.I Ganesh 
Babu participated and 
performed special puja 
to Ganapati and partici-
pated in Anna Prasadam 
program.MYA General 
Secretary S.P.Kranthi Ku-

mar, Members B.Varun, 
C.Raghu, B.Kotesh, 
T.Ravi Kiran, I.Rahul, 
B.Nithin Chary, Vinay 

Kumar, B.Vigneshwer, 
S.Karan K.Anirudh, 
B.Venkatesh, K.Saroj, 
K.Sushrith, Mukesh and 

others looked over the ar-
rangements and around 
400 members were feed-
ed on this occasion.

KVPS state vice-presi-
dent Atimela Manik 
SFI district secre-

tary N Ramesh urges govt 
to crack down on maniac 
who raped and murdered 
six-year-old baby in Hyder-
abad.The effi gy of the ac-
cused who raped and mur-
dered a tribal minor girl 
was cremated today under 
the auspices of KVPS SFI 
Public Associations at San-
gareddy New Bus Stand.

They said the govern-
ment should be respon-
sible for the family of the 
victim in all respects and 
demanded fi nancial assis-
tance of Rs 50 lakh to the 
family as it was given to 
the Mariamma family in 
Khammam.They demand-
ed that schemes like Dalit 
kinship and tribal kinship 
be applied to support the 
tribal family, that the job 

be given to the girl’s father 
rather than through out-
sourcing, and that a three-
bedroom double bedroom 
house be granted. They de-
manded the state govern-
ment to complete a speedy 
trial and see to it that Ka-
mandhu is punished.She 
criticized the state Mu-
nicipal Minister Taraka 
Rama Rao for adopting the 

Singareni colony during 
the GHMC elections but 
for failing to provide mini-
mum facilities to the colo-
ny so far. They demanded 
to know how many people 
in Singareni Colony the 
government would give a 
double bedroom house to 
all the Dalit tribes. Excise 
offi cials here in the Singar-
eni colony are selling the 

gundumba drugs business 
like a mafi a.He said such 
incidents were taking place 
due to lack of action by the 
police. The girl warned the 
family that concerns would 
be raised if justice was not 
done. The event was at-
tended by KVPS leaders 
Dattu Srinivas Rajesh, SFI 
leaders Srikanth Pundlik 
and others.

Hyderabad SEP 
12::BJP state Senior 
Leader Gudur Narayan 
Reddy who met former 
minister & BJP leader 
Etela Rajender on a  
courtesy meet on the 
15th day of BJP state 
president Bandi San-
jay's Praja sangrama 
yatra in Jogipet

said BJP is  targeting 
to come to power in 
Telangana.  He said that 
the people of Telangana 
are showing confidence  
on the BJP &

there are enough in-
dications that BJP will 
come to the power in the 
next general & state elec-

tions.  He said the proof 
of the BJP's strength was 
winning four MP seats 
in the 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections.He said the 
BJP had strengthened in 
three years despite be-
ing confined to a single 

seat in the 2018 Assem-
bly elections.  

He said the BJP has 
become an alternative 
to the TRS after the by-
election in Dubaka and 
GHMC election results.  
Even in the Nizamabad 

municipal elections, 
the BJP won more seats 
than the ruling TRS & he 
exuded confidence that 
BJP would clinch the 
victory in Huzurabad 
By-election this Octo-
ber- November.

Hyderabad,SEP 12 : 
Telangana Pradesh con-
gress commitee TPCC of-
fi cial Spokesperson.Dr 
Satyam Srirangam inau-
gurated the Dalit Tribal 
Spirit Dandora Initiation 
Camp under the auspices 
of BoinPally Division Presi-
dent Nallola Rajender in 
Kukatpalli constituency on 
Sunday.  On the occasion, 
Satyam Srirangam said that 
KCR was cheating the Dalits 
and demanded the imple-
mentation of Dalit Bandhu 
across the state,Srirangam 
alleging that KCR had in-
troduced the Dalit Bandhu 
scheme to benefi t of the Hu-
zurabad bye elections.  He 
said that Tomorrow, at 10 

am on Monday, a rally will 
be held from Ambedkar Y 
Junction to Kukat Pally MRO 
offi ce and then a large scale 
protest rally will be held in 
Kukat Pally constituency de-
manding implementation 
of the Dalit Bandhu scheme 
representation letter to 
MRO.The program Medchal 
district SC Cell president  

PathiKumar, district SC Cell 
convenor erpula mukendar, 
TPCC women general secre-
tary K. Pushpa Reddy, TPC-
CJoint Secretary Bhandari 
Naveen Goud, Balaji Nagar, 
Working President Krishna 
Raj , Kukatpally Youth Con-
gress President Kishore Nai-
du,  Kukat Pally Constitu-
ency SC Cell Convener Jella 

Siva, Senior Leaders Bala 
Narasimha, General Secre-
tary Aslam, Vice President 
Uday, Organizing Secretary 
Matte Prasanna, Gajanand 
Shekhar, Pradeep, Venkata-
ramana, Shekhar Babu, Na-
resh, Parusharam, Madari 
Srinivas, Vinod Naidu, were 
participated in this pro-
gramme.

TPCC leaders who met 
Mandakrishna were shocked

Z A H E E R A B A D , 
September, 12 (By 

our correspondent):
 MRPS national presi-

dent Mandakrishna Ma-
diga was on his way to his 

residence in Hyderabad 
after completing his sur-
gery in Delhi on Saturday 
evening to learn about 
his yoga and well-being.  
Welfare learned.  Speak-
ing on the occasion, 
TPCC leaders Y. Narot-
tam expressed hope that 
Mandakrishna Madiga 
would soon recover and 
return to normalcy as a 
result of the prayers of 
the movement-inspired 
movement cars with the 
blessings of the people.

ZAHEERABAD, Sep-
tember, 12 (By our corre-
spondent): Zaheerabad 
DSP Shankar Raju said 
that the robbers who 
tried to commit thef in 
Digwal village in Kohir 
zone of Zaheerabad con-
stituency will be caught 
as soon as possible.

Digwal informed the 
locals that a thief was 
trying to break in from 
the SBI bank window.  
The robbers fl ed when 
they noticed that the lo-
cals had gathered.  DSP 

Shankar Raju greeted 
the watchmen who tried 
to prevent the theft 
with shawls and fl ower 

garlands.He asked the 
people to be vigilant and 
inform the police dur-
ing such incidents.  Only 

when people cooperate 
with the police can crime 
in the community be 
stopped.
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Lucknow/Mumbai, Sep 12 (IANS) 
The Shiv Sena has vowed to "teach a 
lesson" to the Bharatiya Janata Party 
by contesting all 403 seas in the up-
coming Uttar Pradesh elections, plus 
the Goa polls, both due to be held in 
early-2022, top officials said here.

The pre-poll bugle was sounded af-
ter a high-level meeting of Sena lead-
ers, led by the state president Thakur 
Anil Singh in Lucknow, after deliber-
ating on what it termed as 'jungle raj' 
prevalent in UP under Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath since the past four-
and-half years.

"We deliberated on several issues 
ranging from the education system 
to the healthcare sector, the bungling 
of the Covid pandemic, the problems 
of farmers, the spectre of unemploy-
ment among youth, etc," said UP Shiv 
Sena Secretary Vishwajeet Singh.

Confirming the developments, Se-
na's Chief Spokesperson and MP San-
jay Raut said that as per current plans, 
the party may put up at least 100 can-
didates in UP and 20 in Goa polls. In 
a no-holds barred attack, Singh said 
that the (UP) regime has joined hands 
with the 'mafia' resulting in a 'jungle 
raj' where sisters and daughters are 
not secure, and the government has 
completely failed on the law-and-or-
der front. He charged the Yogi regime 
of not honouring the Supreme Court 

verdict giving 15 per cent fee remis-
sion to students, while youth reeling 
under unemployment and inflation 
are fleeing the state.

"The UP government is giving a 
step-motherly treatment to the farm-
ers, the health infrastructure has 
collapsed and they could make no 
arrangements to even cremate those 
claimed by Covid," Singh said.

"However, now the Sena will stand 
up 'as the voice of the masses' and 
'teach a lesson' to the BJP in UP by 
contesting all the seats in the state 
assembly," he said. "We have been 
fighting UP elections since 1991 when 
one MLA Pawan Kumar Pandey was 

elected. We also have many Shiv 
Sainiks elected in various civic bod-
ies across the state," Singh told IANS 
on the party's prospects. Welcoming 
the move, Sena's farmer face Kishore 
Tiwari, accorded a MoS status, said 
tersely: "The people of UP have not 
forgetten those dead bodies floating 
in the Ganga though the Yogi gov-
ernment refused to acknowledge the 
mess it made during the Covid pan-
demic." He also questioned the safety 
of women, the Dalits and OBCs, mi-
norities and other sections under Yogi 
rule and said after Maharashtra, "UP 
will prove to be a mega-gamechanger 
for the BJP."

Shiv Sena vows to 'teach a lesson' 
to BJP, to contest UP, Goa polls

Ahead of Prez visit 
to Shimla, 4 staff 

test Covid positive
Shimla, Sep 12 (IANS) With President 
Ram Nath Kovind's 5-day tentative visit 
to the Himachal Pradesh capital just 
days away, four employees of 'The Re-
treat', the summer holiday resort of the 
President near here, tested positive for 
Covid-19, officials said on Sunday. The 
President, who is likely to reach Shimla 
on September 16, stays in the British-
era heritage building. Four employees, 
including the manager of The Retreat, 
tested positive on Saturday. The RT-
PCR tests of all employees of The Re-
treat were being conducted ahead of 
the President's visit on September 17, 
Deputy Commissioner Aditya Negi told 
the media here. Normally, 50-60 em-
ployees are deployed in The Retreat. 
However, ahead of the President's visit 
more employees have been deployed. 
During his visit, Kovind will address the 
special session of the Assembly to mark 
the golden jubilee anniversary of state-
hood on September 17. The Council 
Chamber, the building which houses 
the state legislative Assembly, was inau-
gurated by Lord Reading, the then vice-
roy of India, August 27, 1925. He is also 
scheduled to visit the National Academy 
of Audit and Accounts here and likely 
to host 'At Home' on September 19, a 
day ahead of his return. The Retreat was 
once the summer residence of the Brit-
ish viceroys when this hill town was the 
summer capital of British India.

Gurugram, Sep 12 (IANS) 
The Gurugram Metropoli-
tan Development Authority 
(GMDA) has sought sugges-
tions from people to make 
the Southern Peripheral Road 
(SPR) between Ghata village 
and Vatika Chowk signal free.
At present, there are five inter-
sections on this eight-kilome-
tre route, where traffic signals 
are installed.According to the 
GMDA officials, flyovers and 
underpasses have been pro-
posed here to make these in-
tersections signal free.

The GMDA has now sought 
suggestions from the people 
on whether flyovers or under-
passes should be built at these 

intersections. Keeping in mind 
the suggestions of the people, 
further work will be done on 
this project, said the officials. 
"Due to the traffic signals from 
Ghata village to Vatika Chowk, 
the commuters have to wait for 
a long time. For this, there is a 
plan to make these five inter-
sections signal free. After the 
people's suggestions GMDA 
will decide whether flyovers 
or underpasses should be built 
here to make these intersec-
tions signal free," said a senior 
official of the GMDA. The of-
ficials said, if the flyover is 
constructed at all five intersec-
tions, it will cost an estimated 
Rs 420 crore. 

Gurugram moots plan to 
make southern peripheral 

road signal free

Gandhinagar, Sep 12 
(IANS) The Gujarat BJP 
legislature party is likely 
to meet on Sunday to 
choose the new chief 
minister following Vijay 
Rupani's resignation, 
a party spokesperson 
said on Saturday. Union 
Minister Amit Shah is 
most likely to join the 
legislature party meet-
ing along with central 
observers. The meeting 
is to be held at state BJP 
HQ at Kamalam.

Putting an end to all 
speculations about a 
change of guard over his 
government's handling 
of the Covid-19 crisis, 
Gujarat Chief Minister 
Vijay Rupani on Satur-
day tendered his resig-
nation to Gujarat Gov-
ernor Acharya Devvrat 
at his residence, Raj 
Bhavan in Gandhinagar. 
This development 
comes even as the state 
assembly elections are 

more than a year away.
"I am a loyal soldier 

of the BJP and have re-
signed of my own ac-
cord. Nobody has asked 
me to do so. I will work 
to strengthen the organ-
isation or whatever role 
the party leadership as-
signs me," Rupani told 
the reporters at the gov-
ernor's residence after 
tendering the resigna-
tion. "I am just a worker 
of the organisation and 
will continue to be so. 
For the upcoming state 

Assembly elections, 
definitely our PM Modi 
will be the face," Ru-
pani said, when asked 
who will be the face of 
the elections, as he and 
the party earlier had 
declared that the 2022 
elections will be led by 
him.

According to national 
general secretary in 
charge of Gujarat Bhu-
pender Yadav, the BJP 
has convened a meeting 
of its legislature party on 
Sunday to elect a new 

leader. Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah is 
reaching here on Sun-
day. "The BJP legislature 
party is likely to meet on 
Sunday, but we will be 
able to confirm this once 
the central parliamen-
tary board conveys the 
exact time of the meet-
ing to us. All BJP MLAs 
will attend the meet-
ing along with central 
observers," said Yamal 
Vyas, the BJP spokesper-
son at Kamalam.

"The name of the new 
CM will be decided in 
the meeting. Being the 
Parliament constituency 
legislator, Amit Shah is 
also likely to be at the 
meeting," Vyas added.

The saffron party is yet 
to announce Rupani's 
replacement. But, politi-
cal pundits are speculat-
ing a number of faces 
looking at the current 
scenario. Praful Patel, 
the administrator of 

Union Territories of Lak-
shadweep and Daman 
and Diu is one such face 
that is likely to replace 
Rupani. He is believed to 
be close to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah.Speculations are 
also rife that one of the 
state general secretar-
ies Gordhan Zadaphia, 
a Patidar, may be given 
the mantle, though 
there is no official in-
dication. Zadaphia was 
the home minister in 
the Modi government in 
Gujarat in 2002, during 
the infamous Godhra ri-
ots and believed to be a 
hardliner right wing face 
of the saffron party.This 
is besides Union Health 
Minister Mansukh Man-
daviya, who is also a Pa-
tidar and his name has 
been cropping up for the 
post during the last one 
year.

The new political de-

Guj BJP legislature party likely to 
meet on Sunday to choose new CM

Chandigarh, Sep 12 (IANS) 
The Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) 
will observe September 17 as 
the 'black day' on comple-
tion of one year of enactment 
of three Central farm laws, a 
party leader said on Sunday.
Party activists along with farm-
ers will hold a protest march 
from Gurdwara Rakab Ganj Sa-
hib to Parliament in New Delhi 
on that day, demanding repeal 
of the agricultural laws.A deci-
sion in this regard was taken at 
a meeting here on Saturday pre-
sided over by party President 
Sukhbir Badal.Party Senior Vice 

President Daljit Cheema told 
the media that party leaders 
and workers along with farmers 
of Punjab will participate in the 
protest march. It was on this day 
last year that party leaders, Har-
simrat Kaur Badal and Sukhbir 
Badal, had opposed the passage 
of three farm laws in Parliament 
and they were only the two MPs 
who voted against the Bills. Af-
ter that Akali Dal representative 
Harsimrat Kaur resigned from 
the Union ministry and the par-
ty quit the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) and broke away 
its 24-year-old alliance.

Akali Dal to observe Sep 
17 as 'black day' to mark 
enactment of farm laws

Bhubaneswar, Sep 12 
(IANS) In a shocking inci-
dent, a hotel owner thrashed 
a customer for failing to pay 
his bill in Odisha's Keonjhar 
district, police said on Sun-
day. The incident occurred 
at Laxmibazar area under 
Ghasipura police limits of 
Keonjhar district on Satur-
day. The local police arrest-
ed the hotelier. A purported 
video of the incident has 
gone viral in social media 
too. According to the po-
lice, the customer Jitendra 
Dehuri had visited a hotel 
named 'Maa' on Saturday 
afternoon to have his lunch.

The hotel owner Madhu 
Sahu asked him to clear his 
pending dues of Rs 140. Ji-
tendra had Rs 100 with him 
and requested the hotel 
owner to allow him to pay 

the remaining Rs 40 later. 
However, the hotel owner 
refused and this led to an 
altercation between the two.

Soon, the altercation 
turned ugly as the hotelier 
along with his son thrashed 
the customer. After getting 
information, Ghasipura 

police reached the spot 
and registered a complaint. 
"We have registered a case 
(No 187) and arrested the 
hotel owner Madhu Sahu. 
He will be forwarded to the 
court today," Ghasipura IIC, 
Manoranjan Bishi told IANS 
over phone.

Odisha hotel owner thrashes 
customer for not paying bill

RLD to embark 
on its yatra in UP 

from Oct 2
 
Lucknow, Sep 12 (INS) The Rashtriya 

Lok Dal (RLD) will now join other political 
parties whose yatras are crisscrossing Ut-
tar Pradesh on the eve of Assembly elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh. It will embark on its 
'Jan Ashirwad Yatra' from October 2 which 
will continue till October 31. The yatra will 
be preceded by a 'Shradhanjali Sabha' 
that will be held in Chaprauli in Bagh-
pat on September 19. According to party 
sources, RLD president Jayant Chaudhary 
also plans to spend two days in every dis-
trict later, during which he will interact 
with party workers. The party will release 
its manifesto on October 31 which is also 
the Sardar Patel Jayanti. Jayant Chaudhary 
will interact with people at the village level 
before he finalises his manifesto. The RLD, 
according to sources, is upbeat about the 
Assembly elections, especially after the 
response it has been getting from farmers 
who are agitating against the three con-
tentious farm laws.

 GOVERNOR OF UTTAR PRADESH, SMT. ANANDIBEN PATEL, THE CHIEF JUSTICE 
OF INDIA, SHRI JUSTICE N.V. RAMANA, THE CHIEF MINISTER OF UTTAR PRADESH, 

YOGI ADITYANATH AND OTHER DIGNITARIES ARE ALSO SEEN.

GNS GNS

GNS

GNS

GNS

GNS

(GNS) 

Today Karwan Corporator Mandagiri Swamy Yadav attended 
Ganesh special  poojas and Annadhanam programs  in Karwan 
division areas Amlapur, L K Nagar, Laxmi nagar and  ziyaguda 

Kurma basthi, Mallanna Temple.
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PAKISTAN NEEDS 
TO HONOUR ITS 

ICONS

When it rains, it pours.’ That’s 
an oft-repeated phrase used 
by some to describe the sever-

al challenges surrounding Pakistan that 
have time and again hit the country’s 
outlook.From recurring issues on inter-
nal security and the powerful reality of 
Pakistan’s borders being more than just 
under pressure, there is no shortage of 
reasons for sleepless nights of key deci-
sion makers.

Higher tax rates have propelled Imran 
Khan’s government to face a range of 
sceptics, questioning the government’s 
motives and its ability to improve Paki-
stan’s outlook. It’s still early to predict 
the eventual outcome of such pain-
ful measures. But it’s abundantly clear 
that faced with challenges on multiple 
fronts, Pakistan promises to remain un-
settled for the foreseeable future.

However, compelling questions must 
be raised over exactly what keeps the 
country going. In this debate, the role of 
Pakistan’s icons assumes importance. 
The country’s very birth took place in 
the face of multiple adversities.

Back in 1947, when Pakistan was 
born, many predicted a short life expec-
tancy for the new state. Generations of 
Pakistanis have grown up hearing ac-
counts of how the country’s fi rst wave 
of civil servants relied on thorns from 
bushes to pin their offi cial notes togeth-
er, with the government being unable to 
even afford paper clips.

Icons of the past and present have 
frequently reminded Pakistanis of the 
sheer strength of the human spirit that 
has repeatedly and miraculously kept 
their country going.

While there’s no dearth of iconic fi g-
ures in Pakistan, this week’s account 
of a newly emerging campaigner in 
Karachi who helps families cope with 
the shock of losing dear ones to sui-
cide was truly inspiring. Atiya Naqvi, 
a Karachi based clinical psychologist 
whose son committed suicide just over 
a year ago, came out bravely and pub-
licly to speak about how she has coped 
with her own ordeal.

Statistics published by Dawn showed 
that roughly one person takes their own 
life every hour in Pakistan. Writing an 
opinion piece in the same newspaper 
and describing suicide as “still a taboo 
topic”, Naqvi narrated her ambition to 
help grieving mothers of suicide vic-
tims so that “broken and lost women 
like me can fi nd ways to reconstruct our 
lives”. Her account came as a powerful 
reminder of other icons who similarly 
took up vital causes to help people in 
misery and eventually created an all too 
enduring legacy.

For instance. Akhtar Hameed Khan, 
a pioneer in development economics 
single-handedly became dedicated to 
support slum dwellers of Karachi, and 
eventually succeeded in lifting stan-
dards of living across one of the city’s 
poorest neighbourhoods.

And Abdul Sattar Edhi, known to 
many in Karachi as a messiah, was no 
alien to throwing his life on the line. 
When shootings raged in Karachi in the 
1990s between members of rival gangs, 
the late Edhi led his ambulances to 
pick the injured before taking them to 
hospital emergency rooms. Pakistan’s 
impressive icons in other sectors have 
ranged from men in uniform who have 
battled hard-core militants and many 
laid down their lives, to campaigners for 
different causes.

Coming together, such icons of the 
past and present have frequently re-
minded Pakistanis of the sheer strength 
of the human spirit that has repeatedly 
and miraculously kept their country 
going. This is especially relevant in a 
country where successive governments 
have failed to meet popular expecta-
tions, notably in critical areas such as 
health care, education and providing 
jobs for the poor.

While Prime Minister Khan’s gov-
ernment has promised to root out cor-
ruption that has increasingly knocked 
down Pakistan’s outlook over time, 
there is a lot to be done. Pakistan must 
also move rapidly to reconcile with the 
recurring failures that have widened the 
gap between the rich and the poor.

If things go smoothly from here US’ longest 
war may begin to wind down on Trump’s watch

TALKS BETWEEN US AND TALIBAN PROMISING
Zalmay Khalilzad, the US 

special envoy for Afghani-
stan recently declared the 

latest round of talks between the 
US and the Taliban as the “most 
productive” so far.

Reporting “substantive” prog-
ress on all four key issues, the 
discussions have broadened to 
include timelines for intra-Afghan 
dialogue and a cease fi re. The two 
other issues are the Taliban guar-
antees not to harbour foreign mili-
tants, and American troops with-
drawal timelines.

Major differences on substan-
tive issues still remain. The Tali-
ban are reportedly insisting on a 
6-month schedule whereas the US 
is seeking a 30-month timeline for 
withdrawal of its troops. The Tali-
ban also want an Islamic govern-
ment without explicitly defi ning it. 
No one wants the return of puritan 
Taliban rule.

And Taliban too seem to have 
evolved into a more mature and 
much less dogmatic group. Sharp 
differences over the timing of the 
comprehensive ceasefi re also 
remain. The US wants an early 
cessation of hostilities while the 
Taliban want to continue their 
military putsch to maintain their 

leverage in negotiations.As the 
US-Afghan talks concluded, a 
two-day inter-Afghan talks were 
held in Qatar. Attending in their 
personal capacities, 64 people 
came from Kabul to speak with 
the Taliban. They included senior 
members of the government, Mu-
jahideen who had fought the Sovi-
ets, former government offi cials, 
former ambassadors, civil society 
representatives and a few women.

Reports indicate that the meet-
ing turned into a ‘respectful’ con-
versation among Afghans about 
their shared future. Issuing a joint 
statement to eliminate civilian ca-
sualties, these talks indicate that 
the Taliban are prepared to be-
come part of the mainstream poli-
tics too, albeit on own their terms.

The Taliban, which had repeat-
edly refused to negotiate with the 
US backed Kabul regime, agreed to 
the meeting on the condition that 
the attendees do so in their per-
sonal capacity and not as represen-
tatives of the regime. The Taliban 
consider the Kabul regime as US 
‘puppets’ leading to their exclu-
sion from the US-Taliban negotia-

tions. A similar meeting was called 
off earlier in May when the Taliban 
refused to meet a 250-member 
group, which Kabul intended to 
send for the dialogue.By enabling 
senior members of the Kabul re-
gime, even in their personal ca-
pacities, to meet with the Taliban, 
Khalilzad hopes, will allow either 
side to know the other which he 
hopes will lead to negotiations.

At the end of intra-Afghan talks 
Khalilzad met the Taliban again 
before he departed for the US. Fol-
lowing these meetings there is a 
growing anticipation that the par-
ties will soon announce an interim 
deal that is likely to state a time-
line for the US troop withdrawal 
in exchange of Taliban formal 
declaration that the Afghan terri-
tory will not be used harbouring 
foreign militants. 

This will then link with the other 
two contentious issues — Taliban 
commitment to negotiate with the 
Kabul regime likely indirectly and 
other factions and mutual com-
mitment to de-escalate or even 
ceasefi re. The strength of the link-
ages between the fi rst two items 

and the two more diffi cult parts — 
intra-Afghan talks and a ceasefi re 
— would be the litmus test of any 
agreement, according to the Brus-
sels based think tank International 
Crises Group (ICG). An agreement 
that is clear on the US-Taliban 
deal but ambiguous about the Af-
ghan peacemaking to follow might 
hasten the US withdrawal without 
a high probability of stability in its 
wake, adds ICG.

Taliban, which had repeatedly 
refused to negotiate with the US 
backed Kabul regime, agreed to 
the meeting on the condition that 
the attendees do so in their per-
sonal capacity and not as repre-
sentatives of the regime

- Sajjad Ashraf
Within a week of the intra-

Afghan dialogue, four main in-
terested parties US, China, Rus-
sia and Pakistan issued a joint 
statement from Beijing calling 
for a ceasefire and intra-Afghan 
dialogue to “produce a peace 
framework as soon as possible.” 
This tempers the Taliban abil-
ity to push their way to a peace 
settlement alone that can reduce 
chances of stable peace in the 
country.While negotiations with 
the US continue, the Taliban 

military campaign remains full 
steam. At least 264 pro-govern-
ment forces and 58 civilians were 
killed during the week before the 
intra-Afghan talks in Kabul and 
in other districts — the highest 
toll in a week during 2019.

Taliban understand the value 
of maintaining this pressure over 
the US, which has brought them 
to talk to the Taliban and seek an 
exit from Afghanistan. Taliban are 
sceptical of a ceasefi re while ne-
gotiations are still going on. They 
know, fi rstly that their fi ghters are 
not amenable to a cease fi re till 
victory and secondly, if the cease-
fi re is called before the agreement 
it will be hard to get back into bat-
tle if the talks fail.

With an eye on his re-election 
prospects, the Trump administra-
tion is in haste to reach a peace 
deal with the Taliban. Reminis-
cent of the Vietnam negotiations, 
the US, ostensibly trying to save 
the remnants of the Kabul regime, 
has bypassed Kabul and are nego-
tiating directly with the Taliban. 
With a trillion dollars spent on 
this war and faced with the Afghan 
resilience there is only one choice 
for the US — declare victory and 
drawdown.

UAE CHINA FRIENDSHIP SET TO MOVE TOWARDS NEW HORIZONS

Over the course of this week, 
the People’s Republic of 
China will receive His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces. This state visit is a great 
privilege granted for the UAE by 
the distinguished nation of the 
People’s Republic of China.

The Crown Prince arrived on 
Chinese soil one year to the day 
that the UAE had the great hon-
our of welcoming President Xi 
Jinping, as he joined for an his-
torical state visit on July 21, 2018.
The relationship that has formed 
between our nations during this 
time is testament to a shared 
worldview and shared values. 
The Emirati people are grateful to 
have our wise leadership hosted 
in the great nation of China and 
this will be the fourth visit of His 
Highness to the country.

This year’s visit is of impor-
tance as it builds on the Com-
prehensive Strategic Partnership 
announced in July of last year 

— we hope to make exponential 
progress on that already strong 
foundation. Last July, the UAE 
and China signed a number of 
Memorandums of Understand-
ing, which formed a blueprint for 
our cooperation and collabora-
tion in many areas.

There has been a great deal of 
progress to build upon, with the 
foundations laid by our nation’s 
respective leaderships proving to 
be already strong. Our ambition 
is now even greater, as we look to 
expand areas of agreement and 
cooperation to more areas.

- Dr. Ali Obaid Al Daheri, UAE 
Ambassador to China

The best way to view the current 
state of Sino-UAE relations is to 
understand that it forms a series 
of agreements across a number of 
different sectors. We are currently 
engaging across energy, educa-
tion, health care, artifi cial intel-
ligence, infrastructure, manufac-
turing, and culture and tourism.

35 great years of relations
Diplomatic relations between 

the UAE and the People’s Repub-

lic of China are in a good place 
and the best they have been in 
history. This year also represents 
a great milestone for UAE-China 
relations as we celebrate 35 great 
years of relations between our 
nations.

Relations were fi rst established 
in two separate telegrams between 
the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, the founder of the UAE, 
and driving force behind so many 
of the values of the UAE nation; 
and the then-Chinese premier 
Zhou Enlai, whose great foresight 
recognised our fl edgling nation. 
This small act by the great nation 
of the People’s Republic of China 
would pave the way towards great 
progress, as our journey reach-
es our current state of a strong 
friendship with great potential.
The UAE is now a signifi cant hub 
for business and trade for China 
— our country is the gateway to 
60 per cent of Chinese exports in 
the Middle East and North Africa 
and there are 4,200 Chinese com-
panies operating in our country. 
There are more than 300,000 Chi-

nese people who work in the UAE 
and who have made the country 
their home.

China is the UAE’s second-
largest trading partner, with trade 
volumes between the two coun-
tries having doubled over the last 
fi ve years. During a time when 
the global economy is growing 
slowly, the economic and trade 
relations between our two nations 
are developing rapidly, which is 
extremely encouraging.

Our citizens are becoming ev-
er-more familiar with each other 
as people-to-people exchanges 
continue. Over 1.1 million Chi-
nese tourists visited the UAE in 
2018, thanks to the mutual visa-
exemption arrangement between 
both nations. There are over 150 
commercial fl ights every week 
connecting different cities in our 
countries. These numbers will 
serve to enhance understanding 
and connectivity.Trade is a cen-
trepiece of the UAE and China 
relationship. Growing strongly, 
trade is now estimated to be worth 
around $60 billion (Dh220 billion) 

annually. There are bold plans for 
this fi gure to grow to $70 billion; 
and also, for a doubling of the ini-
tial number within fi ve years.

So, we can see, there has been 
a great deal of progress to build 
upon, with the foundations laid 
by our nation’s respective lead-
erships proving to be already 
strong. Our ambition is now even 
greater, as we look to expand ar-
eas of agreement and coopera-
tion to more areas. There will be a 
series of governmental and busi-
ness meetings planned during 
His Highness’ time here to this 
respect.

From my perspective, this is an 
exciting time. The UAE-China re-
lationship has already achieved so 
much within the short space of a 
year, which has fl own by extreme-
ly quickly. Imagine, if we achieve 
such a great amount upon a one-
year foundation, the sky is the lim-
it for what is yet to come. During 
this state visit from His Highness 
and the UAE delegation, the UAE-
China friendship looks set to move 
towards new horizons.

Mohammed Bin Zayed’s visit aims to build on Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

WHAT IS BEHIND THE RECENT SPAT BETWEEN GEORGIA AND RUSSIA?

Outrage is the most lucra-
tive commodity in the 
global political market, 

especially in Eastern Europe. The 
recent crisis in relations between 
Russia and Georgia is a good il-
lustration of this truism.It started 
pretty much out of the blue with 
an incident involving a mem-
ber of the Russian Duma, Sergey 
Gavrilov, who was part of a del-
egation at this year's meeting of 
the Inter-Parliamentary Assembly 
on Orthodoxy hosted by Georgia.
During the event held at the Geor-
gian parliament, the Russian MP 
addressed the delegations from 
21 Orthodox countries in atten-
dance from the seat of the parlia-
ment speaker, which provoked a 
sharp reaction from pro-Western 
Georgian MPs and sparked weeks 
of protests in Tbilisi.

It is easy to see why many in 
Georgia did not take Gavrilov's 
actions lightly. The country has 
been in a state of frozen confl ict 
with Russia since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, with occasional 
deadly fl are-ups. Two of its break-
away territories, Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia, were effectively 
occupied by Russia after the 2008 
Russian-Georgian war. Moscow 
also attempted to cripple the 
Georgian economy by imposing 

import bans on the most popu-
lar Georgian products - wine and 
mineral water.Subsequently, af-
ter the pro-Western President 
Mikheil Saakashvili left Georgia 
and went into exile after the war, 
the new government took a much 
softer stance on Russia, which 
resulted in a thaw in relations. 
Sanctions were lifted and Russian 
tourists poured into the South 
Caucasus country, which boasts 
gorgeous mountain landscapes, 
warm sea and an extraordinarily 
rich culinary and winemaking 
tradition.

Some 1.4 million Russians vis-
ited Georgia in 2018, accounting 
for 20 percent of all tourists in 
the country. Tourism generates 
around 9 percent of the country's 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
and 27 percent of all jobs.

Despite the rapprochement, 
hostility towards Russia and per-
ceptions of it as a threat never 
went away, so on June 20 when 
Gavrilov took the seat of the 
Georgian parliament's speaker, 
many felt offended.This came at 
a time when the governing Geor-
gian Dream coalition is slowly 
losing ground to the revitalised 
Saakashvili-linked opposition, 
which was only narrowly defeated 
in presidential elections last year 

and has good chances in the next 
parliamentary elections in 2020.

The opposition quickly took 
advantage of the situation and 
rode the wave of public outrage, 
following the "coloured revolu-
tion" playbook, which Saakash-
vili had helped draw up years ago. 
Opposition supporters attempted 
to storm the parliament, but were 
brutally repelled by police, which 
resulted in dozens of injuries.
Having failed at that, they moved 
on to a Maidan-style protest, its 
visuals squarely aimed at inter-
nationalising a domestic political 
confl ict. Pictures from the scene 
showed dozens of posters in Eng-
lish, many of them calling Russia 
an occupier.

The Kremlin, too, was quick to 
play up public outrage. Govern-
ment media portrayed it as Rus-
sophobic and war-mongering, 
while the Russian government 
issued a ban on direct fl ights be-
tween Russia and Georgia, deliv-
ering a major blow to the coun-
try's fl edgeling tourism industry 
at the height of the season.Ten-
sions escalated further after an 
opposition Georgian TV anchor 
Giorgi Gabunia went on an ob-
scenity-fi lled rant against Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. The 
Duma threatened to introduce 

further sanctions, but eventually, 
the Kremlin chose to defuse ten-
sions and so did the Georgian au-
thorities (although the fl ight ban 
remains in place).

The post-Soviet culture of pub-
lic outrage, fake and real, is relat-
ed to patterns of mass psychology 
that appeared in the 20th century, 
a truly genocidal epoch for this 
part of the world.

Of all national leaders in the 
region, Putin is best at playing 
up public sentiments to his ad-
vantage (although his opponents 
in neighbouring countries are 
quick learners, too). He knows 
that well-manipulated mass out-
rage makes people forget atroci-
ties committed against them by 
their own government and rally 
behind it against some perceived 
external threat.This mindset 
harks back to World War II, when 
the invasion by German Nazis, 
who regarded Slavs as an inferior 
race slated for eventual extermi-
nation, united the Soviet people 
under their murderous dictator, 
Joseph Stalin (ironically, an eth-
nic Georgian), in order to repel 
the aggression. A popular song 
of that time called "sacred war" 
captivates this sentiment quite 
well: "Rise up, big country, rise 
for a mortal combat with the dark 

fascist force, with the accursed 
horde. Let noble outrage rise like 
a wave - a people's war is coming, 
a sacred war."

The perception that the West 
poses an existential threat to 
the country is still dominating 
the Russian collective psyche. 
It played out in the aftermath of 
Ukraine's Maidan revolution, 
which the Kremlin's propaganda 
successfully sold as a dark men-
ace to its own population as well 
as the Russophones of Ukraine. 
Naturally, manufactured in the 
West. The very visible ultra-
nationalist component of the 
Maidan and the backing of the 
West certainly helped solidify 
these negative perceptions.Hav-
ing convinced the Russian public 
that the Maidan is not a demo-
cratic movement, but a threat, 
the Kremlin managed to mobil-
ise nationwide support for the 
annexation of Crimea, which, in 
turn, sent Putin's approval rat-
ings to over 80 percent. Even 
people who had opposed his re-
election and the unfair elections 
that had maintained the majority 
of his party in the State Duma ral-
lied behind him at that time. Thus 
Putin effectively outsourced the 
brewing domestic political con-
fl ict to a foreign country.
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No formal notification yet on 
asset freeze: Afghan central bank

 
Kabul, Sep 12 (IANS) Da Afghanistan Bank (DBA), the 

country’s central bank, announced on Sunday that it has 
not received any formal notification so far concerning 
freezing of its assets.

“So far, Da Afghanistan Bank has not received any for-
mal notification pertaining to the freezing of monetary 
reserves of this bank and the bank has been informed of it 
through the news published by the media of the country 
based on the reports of foreign media,” the bank said in a 
statement posted on its website.

The statement came as thousands of customers were 
still waiting in long lines to withdraw their savings since 
Taliban takeover in August.

Reports of freezing of Afghanistan’s bank assets by the 
US as well as the announced halt of funds by the World 
Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) have 
fueled concerns among Afghans.

On August 28, the DBA issued an order to all banks in 
the war-torn country setting a weekly limit of withdraw-
als of $200 or 20,000 afghanis for a customer.

“Da Afghanistan Bank assures the noble people of Af-
ghanistan of the safety of their deposits in commercial 
banks,” the DBA said in the statement issued on Sunday

It added that these banks are operating in accordance 
with the procedure it has issued and their services will 
soon return to normal.

China renews 2nd-highest alert 
for typhoon Chanthu

Beijing, Sep 12 (IANS) China’s national observatory on 
Sunday continued its orange alert, the second highest, for 
typhoon Chanthu, which is expected to make landfall in 
or pass Zhejiang province on Monday.

At 9 a.m. Sunday, the centre of Chanthu, the 14th ty-
phoon of this year, moved to waters off eastern Taiwan, 
or at a latitude of 24 degrees north and a longitude of 
122.4 degrees east, Xinhua news agency quoted the Na-
tional Meteorological Centre as saying.

It packed a gale of 52 metres per second, according to 
the Centre.

Moving northward at a speed of 20 to 25 km per hour, 
Chanthu will make landfall in or pass the coastal area 
near Zhoushan on Monday, it added.

From 2 p.m. Sunday to 2 p.m. Monday, the typhoon 
will likely bring gale-force winds and rainstorms to re-
gions including Shanghai, Zhejiang, Jiangsu, Fujian and 
Taiwan.

China has a four-tier colour-coded weather warning 
system, with red being the most severe warning, followed 
by orange, yellow and blue.

Substantial discussions held 
with Syrian officials on 
challenges: UN envoy

Geneva, Sep 12 (IANS) Visiting UN Special Envoy for 
Syria Geir Pedersen said he held “substantial discus-
sions” with officials regarding the challenges facing the 
country.

Speaking to reporters following his meeting with Syrian 
Foreign Minister Faisal Mekdad, Pedersen said on Satur-
day his discussion with the Syrian side touched upon the 
economic challenges and the situation on the ground in 
the country, reports Xinhua news agency.

He exchanged views with the Syrian side on issues re-
lated to the UN Security Council Resolution 2254 regard-
ing finding a political end to the Syrian crisis, as well as 
the work of the Syrian constitutional committee, which is 
tasked with reviewing the Syrian constitution.

“We discussed in depth the economic and humanitar-
ian challenges here in Syria, the challenges of the liveli-
hood and what we all can do to improve that situation. 
Then, of course, we held a discussion on my proposal for 
a step-by-step approach and hope we move forward on 
that,” he said.

Meanwhile, Pedersen said that he will continue his meet-
ings in Syria, noting that from what he had heard from the 
government and the opposition, a solution could be found. 
Also, he said he will be hearing from the government and 
the opposition and will later see the possibility of holding a 
sixth round of intra-Syrian talks in Geneva.

Female students rally in sup-
port of Taliban

New Delhi, Sep 12 (IANS) While Afghan women have held 
several protests against the Taliban asking for their rights 
and participation in the incoming government across the 
country, Kabul witnessed a rare all-women protest support-
ing the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA).

University lecturers and students had arranged a gath-
ering in education university before they took to the 
streets in Kabul, Khaama News reported.

Unlike other demonstrations in Kabul, this is the sec-
ond all-women protest which was non-violent and the 
journalists were allowed to cover the protest freely.

Protesters condemned the recent so-called violence 
carried out by the female demonstrators and expressed 
their full support to IEA.

Australia secures 1
million additional 

Covid vaccines

Upcoming elections only 
solution to Iraq’s problems: PM

Israeli fighter jets strike 
Hamas facilities

Tunisian Islamist party rejects 
attempts to suspend Constitution

Pak to vaccinate 
teens from Monday

Lebanon’s experts concerned over 
new cabinet’s governing power

Canberra, Sep 12 (IANS) 
Australian Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison announced 
on Sunday that his gov-
ernment has secured an 
additional 1 million doses 
of Covid-19 vaccine as the 
country continues to bat-
tle the third wave of the 
pandemic.

Morrison announced 
that the 1 million Mod-
erna doses from the Eu-
ropean Union member 
states will arrive within 
the next week and go di-
rectly to local community 
pharmacies across the 

country, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

“That means everyone 
from 12 to 59 can go along 
to the community phar-
macy where Moderna is 
being administered,” he 
said.

It comes as Australia re-
ported 1,669 new locally 
acquired Covid-19 infec-
tions on Sunday morn-
ing, which increased the 
overall infection tally to 
71,955.

Meanwhile, the nation-
wide death toll stood at 
1,084. Of the new cases, 

1,262 were from New 
South Wales (NSW), Aus-
tralia’s most populous 
state and current epi-
centre of the pandemic, 
where the health depart-
ment also recorded seven 
deaths.

“There have been 177 
Covid-19 related deaths in 
NSW since June 16,” said 
the statement from NSW 
Health.

Victoria, the second-
most populous state, re-
ported a further 392 new 
local cases, while the Aus-
tralian Capital Territory 

(ACT) registered 15 fresh 
infections.

The government on 
Sunday also launched a 
new vaccine campaign 
aimed at those who are 
hesitant about the jab, 
which mobilises all Aus-
tralians to make the de-
cision to get inoculated. 
According to Health Min-
ister Greg Hunt, 81 per 

cent of Australians said 
they are willing to get vac-
cinated based on the lat-
est research.

To date, about 67 per 
cent of the Australian 
population aged 16 and 
over has had at least one 
vaccine dose and 42 per 
cent are fully inoculated, 
according to the Depart-
ment of Health.

Baghdad, Sep 12 
(IANS) Iraqi Prime 
Minister Mustafa 
al-Kadhimi said that 
the upcoming legis-
lative elections on 
October 10 are the 
only solution to the 
country’s problems, 
urging people to 
vote for a better fu-
ture.

During a meeting 
on Saturday with 
the electoral com-
mission to discuss 
the polls’ prepara-
tions, al-Kadhimi 
said “exactly 29 days 
later, the early par-
liamentary elections 
will be held, which 

represent the only 
solution to Iraq’s 
problems”, reports 
Xinhua news agen-
cy.

The Prime Min-
ister said that the 
Iraqi authorities 
have taken strict 
measures to en-
sure the prevention 
of fraud attempts, 
stressing that there 
is a coordination to 
provide a UN and 
international pres-
ence to monitor the 
elections.

“We urge effective 
participation in the 
early elections, as 
our children deserve 

a better future and 
a dignified life, and 
the time has come 
for them to enjoy a 
state free of corrup-
tion and injustice,” 
al-Kadhimi said.

Iraq is set to 
hold early elec-
tions on October 10 
in response to the 
a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t 
protests against cor-
ruption and lack of 
public services.

The previous par-
liamentary elections 
in Iraq were held 
on May 12, 2018, 
and the next elec-
tions were originally 
scheduled for 2022.

Tel Aviv, Sep 12 (IANS) Israeli 
fighter jets on Sunday struck mili-
tary posts and facilities belonging 
to the armed wing of the Islamic 
Hamas Movement in the Gaza Strip 
in response to rockets attacks, ac-
cording to security sources.

The sources said that the Israeli 
fighter jets struck by air-to-ground 
missiles military posts and facilities 
in the central and southern Gaza 
Strip for the second day in a row, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

On Friday and Saturday, un-
known militants fired two rockets 
from the Gaza Strip towards Israel, 
according to Israeli media.

No injuries or damage were re-
ported after the rocket landed on 
empty areas.

The Hamas-run al-Aqsa televi-

sion said that witnesses heard the 
buzz of Israeli army drones and 
fighter jets, and then several explo-
sions were heard in the southern 
and central Gaza Strip after strik-
ing military posts that belong to the 
movement.

On Saturday morning, Israeli 
fighter jets attacked military posts 
and facilities that belong to Hamas 
in the northern and central Gaza 
Strip, according to the sources, 
which added that no injuries or 
damage were reported.

In two separate statements on 
Saturday and Sunday, an Israeli 
army spokesman said that fighter 
jets attacked posts that were used 
for manufacturing homemade 
rockets besides attacking weapons 
caches in the Gaza Strip.

Tunis, Sep 12 (IANS) Tuni-
sia’s Islamist party Ennahdha 
expressed its categorical re-
fusal to suspend the Constitu-
tion and change the country’s 
political system, according to a 
statement posted on its official 
Facebook page.

Ennahdha, the first majority 
party in the Tunisian Parlia-
ment, said in the statement on 
Saturday that “what is being 
circulated in this direction are 
attempts by some parties hos-
tile to the democratic path”, 
reports Xinhua news agency

Ennahdha insisted that “the 

dangerous economic, finan-
cial, social and health situation 
the country is going through 
necessitates speeding up the 
formation of a legitimate gov-
ernment that will gain the 
confidence of Parliament and 
place among its priorities the 
implementation of a rescue 
program able to recover the 
economy, respects Tunisia’s 
international commitments 
and strengthens its credibil-
ity”.

The party also called for a na-
tional dialogue between vari-
ous actors on various issues.

On August 24, Tunisian Pres-
ident Kais Saied issued a presi-
dential decree, extending the 
exceptional measures of sus-
pending the activities of the 
parliament and freezing the 
immunity of all its members.

On July 25, Saied announced 
that he had removed Hichem 
Mechichi from the post of 
Prime Minister and suspended 
all activities of the Assembly 
of People’s Representatives, or 
Parliament.

So far, Saied has been head-
ing the government until he ap-
points a new Prime Minister.

Beirut, Sep 12 (IANS) Leba-
non’s political experts have ex-
pressed concerns over the new-
ly-formed cabinet’s governing 
power, as the ministers indirectly 
represent different political par-
ties which have mismanaged the 
state’s affairs over the past three 
decades.

“We’ve expected a cabinet of 
specialists who have clear strate-
gies and plans to save the country 
from its current collapse which, 
unfortunately, is not the case,” 
Rafic Nasrallah, director of the 
Lebanese International Center 
for Media and Research, told Xi-
nhua news agency on Saturday.

Nasrallah said Lebanon’s mul-
tifaceted crisis necessitates the 
appointment of specialists who 
are capable of taking drastic 
measures that fall in the interest 
of the country regardless of the 
ministers’ political affiliations.

Lebanon formed a new cabinet 
on September 10, breaking 13 

months of political deadlock in 
the crisis-torn country.

The 24 cabinet ministers, who 
are not official members of Leba-
non’s different political parties, 
were appointed by ruling au-
thorities based on their political 
affiliations.

The new Prime Minister Na-
jib Mikati told reporters that his 
cabinet is formed of specialists 
who are keen to stop the coun-
try’s current collapse by dealing 
with urgent issues, including the 
negative repercussions of lifting 
subsidies.

Mikati said he owns two thirds 
of the government, an indirect 
hint at President Michel Aoun’s 
acquisition of a blocking third or 
a veto power in the cabinet.

Youssef Diab, political analyst 
at the Lebanese University, told 
Xinhua that the new cabinet’s 
composition is likely to result 
in political disputes which will 
hinder the new government’s ef-

forts of reaching a consensus on 
measures aimed at halting the 
collapse.

“This is why we have asked, in 
the first place, for the appoint-
ment of a powerful and indepen-
dent cabinet,” he said.

Diab said he does not expect 
the current government to “do 
miracles”.

He only wishes for solutions to 
the fuel crisis by continuing the 
negotiations for importing elec-
tricity from Jordan and gas from 
Egypt.

“This cabinet should, at least, 
be able to start negotiations with 
the International Monetary Fund 
which is the only way to stop the 
collapse,” Diab said.

Meanwhile, Sami Nader, direc-
tor of Levant Institute for Stra-
tegic Affairs in Lebanon, doubts 
the new cabinet’s ability to make 
decisions since President Michel 
Aoun succeeded in gaining a veto 
power in the government.

Islamabad, Sep 12 (IANS) Pakistan will 
begin vaccinating teenagers in the age 
group between 15-17 against Covid-19 
starting from Monday, according to the 
Nat ional Command and Opera tion Centre 
(NCOC).

Speaking to Dawn news, Minis try of Na-
tional Health Ser vices spokesperson Sajid 
Shah said: “They will be given Pfizer vac-
cine and the facility will be free of cost. 
Children in this age group are therefore 
advised to visit vaccination centres along 
with their Form B from the National Da-
tabase and Registration Authority (Nadra).

“Pfizer vaccine will be ava ilable at all 
major vaccination centres... We have also 
been making arrangements to send teams 
to educational institutions to vaccinate 
children.”

On August 24, Health Minister Faisal 
Sultan had announced that people over 17 
years of age would be able to receive the 
first dose of a Covid jab from September 1 
and would be fully inoculated by October 
15.

He added that the date for inoculating 
people in the age group of 15 to 17 years 
would be announced later.

The country has so far administered 
67,342,288 doses of Covid-19 vaccines.

In the last 24 hours, 3,480 more people 
tested positive for the virus and 82 others 
died, which took Pakistan’s overall infec-
tion tally and death toll to 1,201,367 and 
26,662, respectively.
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A look at gains from a memorable 
indoor athletics season

London, Sep 12 (GNS) The 
World Athletics Indoor Tour 
organised 25 competitions in 
11 different countries across 
Europe and North America. 
In all, 1,353 athletes from 84 
countries competed in the 
wider series of Gold, Silver 
and Bronze level meetings 

with all six continental 
areas represented, said to 
World Athletics, the global 
governing body.

At the end of the five Gold-
level meetings 11 series 
winners -- representing 
seven countries and three 
continental areas -- were 
confirmed, each earning 
wildcard entries to the 
World Athletics Indoor 
Championships Belgrade22.

6th leg of women’s golf: Seher, 
Jahanvi, Avani in fray

Jaipur, Sep 12 (GNS) Seher 
Atwal, who grabbed her 
maiden breakthrough win 
in the fourth leg, is back for 
the sixth leg of the Women's 
Pro Golf Tour beginning at 
Rambagh Golf Course here on 
Wednesday.Seher will battle it 
out with Jahanvi Bakshi, who 
won her maiden win in the 
fifth leg last week. The two 
latest winners on the WPGT 
are among the 27 professionals 
and four amateurs who tee 
off in the first round.The 
field also includes the only 
amateur winner of 2021, Avani 
Prashanth, even as a host 

of others are hoping to turn 
their fine performances into 
wins this week. Among those 
aspirants are Vani Kapoor and 
Hitaashee Bakshi.Experienced 
stars like Amandeep Drall and 
Tvesa Malik are also looking 
to open their account this 
year while Gaurika Bishnoi, 
Gursimar Badwal and Neha 
Tripathi are trying to find their 
rhythm. Ridhima Dilawari 
won the first event of 2021, 
but since then has not come 
close.The Bakshi sisters, who 
have caught the eye in the last 
few weeks and won once each 
in the last six starts, besides 

numerous top-three finishes, 
will try for an encore. The 
field is very strong despite the 
absence of Pranavi Urs and 
Diksha Dagar, both of whom 
are not fully fit. 

The competition has 
become so intense that there 
are more than half a dozen 
contenders each week. Apart 
from the Bakshi sisters, Jahanvi 
and Hitaashee, another sibling 
pair will also see the Atwals, as 
Seher will have the company 
of Mehar.Gauri Karhade, who 
won her lone title in 2019, is 
still looking for a second one.
Apart from Avani, who has 

been playing very well, there 
are three other amateurs 
in the field --Nishna Patel, 
Rishika Muralidhar and Kriti 
Chowhan.The players will tee 
off from two tees, as six groups 
start from the first tee and the 
rest from the 10th.

Dinesh Karthik’s social media 
post summing up 5th Test 

situation goes viral

Raducanu emerges new US Open women’s champion in an all-teen affair

New Delhi, Sep 12 (GNS) 
India cricketer Dinesh 
Karthik’s post on social me-
dia with a picture of dozens 
of WWE fi ghters throwing 
punches at each other in the 
ring, and captioning it “Ev-
eryone fi guring about 5th 
Test on twitter (Face with 
tongue symbol) #ENGvIND,” 
has received thousands of 
likes and re-tweets in less 
than two days, with fans say-
ing that it correctly sums up 
the scenario of the cancelled 
Old Trafford Test.

Following the Indian team’s 
assistant physiotherapist Yo-
gesh Parmar testing positive a 
few days after head coach Ravi 
Shastri, bowling coach Bharat 
Arun and fi elding coach R 
Sridhar had tested positive, 
speculation was rife whether 
India will play the fi fth Test 
or not.There were reports 
that the Test would likely go 
ahead as per schedule with 
all the Indian players testing 
negative for fresh RT-PCR 

Covid tests. In a free-for-all, 
everyone started giving opin-
ions.The speculations didn’t 
end despite the England and 
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) 
and the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) issu-
ing statements that the Test 

had been cancelled, and dis-
cussion moved to whether the 
IPL was the reason for calling 
off the Test. Former England 
skipper Michael Vaughan was 
quick to take to social media, 
tweeting, “IPL teams charter-
ing planes …

New York, Sep 12 (GNS) 
Great Britain’s Emma Ra-
ducanu, who had made her 
tour-level main-draw debut in 
Nottingham just three months 
ago, emerged the new US 
Open women’s champion, de-
feating 19-year-old Leylah Fer-
nandez of Canada 6-4, 6-3 in 
an all-teenage fi nal to win her 
fi rst Grand Slam title and her 
fi rst tour-level title overall on 
Sunday (IST).The 18-year-old 
British teenager had a perfect 
three weeks in New York. She 

made it through three rounds 
of qualifying without the loss 
of a set, was equally composed 
in her main-draw debut, where 
she also did not drop a set in 
seven matches.

She is the fi rst woman to 
win the US Open without 
dropping a set since Serena 
Williams in 2014. Raducanu 
is also the youngest Grand 
Slam champion since Ma-
ria Sharapova of Russia won 
the 2004 Wimbledon aged 17. 
Ranked world No.150, Raduca-

nu is the lowest-ranked player 
to win the US Open title since 
an unranked Kim Clijsters of 
Belgium earned the fi rst major 
of her comeback in Flushing 
Meadows in 2009. Raducanu 
is projected to reach a world 
ranking of 23 on Monday.

Raducanu also makes histo-
ry by becoming the fi rst quali-
fi er to win a Grand Slam singles 
title — she had already become 
the fi rst qualifi er to make a 
Grand Slam fi nal on Thurs-
day.She is also the fi rst British 

woman to win a Grand Slam 
singles title in over 40 years. 
Virginia Wade triumphed on 
home soil at Wimbledon 1977, 
the year of the silver jubilee of 
Queen Elizabeth II.

Wade is the only other Brit-
ish woman to reach a US Open 
fi nal in the Open Era, when the 
she won the fi rst of her three 
Grand Slam singles titles in 
New York in 1968.

As she had in all of her pre-
vious matches here, Raducanu 
eased through two sets mixing 

power and precision that be-
lied her lack of experience at 
this level. Against world No.73 
Fernandez, Raducanu had 22 
winners to Fernandez’s 18, 
while fi ring one fewer unforced 
error than the Canadian.

Fernandez continued to use 
her tremendous court cover-
age and timing to extend rallies 
past their breaking points and 
win games other players might 
not have, as she saved 14 of the 
18 break points she faced in 
the match.

New Delhi, Sep 12 (GNS) 
Nokia has announced it will 
lay off 10,000 employees in 
the next two years as part of 
its restructuring plans, reset 
its cost bases and invest in 
R&D and future capabili-
ties including 5G, cloud and 
digital infrastructure.

On a group level, this is 
expected to lower the com-
pany's cost base by approxi-
mately 600 million euros by 
the end of 2023.

These savings will offset 
increased investments in 
R&D, future capabilities and 
costs related to salary infla-
tion.

"Planned restructuring 
is expected to result in an 
80,000-85,000 employ-
ee organisation, over an 
18-24-month period, in-
stead of the approximately 
90,000 employees Nokia 
has today," the company 
said in a statement late on 
Tuesday.

In October last year, the 
company announced a new 
operating model designed 
to better position the com-
pany for changing markets 
and align with customer 
needs.

"Nokia now has four 
fully accountable busi-
ness groups. Each of them 
has identified a clear path 
to sustainable, profitable 
growth and they are reset-
ting their cost bases to in-
vest in their future," said 
Pekka Lundmark, President 
and CEO."Each business 
group will aim for technol-

ogy leadership. In those 
areas where we choose to 
compete, we will play to 
win. We are therefore en-
hancing product quality 
and cost competitiveness, 
and investing in the right 
skills and capabilities," 
Lundmark added.

The savings will take 
place gradually and will off-
set increased investments 
in R&D, future capabilities 
and costs related to salary 
inflation.

Additional long-term 
benefits that Nokia will ac-
tion include streamlining its 
portfolio and reducing site 
fragmentation, the compa-
ny said.

Nokia said it expects ap-
proximately 500 million eu-
ros of cash outflows related 
to its previous restructuring 
programme.

The company said the 
mobile networks division 
aims to be the indisputable 
top in wireless mobility net-
works and associated ser-
vices.

To achieve this goal, Nokia 
will focus on strengthening 
technology leadership and 
will further invest in 5G R&D. 
It will also accelerate efforts 
to digitalize processes and 
tools across the value chain.

NOKIA TO LAY OFF 10K 
EMPLOYEES, PLANS 

INVESTMENT IN
 5G, CLOUD

ArraySecunderabad, Sep 
12 (GNS) The South Central 
Railway (SCR) zone has com-
missioned 134 more track 
kilometres (TKMs) of electri-
fied railway lines in the past 
couple of days in some im-
portant sections of the zone.

The new sections where 
the electrified lines were 
commissioned are Dhar-
mavaram and Kadiri, 77.89 
TKMs, in Guntakal division 
in Andhra Pradesh and Lin-
gampet-Jagiyal-Morthad, 
56.5 TKMs, in Secunder-
abad division of Telangana 
state.“The section between 
Dharmavaram-Kadiri is part 
of Dharmavaram-Pakala sec-
tion which was converted 

into broad gauge in the year 
2011. The entire section was 
sanctioned for electrifica-
tion in the year 2017-18 and 
under the first phase the sec-
tion between Dharmavaram-
Kadiri for a distance of 77.89 
km has been completed and 
commissioned,” said a rail-
way zone official.Likewise, 
the section between Lingam-
pet-Jagityal-Morthad is part 
of Peddapalli-Nizamabad 
new railway line. This section 
between Peddapalli-Lingam-
pet-Jagityal for a distance of 
83 km has already been com-
pleted.Electrification work 
for the remaining portion 
between Lingampet-Jagityal-
Nizamabad has been sanc-

tioned in the year 2017-18, 
out of which 56.5 TKMs be-
tween Lingampet-Jagityal-
Morthad is now completed 

while the balance portions 
are going through fast prog-
ress.With the addition of 134 
TKMs of electrified lines, to-

tal electrified length in the 
current 2020-21 financial 
year touched 274 route km.

“The electrification of 
these railway lines will sig-
nificantly strengthen rail 
infrastructure in the state of 
Telangana and AP and pro-
vide seamless movement of 
freight and passenger traffic 
on rails, besides reducing en 
route detentions,” he said.
Similarly, the Railways also 
stands to benefit immensely 
with electrification in these 
routes by dwindling fuel 
expenditure, environment 
friendly operations, reduces 
emissions, lesser carbon 
footprint and promoting en-
ergy conservation.

South Central Railway commissions 134 
km of electrified lines

Zomato to stop grocery delivery service 
from September 17

New Delhi, Sep 12 (GNS)  
Online food delivery platform 
Zomato has decided to stop 
its grocery delivery service 
from September 17 mainly on 
account of gaps in order ful-
fi llment, leading to poor cus-
tomer experience.

The company also said that 
it believes that its investment 
in Grofers will generate better 
outcomes for its shareholders 
than in-house grocery efforts.

In an email to its grocery 
partners, Zomato said, “At 
Zomato, we believe in deliver-
ing best in class services to our 
customers and largest growth 
opportunities to our merchant 
partners. We don’t believe 
that the current model is the 

best way to deliver these to 
our customers and merchant 
partners. Hence, we intend to 
stop our pilot grocery delivery 
service effective 17 Septem-

ber, 2021”.The email mentions 
that “store catalogues are very 
dynamic and inventory levels 
change frequently. This has 
led to gaps in order fulfi llment, 

leading to poor customer ex-
perience”.

In the same time period, 
the express delivery model, 
with under 15 minute deliv-
ery promise and near perfect 
fulfi lment rates has been get-
ting a lot of traction with cus-
tomers and expanding rap-
idly, the company said in the 
email.“We have realised that it 
is extremely diffi cult to pull off 
such a delivery promise with 
high fulfi lment rates consis-
tently, in a marketplace model 
(like ours),” the mail said.

When contacted, a Zomato 
spokesperson said, “We have 
decided to shut down our 
grocery pilot and as of now, 
have no plans to run any 

other form of grocery delivery 
on our platform. Grofers has 
found high quality product 
market fi t in 10 minute gro-
cery and we believe our in-
vestment in the company will 
generate better outcomes for 
our shareholders than our in-
house grocery effort.”

Earlier Zoamto had said 
that it had invested USD 100 
million (around Rs 745 crore) 
for acquiring a minority stake 
in grocery delivery platform 
Grofers.In July Zomato CFO 
Akshant Goyal had said , “It 
(grocery) is a large opportu-
nity. The online grocery is na-
scent right now but is growing 
rapidly not just in India but 
across the world…
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STATE

KTR ASKS ARVIND TO TALK TO MILITARY OFFICIALS TO OPEN CANTONMENT ROADS

RISING FUEL PRICES RATTLING FARMERS: HARISH RAO
Karimnagar, Sep 12 

(GNS) Finance Minister 
T Harish Rao on Sunday 
said farmers were forced to 
cough up an additional Rs 
3,000 on each acre for cul-
tivation on account of the 
increase in prices of diesel 
and petrol.

“Not satisfi ed with this 
move, the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre is also 
conspiring to fi x meters 
on agricultural pump sets 
to record the power con-
sumption by farmers.

Not only petrol and die-
sel, but prices of all essential 
commodities will also go up 
further if the BJP is elected 
in Huzurabad Assembly 

by-election,” the Minister 
said.Dismissing the Con-
gress as a party of no con-
sequence, Harish said the 
fi ght in Huzurabad by-poll 

was essentially between the 
ruling TRS and BJP.“People 
should decide whether 
they want to support Chief 
Minister K Chandrashekhar 

Rao who has been giving Rs 
one lakh for the marriage of 
girls from poor families un-
der Kalyana Lakshmi and 
Shadhi Mubaarak scheme 

or the BJP which has been 
giving wall clocks, sewing 
machines and grinders to 
woo the voters in the con-
stituency,” he said.

Harish Rao was speaking 
after laying the foundation 
stone for Munnurukapu 
Bhavan here in the pres-
ence of BC Welfare and 
Civil Supplies Minister 
Gangula Kamalakar.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Minister urged the people 
to introspect whether the 
lives of farmers have changed 
after the State formation. Be-
sides the 24-hour power sup-
ply, suffi cient irrigation water 
was being supplied to the ag-
riculture sector.

Hyderabad, Sep 12 (GNS) 
The Telangana Remote 
Sensing Application Centre 
(TRAC) has developed a plant 
growth monitoring system.
The system was presented to 
Chief Secretary Somesh Ku-
mar and other senior offi cials 
during a meeting on planta-
tionS on Friday.The system 
facilitates in identifying po-
tential avenue, block and 
individual sites for planta-
tions through high resolution 
satellite data. The TRAC has 

also created a portal through 
which potential plantation 
site information can be ac-
cessed through mobile.A 
dashboard containing total 
information about the plan-
tation was also developed.He 
observed that this system will 
be a game changer, is very 
timely and in sync with Chief 
Minister K. Chandrasekhar 
Rao’s vision of making the 
state green.It would help the 
offi cials to focus on multi-
layer avenue plantation, inch 

by inch plantation along the 
lakes, roads and scattered 
lands so as to ensure that no 
area is left vacant, he added.
Special Chief Secretary, For-
est, Shanti Kumari, Principal 
Secretary, MA & UD, Arvind 
Kumar, Principal Secretary, 
IT, Jayesh Ranjan, Secretary, 
PR&RD, Sandeep Kumar Sul-
tania, Principal Cchief Con-
servator of Forests, R. Sobha, 
Principal Secretary, Finance, 
Ronald Rose, and other of-
fi cials attended the meeting.

Hyderabad, Sep 12 (GNS)
Municipal and IT Minister KT 
Rama Rao today expressed 
displeasure at the continuous 
roads closure in Secunder-
abad cantonment area caus-
ing a lot of inconvenience 
to people. Taking to twitter 
the minister said that the is-

sue will be resolved through a 
meeting with local military of-
fi cials.It may be said here that 
the state government has time 
and again urged the Centre to 
resolved the continuous issue. 
The roads in cantonment are 
closed for a long time causing 
problems to people, the gov-

ernment informed the Centre. 
Some letters were also written 
by the government to defense 
minister Rajnath Singh in this 
regard and the issue still re-
mains unaddressed.He asked 
municipal principal secretary 
Arvind Kumar to address the 
same at the earliest. KTR said 

that the government will cer-
tainly stand with the people 
and address their issues per-
taining to the roads.He asked 
the offi cials to hold talks with 
the military offi cials and re-
solved the issue amicably. 
According to information 21 
roads were closed by the mili-

tary offi cials from 2018 and it is 
been causing a huge inconve-
nience to the local people.Lo-
cal NGO green Sainikpuri has 
appealed to the minister to ad-
dress the same. In response to 
this the minister has instruct-
ed Arvind Kumar to settle the 
matter. In turn the offi cial said 

that he will hold a meeting 
with local military offi cials and 
resolve the issue amicably. “A 
total of 21 roads have been 
closed in SCB jurisdiction in 
2018. We will submit the docu-
ments on roads closure and 
inconvenience faced by public 
in the meeting,” he said.

TELANGANA BUDGET 
PEOPLE-CENTRIC: MAHMOOD ALI

Hyderabad, Sep 12 (GNS) 
Calling it a pro-people’s 
budget, several Telangana 
Ministers hailed the budget 
presented by Finance Minis-
ter T. Harish Rao in the State 
Assembly here on Thursday.
Agriculture Minister S. Niran-
jan Reddy said the Telangana 
government was pro-farmer 
and was the only government 
that was making significant 
allocations to agriculture sec-

tor.Energy Minister G. Jag-
adish Reddy said the budget 
gave equal priority to welfare, 
agriculture and employment 
generation. It reflects Chief 

Minister K. Chandrashek-
har Rao’s vision and sets an 
example for other States, he 
said.Roads and Buildings 
Minister V. Prashanth Reddy 
said the budget was benefi-
cial to all sections. Substantial 
allocations have been made 
to agriculture and allied sec-
tors and it shows Chief Min-
ister K.Chandrashekhar Rao’s 
commitment towards farm-
ers’ welfare.Tribal Welfare 

Minister Satyavathi Rathod 
said the budget was a progres-
sive one with emphasis on 
women and tribal welfare and 
development.Home Minister 
Mohd Mahmood Ali called 
the budget as a people-cen-
tric budget and said despite 
covid pandemic’s impact on 
the economy, the State gov-
ernment continued its alloca-
tions to different welfare and 
development programmes.

“ JANASENA WELCOME” TO 
TELANGANA STATE LEADERS

Arelly Govardhana Giri, 
Karimnagar Reporter 
:-Bhartiya Janata party 
leaders who resigned 
from the party did not like 
the anti-people policies 
the BJP.More than hun-
dred persons are Joined 
the TRS party in the pres-
ence of gangula kamala-
kar BC welfare minister.
TRS government has 

been taking innovation 
development programs 
and this government had 
achieved milestone of 
Golden  Telangana. for 
which Gangula kamala-
kar, minister forefront  
hence we are joining the 
TRS who said.Panjala 
Ramesh Goud kothapalli 
zone vice president Un-
der the auspices, more 

than hundred bJP activ-
ists have joined in the TRS 
party.On the occasion ko-
thapalli  zone president , 
k Srinivas Goud, former 
Coordination committee  
president, Shankar Goud, 
Ex- sarpanch , shekhar 
Rao, srinivasa Rao, Cor-
porator, Venu, MPTC, 
Nayak and among others 
Joined in.

SHOCK TO BJP IN KARIMNAGAR

Arelly Govardhana Giri, 
Karimnagar Reporter :- Ra-
magundam constituency 
leaders Raula.Sai Krishna, 
Raula.Madhu. N. Shankar 
Goud,led state in-charge, 
for the distribution of active 
membership kits  to the joint 
Karimnagar district Janas-

ena party.  Reddy, Nandagiri 
Satish and women section 
leaders gave a warm wel-
come to the Likitha.  Later, 
a wreath was laid at the 
Ambedkar statue  Ramagun-
dam Municipal Corporation 
junction.  The event was at-
tended by Janasena Party 

state youth secretary M. 
Harish Goud, G. Madhukar, 
Vishwanchari, V. Rakesh, M. 
Shravan, Md.Imran, M. Ravi-
kant, A.Ranjith, B. Tirupati, 
P.Shashank, P.Prakash and a 
large number of  Telangana 
State Janasena Party Activists 
Participated.

TRAC DEVELOPS PLANT GROWTH 
MONITORING SYSTEM

TRAC also created a portal through which potential plantation site 
information can be accessed through mobiles

Actress Ashu Reddy, Actress Diksha Panth, Actress Jenny & Skin 
& Makeup Enthusiast at the  Grand Launch of Innovative Aesthetic 

Treatments for Brides, Ladies & Brides  at Celebrity Secrets 
Advance Hair & Skin Studio at Madhapur, Hitech City in Hyderabad 

on Sunday.Pic:Style photo service.

TELANGANA : 
20,483 TANKS 
GET SURPLUS 

WATER

Hyderabad, Sep 12 
(GNS)  At least 20,483 
tanks in several parts of 
the State received surplus 
water during this mon-
soon, offi cials of Irriga-
tion department said on 
Sunday.

In the tank fi lling status 
report as on September 9, 
as many as 20,483 of the 
43,870 tanks under juris-
diction of 19 Chief Engi-
neers and Engineer-in-
Chiefs received surplus 
water while 12,255 tanks 
were fi lled up to 75 per 
cent to 100 per cent and 
4,994 were fi lled up to 50 
per cent to 75 per cent.

Out of 20,483 tanks, 
3,242 water tanks in Ga-
jwel got surplus water 
while 2,271 in Warangal 
and 1,880 in Karimnagar 
got surplus water.

However, 2,776 tanks 
including 741 in Hyder-
abad while 562 in Mah-
bubnagar and 500 in Wa-
naparthy were fi lled up to 
zero to 25 per cent only.

TELANGANA GOVT TO FILE  REVIEW 
PLEA ON POP GANESH 

IDOLS IMMERSION
Hyderabad, Sep 12 

(GNS) The Telangana 
government plans to 
request the High Court 
to permit immersion of 
Plaster of Paris (PoP) 
Ganesh idols in the 
city’s iconic lake, Hus-
sainsagar.The state’s 
animal husbandry and 
cinematography min-
ister Talasani Srinivas 
Yadav on Sunday said 
the government will fi le 
a review petition in this 
matter.The High Court 

earlier had banned im-
mersion of PoP Ganesh 
idols in the lake.Speak-
ing to media, the minis-

ter said that more than 
35,000 idols had already 
been installed all over 
the city by the time the 

High Court had issued 
a ban on immersion. 
Making alternative ar-
rangements, like con-
structing ponds, at this 
late hour is not pos-
sible, he pointed out.
Regarding the review 
petition, Srinivas Yadav 
said that the state gov-
ernment will give the 
court an assurance to 
clear all the POP idols 
and debris from Hus-
sainsagar, within 48 
hours of the immersion.


