
Three held in 
stabbing case in 

Delhi's Dwarka
New Delhi, Oct 20 (UNI) 

Three people have been ar-
rested in connection with a 
murder case in which a woman 
was stabbed to death on Matia-
la Road in Delhi's Dwarka area, 
an official said on Wednesday. 
One of the arrested accused 
was a jilted lover of the 22-year-
old victim. The incident oc-
curred on Monday evening 
when the suspect met the vic-
tim through common friends. 
Family sources said the victim 
left the house before 12 a.m., 
informing her parents that she 
will stay at her friend's place. 
As she met the accused, in a fit 
of anger, he allegedly stabbed 
the woman seven times. She 
was rushed to a nearby hos-
pital where she was declared 
brought dead due to excessive 
blood loss. As per CCTV foot-
age accessed by IANS, the ac-
cused could be seen stabbing 
the woman multiple times. In 
the video, two men could be 
seen trying to save the woman, 
however, their efforts turned 
futile.Sources said the woman 
and the accused were earlier in 
a relationship, however, they 
broke up some time ago. Pre-
liminary investigation revealed 
that the suspect committed the 
murder after facing rejection 
by the woman. All the three ar-
rested accused have been iden-
tified as -- Ankit Gaba, Manish 
and Himanshu. According to 
recent data released by the Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB), the national capital re-
corded the highest number of 
crimes against women among 
all metropolitan cities in the 
country.
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ZERO TOLERANCE AGAINST 
CORRUPTION: PM TO JOINT 

MEET OF CBI-CVC

CM KCR ASKS POLICE AND
 EXCISE OFFICIALS TOLD TO MAKE 

THE STATE DRUG-FREE

Karnataka woman 
murdered, 

body set on fire, 
husband held

Bengaluru, Oct 20 (UNI) A Ben-
galuru man was arrested for 
allegedly murdering his wife 
and setting her body on fire on 
Wednesday, police said. The 
deceased woman was identi-
fied as Afreen Khan, a resi-
dent of Yarabnagar, and her 
husband as Laalu. According 
to police, Afreen was attacked 
with knife and scissors and 
stabbed all over her body. Af-
ter she succumbed, her body 
was laid on a bed and set afire. 
Noticing the fire in the house, 
which was locked from out-
side, neighbours broke in and 
dis overed Afreen's body. Ban-
ashankari police are investi-
gating the case and took the 
husband into custody on sus-
picion. The couple was married 
eight years ago and had two 
children. However, they fought 
often and Afreen had asked her 
mother to take her home.

Fake communal 
violence videos
 go viral, WB on

 high alert

Kolkata, Oct 20 (UNI) The West 
Bengal Home Department has 
put all the districts, particularly 
those bordering Bangladesh, 
on high alert after fake videos 
aiming to create communal 
tension following the attacks 
on Hindus during Durga Puja 
in Bangladesh, went viral. One 
particular video from Bangla-
desh that has been making the 
rounds in Bengal is a clip hav-
ing a tagline "how Jatan Saha, a 
Hindu Grand Alliance activist, 
was murdered in a temple at 
Noakhali". Several BJP lead-
ers, such as Debdas Mondal, 
general secretary of the party 
in Bongaon district, shared 
the video on Tuesday, seeking 
justice for the deceased. On 
the development, Bangladesh 
Home Minister Asaduzza-
man Khan on Tuesday said a 
group with "vested interests" 
was circulating fake videos on 
social media to create com-
munal tension. Referring to the 
video, Khan explained that the 
30-second clip he was referring 
to was of the May 16 incident 
in Dhaka's Pallabi area over a 
property dispute. "But a group 
with vested interests is circu-
lating it, calling it the footage of 
the killing of Jatan Kumar Saha 
in Noakhali, who died in the re-
cent clashes. This is being done 
with the intention of creating 
communal tension. We con-
demn such actions," Khan said 
at a programme titled "Tech-
nological Modernisation of 
RAB (Rapid Action Battalion)". 
A senior official of the state 
home department said that of-
ficials had been asked to keep 
track of all social media posts, 
as there are apprehensions 
that some forces might try to 
use the "assault on Hindus" in 
Bangladesh to create trouble in 
Bengal. 

Lucknow, Oct 20 (UNI) Con-
gress General Secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra was detained by 
Lucknow Police on the Lucknow- 
Agra expressway on Wednesday 
when she was going to Agra to 
meet the family members of Arun 

Valmiki who died in police custo-
dy. Police said Priyanka was taken 
into custody and was brought 
to police lines after she showed 
adamancy to go to Agra. After her 
detentionn, Priyanka tweeted “ 
Arun Valmiki died in police cus-
tody. His family is seeking justice. 
I want to visit family. What is the 
UP government afraid of? Why 
am I being stopped?.”“ Today is 
Lord Valmiki Jayanti, PM spoke 
big on Mahatma Buddha, but 
is contradicting his own mes-
sages,” she added. 

Lucknow Police detains Priyanka 
Gandhi on way to Agra

Kushinagar (UP), Octo-
ber 20 : Lord Buddha is 
the inspiration for India's 
Constitution even today, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said on Wednesday.

Addressing a gathering 
at the Abhidhamma Day 
programme here, he also 
asserted that the 'dhamma 
chakra' on the Tricolour 
is the driving force for the 
country.The day symbol-

ises the end of the three-
month rainy retreat – 'var-
shavaas' or 'vassa' – during 
which Buddhist monks 
stay in a monastery to pray 

and meditate."Even to-
day, when someone enters 
Parliament (of India), they 
see the mantra 'Dharma 
Chakra Pravartaanye'," the 
prime minister, who inau-
gurated a new international 
airport here, said while con-
temporising the message 
of the Buddha. "Buddha 
is global because he talks 
about starting from within. 
Lord Buddha's Buddhatatva 

is the sense of ultimate re-
sponsibility," he added.

"Today, when the world 
talks about climate conser-
vation and expresses con-
cern over climate change 
many questions come up. 
But if we adopt the message 
of Buddha, then the path 
of what has to be done, 
instead of who has to do 
it, will be visible," he said. 
Kushinagar, about 320 km 

from the state capital Luc-
know, is the final resting 
place of the Buddha. This is 
where he attained Mahapa-
rinirvana after his death. 
The inauguration of the 
Kushinagar International 
Airport was marked by the 
landing of a flight from the 
Sri Lankan capital Colombo 
bringing a Sri Lankan dele-
gation of over 100 Buddhist 
monks and dignitaries. 

Lord Buddha inspiration for India's 
Constitution even today: Modi

New Delhi, Oct 20 (UNI) Su-
preme Court on Wednesday in 
its judgment set aside the grant 
of two weeks’ furlough granted 
to self-proclaimed godman and 
convict Asaram’s son, Narayan 
Sai, who is serving life term in a 
2014 rape case.The bench of the 
Supreme Court, headed by Jus-
tice Dr Dhananjaya Yashwant 
Chandrachud pronounced the 
verdict, after hearing the state 

of Gujarat’s SLP (Special Leave 
Petition) against the order of the 
Single Judge of the Gujarat High 
Court granting the convict, Na-
rayan Sai, furlough for a period 
of 2 weeks.

The bench held that the fur-
lough can be granted after a 
stipulated number of years have 
been served, without any rea-
son. It was observed that “the 
purpose for the same is to allow 

the prisoner to continue with 
family life and integration in 
the society. However, the bench 
added that while furlough can 
be claimed without a reason, a 
prisoner does not have an abso-
lute legal right to furlough, that 
the interest of the prisoner in the 
grant of furlough has to be bal-
anced against the public interest 
and furlough can be refused to 
certain categories of prisoners.”

While setting aside the Guja-
rat High Court order, the bench 
noted that the concerned jail 
superintendent has given a 
negative opinion about the re-
spondent based on the fact that 
he kept a mobile phone in the 
jail illegally and tried to make 
contact with the outside world. 
The bench noted that there 
have been instances of threats 
issued to the investigating team 

and witnesses at the behest of 
the respondent, that during the 
trial, attempts were made to 
bribe public officials, and that 
the conduct of the respondent 
in the jail is also not beyond re-
proach. “Disturbance to public 
peace and tranquility are the 
grounds in the Bombay Fur-
lough and Parole Rules, 1959 for 
the refusal of furlough. In view 
of these circumstances.

SC sets aside furlough order of Guj HC against convict Narayan Sai in 2014 rape case

No bail for Aryan yet in drug case
Mumbai, Oct 20 (UNI) 

A Special Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Court on 
Wednesday rejected the 
bail applications of Bol-
lywood superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan’s son Aryan 
Khan, and his two friends 
Arbaaz Merchant and 
Munmun Dhamecha, in 
the cruise bust drug case, 
and extended their judi-
cial custody.

All three are in judi-
cial custody. While Aryan 
Khan and Merchant are 
lodged in the Arthur Road 

Jail in Mumbai, Dhame-
cha is lodged at the Bycul-
la prison for women.Judge 
VV Patil who reserved the 
order earlier with the NCB 
opposing the plea while 
saying that Aryan was a 

regular consumer of drugs 
and there were evidence 
corroborating the same 
for the last few years. The 
prosecution reiterated 
the charge of conspiracy 
against Aryan is based 

on his WhatsApp chats.
Based on a tip-off that a 
rave party was scheduled 
on the ship, a team of Nar-
cotic Control Bureau team 
raided the Goa-bound 
Cordelia cruise on Octo-
ber 2 evening and alleg-
edly seized drugs. Several 
persons including Aryan, 
Merchant and Dhamecha 
were arrested.NCB sleuths 
said they seized 13 grams 
of cocaine, five grams of 
MD, 21 grams of Charas, 
22 pills of MDMA (ecstasy) 
and Rs 1.33 lakh in cash 
during the raid.

Jammu, Oct 20 (UNI) Des-
perate to exit the Kashmir 
Valley amid targeted killings 
of civilians, thousands of non-
local workers along with their 
families continue to queue up 
outside ticket counters of rail-
way stations and bus stops in 
Jammu on Wednesday. They 
appealed to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to help them 
reach their homes safely as 
quickly as possible.

Helpless and in distress, 
hundreds of non local la-
bourers were seen arriving 

here on every form of trans-
port, even on foot as they 
fled from the Valley trying 
to ensure a seat or even 
a foothold in any kind of 
transport exiting the union 
territory. The workers have 
assembled at Jammu Tawi 

Railway Station and at Gen-
eral Bus Stand looking for 
cheaper transportation so 
that they reach their des-
tinations in different parts 
of the country as soon as 
possible as they are running 
out of money.

Help us reach home: Non-locals 
fleeing J&K appeals to PM

Srinagar, Oct 20 ( UNI) 
A soldier of the Army’s 
counter-insurgency unit 
was killed on Wednesday 
in Shopian as a joint op-
eration team of the security 
forces brought down two 
terrorists, including a top 
commander of Lashkar-e-
Taiba, who was involved 
in the killing of a migrant 
worker in Pulwama, police 
said. The gunfight between 
militants and security 
forces erupted this morn-
ing when joint teams of 

the police, army and Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force 
launched a cordon and 
search operation in Dragad 
village following specific 
inputs. “During the search 
op eration, as the presence 
of terrorists got ascertained 
they were asked to sur-
render, instead they fired 
indiscriminately upon the 
joint search party, which 
was retaliated leading to an 
encounter. In the ensuing 
encounter, two terrorists 
were killed,” a police officer 

said. Sources said a soldier 
was also killed during the 
gunfight. One of the slain 
militants was identified by 
the police as Adil Ahmed 
Wani, the District Com-
mander Shopian LeT (The 
Resistance Front).“One of 
the killed #terrorists has 
been #identified as Adil Ah 
Wani, active since 7/2020. 
He was #involved in #kill-
ing of one poor labourer at 
Litter #Pulwama. So far, 15 
terrorists have been #neu-
tralised in 2 weeks.

Soldier, 2 militants killed 
in Shopian gunfight

Chandigarh, Oct 20 (UNI) 
In an apparent embarrass-
ment for the Congress, its 
legislator Joginder Pal in 
Punjab allegedly assaulted 
a man who questioned him 
over the work done in the 
constituency.A video of 
the incident has gone viral 

on social media.The video 
shows the legislator, dressed 
in a white kurta, talking 
about the development 
works carried out by him 
in his Boha constituency in 
Pathankot district. When he 
was publically confronted 
by the villagers about what 

exactly has he done for the 
welfare of the constituency, 
the legislator was seen trying 
to beat up villagers. He can 
be seen beating up the man 
who asked, "What have you 
really done?"Responding 
to the development, Home 
Minister Sukhjinder Singh 
Randhawa said the MLA 
should not have behaved 
in this fashion. "We are the 
people's representatives 
and here to serve them," 
Randhawa said.

Cong MLA in Punjab 
assaults man for questioning 

his performance

New Delhi, Oct 20 
(UNI) Supreme Court 
on Wednesday in its 
judgment set aside the 
grant of two weeks’ fur-
lough granted to self-
proclaimed godman 
and convict Asaram’s 
son, Narayan Sai, who 
is serving life term in 
a 2014 rape case. The 
bench of the Supreme 
Court, headed by Jus-
tice Dr Dhananjaya 
Yashwant Chandra-
chud pronounced the 
verdict, after hearing 

the state of Gujarat’s 
SLP (Special Leave Pe-
tition) against the or-
der of the Single Judge 
of the Gujarat High 
Court granting the 
convict, Narayan Sai, 
furlough for a period 
of 2 weeks. The bench 
held that the furlough 
can be granted after a 
stipulated number of 
years have been served, 
without any reason. It 
was observed that “the 
purpose for the same 
is to allow the prisoner 

to continue with family 
life and integration in 
the society. However, 
the bench added that 
while furlough can be 
claimed without a rea-
son, a prisoner does 
not have an absolute 
legal right to furlough, 
that the interest of the 
prisoner in the grant 
of furlough has to be 
balanced against the 
public interest and fur-
lough can be refused 
to certain categories of 
prisoners.”

SC sets aside furlough order of Guj HC 
against convict Narayan Sai in 2014 rape case

HE WAS ADDRESSING A GATHERING AT THE ABHIDHAMMA DAY PROGRAMME
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2021
EU, India and the Indo-Pacifi c
Last month, the making of AUKUS eclipsed another In-

do-Pacifi c-related announcement: The release of the “EU 
strategy for cooperation in the Indo-Pacifi c”. This is rather 
unfair because this document is very rich and needs to be 
analysed in the context of the rapprochement between the 
EU and India, which culminated in the June EU-India sum-
mit, a “turning point” according to some analysts. Unsurpris-
ingly, the EU strategy in the Indo-Pacifi c appears to be over-
determined by China’s expansionism. “The display of force 
and increasing tensions in regional hotspots such as in the 
South and East China Sea and in the Taiwan Strait may have 
a direct impact on European security and prosperity,” the 
document says. At the same time, it points out that the EU, 
“while pushing back where fundamental disagreements exist 
with China, such as on human rights”, will also “pursue its 
multifaceted engagement with China”, “engaging bilaterally 
to promote solutions to common challenges, cooperating on 
issues of common interest and encouraging China to play its 
part in a peaceful and thriving Indo-Pacifi c region”.The US is 
unlikely to quit the region, but it wants to reduce some of its 
regional burdens and strengthen its local partnerships. Many 
regional powers were quick to see this change and have sig-
nifi cantly expanded their activism. Delhi is late to the party. 
It is perhaps too early to call the new minilateral with the US, 
UAE and Israel the “new Quad” for the Middle East. It will 
be a while before this grouping will fi nd its feet and evolve. 
After all, it took quite some effort to build the Quad in the east 
with Australia, India, Japan and the United States. If security 
interests are highlighted in the beginning, they are rather low 
in the list of the objectives of the EU Indo-Pacifi c strategy, 
which are listed as: “Sustainable and inclusive prosperity; 
green transition; ocean governance; digital governance and 
partnerships; connectivity; security and defence; human se-
curity”. Many paragraphs of the document are dedicated to 
values, including human rights. One of them says: “The EU 
will continue to use its restrictive measures (sanctions) re-
gime against individuals, entities and bodies responsible for, 
involved in, or associated with serious human rights viola-
tions and abuses worldwide. In international fora, the EU will 
work with like-minded Indo-Pacifi c partners to push back 
any initiative that undermines the human rights enshrined 
in customary international law and in international human 
rights instruments.” In terms of partnerships, India does not 
fi gure very prominently. By contrast, ASEAN is presented 
as “an increasingly important partner for the EU”. One full 
section entitled “the centrality of ASEAN” is dedicated to the 
“strategic partnership” that the EU and the ASEAN have de-
veloped over the last 40 years. New Partnership and Coopera-
tion Agreements (PCAs) are announced with Thailand and 
Malaysia. However, India appears in the list of the countries 
which already have an Indo-Pacifi c strategy and with which 
the EU is interested in a deeper “engagement”, a list made 
of ASEAN, Australia, India, Japan, New Zealand, the Republic 
of Korea, the UK and US. However, the document does not 
mention the role India could play in value-chain diversifi ca-
tion, a top priority of the EU since the Covid-19 pandemic 
in particular. The “pharmacy of the world” could have ap-
peared as a useful partner of the EU to free Europeans from 
their dependence on China in that fi eld. The only example of 
diversifi cation that the document mentions pertains to semi-
conductors. In this domain, the EU intends to diversify “with 
partners such as Japan, the Republic of Korea and Taiwan”. 
Yet, India is mentioned few pages later in a similar perspec-
tive when it is said that the EU will help “low and middle-in-
come Indo-Pacifi c partners to secure access to the Covid-19 
vaccine through the Covax facility and through other means” 
and that, in this context, “India will be a focus for coopera-
tion, including on the quality of active pharmaceutical ingre-
dients”. By and large, the Indo-Pacifi c strategy of the EU re-
mains driven by economic considerations and India, whose 
main asset is geopolitical and even geostrategic, does not fi g-
ure prominently in it. The document, released in September 
2021, emphasises, for instance, that “particular attention will 
be paid to implementing and enforcing the comprehensive 
trade agreements with Japan, the Republic of Korea, Singa-
pore and Vietnam, and the Economic Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) with the Pacifi c States, as well as the EU investment 
protection agreements with Singapore and Vietnam that are 
expected to enter into force in the coming years”.
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The violence against the Hindu mi-
nority in Bangladesh is an ominous de-
velopment. But it is also a reminder of 
one cardinal truth: All of South Asia is 
“tied together in a single garment of des-
tiny,” to borrow Martin Luther King’s 
phrase from a different context. Vio-
lence in one place will spill over to an-
other; freedom endangered in one place 
will inevitably corrode the freedom of 
others. We have tried to act as if this was 
not true. But that modus vivendi has 
been unravelling for a while.

Anti-Hindu violence in Bangladesh 
is not new. The current violence is stra-
tegically timed. It is surely not a coinci-
dence that the violence coincides with 
targeted attacks on Hindus in Kashmir. 
The intent is not just local ethnic terror, 
but a deepening of the communal di-
vide in India. It is tempting to say that 
this violence is a strategic act by par-
ticular organised groups, perhaps with 
transnational links. It is not organically 
embedded in society. This is a com-
forting thought, and can empower us 
to the extent that it is still important to 
recognise forces that do not condone 
such violence. But in South Asia the link 
between strategic communal violence 
and organic embeddedness is always 
a tricky one. Such violence inevitably 
transforms the fabric of social relation-
ships itself. It is fanciful to think that 
Kashmiriyat survived terrorism, or that 
remnants of Bangladeshi pluralism will 
survive this violence, or that blasphemy 
laws in Punjab will not play into hands 
of violent reactionaries, any more than 
Indian secularism survived the violence 
of so-called fringe groups. Over time, 
everywhere in South Asia, violence has 
fundamentally transformed politics. It 
is a tiger you ride at your own peril. The 
Partition of India could work as a mo-

dus vivendi, if three conditions were in 
place. The fi rst is that the internal con-
fl icts in each of the states would not 
radically spill over into the other states. 
This assumption was never literally true. 
But it was shaken to its core by 1971. 
Pakistan’s horrendous internal confl icts 
spilled over, and Indian intervention 
helped the breaking up of Pakistan, cre-
ating a syndrome of deep Pakistani inse-
curity that still haunts the subcontinent. 
The second assumption was that the 
successor states behaved, as much as 
possible, like normal states in relation to 
each other: Pacifying violence, trading 
with each other, leveraging the advan-
tages of their geographical proximity. 
They would, like all states, worry about 
the power of their neighbours. But the 
fact that they were states would give 
them enough confi dence to deal with 
each other. Most states in South Asia, 
however, want to run away from each 
other. In Pakistan we got a state whose 
elites were ready to cut off its nose to 
spite its face, becoming an epicentre of 
transnational violence from Afghani-
stan to Bangladesh, and changing its 
own social character in the process.

But even the absence of these two con-
ditions could, with some diffi culty, be 
managed, if India remained a bulwark 
against spillover effects. Spillover ef-
fects don’t just work through retaliatory 
violence. They work by transforming the 
ideological climate in other states. The 
persecution of Hindus in Pakistan and 
Bangladesh is a pivotal strand in the men-
tality that India must be, if not a Hindu 
state, at least a “Hindus First” state. India 
could also remain a bulwark against these 
effects if in response to communalism 
elsewhere, it reaffi rmed its own secular-
ism more deeply. The assumption was 
that India is large enough to absorb a few 
pin pricks. Throwing cold water domesti-
cally over what our neighbours were do-
ing, even as we tried to contain them in-
ternationally, was not a sign of weakness, 
it was smart strategy. The fact that Hindus 
are being targeted is not a creation of 
Hindu nationalism. The targeting of Hin-
dus also has elements of sui generis logic. 
But the ascendancy of Hindu nationalism 
has profoundly changed how the dynam-
ics of attacks play out. Hindu national-
ism looks for pretexts to target Muslims, 
deepen internal divisions, and construct 

a seamless spectre of Muslim threat. The 
offi cial response of the government of In-
dia to the violence in Bangladesh may be 
conventional. But this incident will have 
deep communal effects. Even if there is 
no immediate retaliatory violence, the 
cumulative communal undertones in In-
dia will erupt. Which is exactly what those 
groups who foment violence in Afghani-
stan, Pakistan or Bangladesh would like. 
The spillover effects cannot be contained 
because, despite differences in political 
cultures, the ethnic fundamentalisms of 
these countries now feed off each other. 
They will give each other victories. All of 
these countries, including India, now 
have hegemonic ideologies at the level of 
civil society that revel in a vicious coars-
ening of discourse, are deeply committed 
to violence, and frankly don’t mind disor-
der if it increases support for society’s au-
thoritarian instincts. This is also of great 
strategic consequence. Some of Delhi’s 
macho strategic mandarins used to loudly 
thump their chests and say India can do 
without South Asia: It was too big and 
had too much legitimacy capital to have 
to worry about its neighbours. India’s le-
gitimacy capital is slowly eroding as its 
democracy and secularism corrode. But, 
strategically, not placing South Asia front 
and centre was always a myopic view. 
It was also a mistake in a much deeper 
sense. The geopolitics of South Asia is 
not a conventional international relations 
problem; it is a deep, and increasingly 
traumatic, psychodrama in a long ci-
vilisational history. The international de-
hyphenation of India and Pakistan may 
be considered a big diplomatic victory. 
But the de-hyphenation we are proud of 
is practically meaningless when even the 
ideological currents in most South Asian 
countries are now so deeply hyphenated. 
In a twisted dialectic, fundamentalists.

There is something odd about the 
revelation regarding an international 
conference on Afghanistan in the 
second week of November that In-
dia plans to host. An unconventional 
route is being taken, with priority on 
optics. The conference date remains 
indeterminate and participation un-
certain. Key participants reportedly 
include the country’s two irredentist 
neighbours with whom India’s ties 
remain frozen in cold peace. For the 
fi rst time, India’s National Security 
Council is wading into regional diplo-
macy. The compass that the Indian 
organiser is holding and his fi nal des-
tination through the uncertain voy-
age ahead remains unclear. Indeed, 
is this conference going to be about 
Afghanistan at all or about a reset of 
relations with China and Pakistan? 
Nor is there any clarity yet whether 
Taliban offi cials would be invited, 
although sans the Taliban, the event 
risks becoming something of a “Ham-
let without the prince”. That brings us 
to the big question: Is the Indian ship 
changing course? The answer is yes 
and no. All signs point towards a ma-
jor calibration of the foreign-policy 
compass in recent weeks since the tu-
multuous events in Kabul two months 
ago culminated in the formation of 
an interim government by the Tali-
ban. To connect the incipient signs 
so far, as regards the way forward in 
Afghanistan, India has opted to align 
with the Anglo-American camp in the 
international line-up arrayed against 
the Eurasian axis of Russia, China and 
Iran. While the US has an attitude of 
“You’re either with us, or against us”, 
vis-a-vis the Taliban, Russia, China, 
Iran and other neighbouring states 
give primacy to stability and secu-
rity of Afghanistan and the region and 
would prefer to constructively engage 
with the present authorities in Kabul 
to ensure that they fulfi l their prom-
ises and earn their international le-

gitimacy. Being a discontented party, 
unsurprisingly, India would have 
more in common with the revisionist 
powers — the US and the UK.

In reality, all protagonists, of 
course, know that while the signpost 
is marking Afghanistan, it is the jour-
ney ahead that matters, being an ep-
ochal one that would transform the 
geopolitics of the region. Thus, Delhi 
has moved up to the centrestage of 
the Quad. In turn, Washington ac-
cepts that the Quad ought to be “in-
clusive”. Global Britain is knocking 
at the door. On its part, Delhi has 
displayed its comfort level in no un-
mistaken terms with the AUKUS. 
Broadly, the historical Western expe-
rience of the EU and NATO moving in 
tandem — each with an independent 
identity notionally but with a shared 
purposive geopolitical objective to 
weaken a common enemy — is be-
ing replicated with Asian character-
istics. A dual containment strategy 
is unfolding against China and Rus-
sia. All this entails India shedding its 
“Chanakyan” ambivalence. Thus, its 
short-lived dalliance with Iran is los-
ing its gravitas and India has swung 
to the other extreme to identify with 

a new quadrilateral platform in West 
Asia, with Israel, UAE and the US.

Therefore, when it comes to Af-
ghanistan, it doesn’t really matter 
anymore whether Russia accommo-
dates India in the “Moscow format” 
or the privileged grouping known as 
the “Troika Plus” (comprising US, 
China and Pakistan). Delhi shrugs its 
shoulders as its “time-tested” friend, 
Moscow, bemoans the Quad and AU-
KUS as deliberate attempts “to un-
dermine the existing mechanisms of 
interstate interaction, with narrow-
format exclusive groups and Cold 
War- and containment policy-style 
military blocs… (that) contribute to 
the destabilisation of the situation 
in Asia.” This astonishing zigzagging 
in India’s regional policy takes the 
breath away. Perhaps, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar needs to write 
another book to admit that, verbiage 
apart, Indian foreign policies are 
variations on the fundamental theme 
of countering the rise of China. In the 
near term, though, this wild swing of 
the pendulum is going to be keenly 
felt in the situation surrounding Af-
ghanistan. India lives in its region 
and the Quad and AUKUS are of no 

help when it comes to Afghanistan. 
Pakistan and China are riding high in 
the Hindu Kush; Moscow and Beijing 
have erected a Maginot Line in Cen-
tral Asia which Washington is hav-
ing a hard time in breaching; Delhi’s 
much-touted “infl uence” in Kabul 
has turned out to be delusional. Its 
own capacity to shape future events 
is virtually nil. These are the hard re-
alities. Meanwhile, another crucial 
vector has appeared — the impact of 
the ascendance of political Islam in 
India’s immediate neighbourhood. 
This affects India’s internal dynamics 
on the security front and also the elec-
tion cycle looming ahead.

Enter Pakistan. Suffi ce to say, 
Pakistan’s National Security Advi-
sor Moeed Yusuf faces a Hobson’s 
choice. He’s damned if he accepts 
Ajit Doval’s invite and goes to India 
at a time when Kashmiris reject the 
abrogation of J&K’s special status 
and when Delhi has not even cared to 
hide its toxic hostility towards Paki-
stan. And, equally, Yusuf’s damned if 
he turns down what the international 
community would only perceive as 
an Indian overture to turn a new leaf 
with its diffi cult neighbour.

It must be National Security Advi-
sor Ajit Doval’s brainwave to invite 
his Pakistani counterpart Yusuf to the 
conference where Delhi hopes to cre-
ate an equivalent of the vajrayudha of 
the ancient Vedas which would allow 
India — like it allowed Indra, the an-
cient deity in Hinduism — to reclaim 
its rightful place in the Afghan pan-
theon of gods and demi-gods. Now, 
make no mistake, there is a divinity 
in all this as India is fi ghting Islamic 
terrorism also to save dharma and the 
universe. It makes eminent sense that 
Doval will be chairing the conference. 
For Doval, the stunning setback in Af-
ghanistan ought to be temporary. And 
he harbours no illusions, having lived 
in the real world with life red.

VIOLENCE AND COMMUNALISM: SOUTH 
ASIA’S DISTURBING COMMONALITY

Is the Indian foreign-policy 
ship changing course?
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New Delhi, Oct 20 
(UNI) Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Wednes-
day urged the offi cials 
of the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) and 
the Central Vigilance 
Commission (CVC) to re-
dedicate themselves to 
abolish corruption from 
all walks of life. He ask 
the offi cials to strengthen 
new India's policy of zero 
tolerance against cor-
ruption. Speaking about 
preventive vigilance, he 
said it can be achieved 
with alertness and can 
be strengthened through 
technology and experi-
ence. "Along with tech-
nology and alertness 
-- simplicity, clarity and 
transparency in the pro-
cesses will go a long way 
for preventive vigilance 
which will simplify our 
work and save the re-
sources of the country," 
Modi added. Address-
ing a joint meeting of 
the CBI and CVC taking 
place at Gujarat's Keva-
dia through a video mes-
sage, Modi said corrup-
tion takes away the rights 
of people and hinders the 

pursuit of justice for all, 
the country's progress 
and affects the collective 
power of the country.

"In the last six-seven 
years, the government has 
succeeded in instilling the 
confi dence that it is pos-
sible to curb corruption. 
Today there is political 
will to attack corruption 
and continuous improve-
ment is being carried 

out at the administrative 
level," he added. "New 
India is no longer ready 
to accept that corrup-
tion is part of the system. 
Modi urged the CVC, CBI 
and other anti-corruption 
institutions to remove 
such processes that come 
in the way of new India. 
"You need to strengthen 
new India's policy of zero 
tolerance against corrup-

tion. You need to imple-
ment laws in a way that 
the poor come closer to 
the system and the cor-
rupt move out of it," the 
Prime Minister said. It 
wants its system trans-
parent, effi cient process 
and smooth governance," 
Modi said. His govern-
ment does not mistrust 
the citizens and that is 
why many layers of verifi -
cation of documents have 
been removed and many 
facilities like birth certifi -
cate and life certifi cate for 
pension are being deliv-
ered through technology 
without middlemen, the 
Prime Minister added.
Modi said this approach 
of trust and technology 
has strengthened effi cient 
governance and ease of 
doing business, adding 
that many outdated rules 
regarding permissions 
and compliances for the 
businesses have been re-
moved and at the same 
time many strict laws in 
accordance with present 
day challenges have been 
brought.

Speaking about pre-
ventive vigilance, he 

said it can be achieved 
with alertness and can 
be strengthened through 
technology and experi-
ence. "Along with tech-
nology and alertness 
-- simplicity, clarity and 
transparency in the pro-
cesses will go a long way 
for preventive vigilance 
which will simplify our 
work and save the re-
sources of the country," 
Modi added.

The Prime Minister 
exhorted the CBI and 
CVC offi cers not to de-
sist from taking action 
against corrupt people 
and ensure that there is 
no safe haven for anyone 
who deceives the country 
and countrymen.Modi 
urged the CVC, CBI and 
other anti-corruption in-
stitutions to remove such 
processes that come in 
the way of new India. 
"You need to strengthen 
new India's policy of zero 
tolerance against corrup-
tion. You need to imple-
ment laws in a way that 
the poor come closer to 
the system and the cor-
rupt move out of it," the 
Prime Minister said.

Zero tolerance against corruption: 
PM to joint meet of CBI-CVC

Gujarat govt announces 
Rs 546 cr package for 

rain-hit farmers
Gandhinagar, Oct 20 

(UNI) The Gujarat gov-
ernment on Wednesday 
announced an over Rs 
500 crore relief package 
for the farmers affected 
by heavy rain in the four 
districts of Saurashtra, 
who suffered crop loss. 
Compensation of Rs 
13,000 per hectare would 
be paid to each of them 
for a maximum of two 
hectares. The govern-
ment is also in the pro-
cess of surveying other 
crop loss- affected areas 
of the state.

Addressing the me-
dia, Education Minister 
Jitu Vaghani said, "The 
Gujarat government has 
come up with a zero per-
cent interest loan from 
the revolving fund for 
the farmers who have 
been affected by crop 
loss in the heavy rains 
during the recent mon-
soon. The government 
has announced a Rs 546 
crore package for them. 
This package will ben-
efi t around 2.82 lakh 
farmers of 662 villages in 

22 tehsils of Jamnagar, 
Rajkot, Porbandar and 
Junagadh districts in Gu-
jarat." The minister said 
that a survey will also be 
carried out in other areas 
of the state to assess crop 
loss due to the heavy 
rain. "Right now the 
survey is in progress in 
Ahmedabad, Botad, Am-
reli, Bhavnagar, Suren-
dranagar and Chotta 
Udepur districts for the 
crop loss. Besides these, 
there are also reports of 
crop damage in the Pan-
chmahals and Bharuch 
districts. We will be con-
ducting a survey there 
also. After all these sur-
veys, the affected farm-
ers will benefi t from the 
relief package," added 

Vaghani.
"The farmers will have 

to apply online to avail 
the benefi ts of this pack-
age. The Rs 15 applica-
tion fee for this scheme 
will also be borne by the 
government, so that the 
farmers won't have to 
pay anything while ap-
plying," said Vaghani.

The state government 
had ordered a survey to 
assess the damage fol-
lowing reports of crop 
loss due to heavy show-
ers in Saurashtra in Sep-
tember. Each eligible 
farmer would get a com-
pensation of Rs 13,000 
per hectare with a limit 
of two hectares if the 
crop loss was equal or 
above 33 per cent.

ArrayAizawl, Oct 20 (UNI) 
Though the Covid-19 posi-
tivity rate in Mizoram has 
reduced to 12.36 per cent 
from 15.36 per cent in the 
past two weeks, the state 
government has announced 
to continue the 'All Mask 
Campaign', that was sched-
uled to end on Wednesday, 
till October 31, offi cials said.

A Mizoram health offi -
cial said that state's Health 
Minister R. Lalthangliana 
announced the extension 
of the campaign at a virtual 
meeting with the Deputy 
Commissioners, all Chief 
Medical Offi cers and all oth-
er concerned offi cials of all 
the 11 districts.

Highlighting the impor-

tance of continuation of the 
'All Mask Campaign', the 
Health Minister said that 
the statewide campaign was 
launched on the advice of 

the state-level expert team 
on Covid-19 management, 
which was formed in Sep-
tember amid the rise in 
numbers of positive cases 

and deaths in the state.
The team, led by conve-

ner Dr. F. Lallianhlira, had 
recently submitted 16-point 
recommendations to the 
state government, among 
which an aggressive educa-
tional awareness campaign 
on masks was one of the key 
advice. The expert team had 
also recommended a symp-
tom-based approach in con-
ducting contact tracing and 
tests in the state, in line with 
recommendations of WHO, 
CDC-USA and ICMR. As part 
of the 'All Mask Campaign', 
the government has re-
quested all citizens to wear 
masks in their respective of-
fi ces, working areas, indoors 
at all times except while eat-

ing meals and not to dine 
together on a table and have 
buffet meals instead.

The government also ad-
vised people to be more 
mindful in handwashing 
and use of sanitizers.

The tiny Northeastern 
state registered an alarming 
the Covid-19 positivity rate 
of 12.36 per cent, -- the high-
est in India -- even as a four-
member multi disciplinary 
central team recently visited 
different parts of the state 
and gave necessary advice 
to the government.

According to the health 
offi cials, a total of 1,14,466 
people have so far tested 
positive and 393 people suc-
cumbed to the disease.

With 12.36% Covid positivity rate, 
Mizoram to continue mask campaign

Chandigarh, Oct 20 (UNI) 
Punjab's Director General 
of Police Iqbal Preet Singh 
Sahota, on the direction 
of Deputy Chief Minister 
Sukhjinder Randhawa, on 
Wednesday set up a Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) 
to probe the allegations of 
sister of Lakhbir Singh, who 
was murdered by Nihang 
Sikhs on the Singhu border.

The SIT has been consti-
tuted under the chairmanship 
of ADGP-cum-Director of Bu-
reau of Investigation, Varinder 
Kumar. DIG Ferozepur Range 

Inderbir Singh and SSP Tarn 
Taran Harvinder Singh Virk 
are its members. As per the in-
formation, Raj Kaur, a resident 
of Kassel, presently residing in 

Cheema Kalan in Tarn Taran 
district, had alleged that her 
brother Lakhbir Singh was al-
lured by some persons and 
taken to Singhu where he was 
murdered by some Nihang 
Sikhs on October 15 for al-
leged sacrilege. Kumar may 
co-opt any other police of-
fi cers posted in the state for 
the enquiry as per needs and 
requirements, reads the order, 
adding he would also be at lib-
erty to obtain the support and 
assistance of any other wing of 
the police.

Jaipur, Oct 20 (UNI) The Offi cer 
on Special Duty (OSD) to Rajasthan 
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has 
been issued a notice by the Delhi 
Police Crime Branch asking him 
to appear in Delhi in the infamous 
phone tapping case.Lokesh Sharma, 
OSD to Gehlot, has been summoned 
by the crime branch in Delhi on Oc-
tober 22. Sharma was sent a notice 
to come to Delhi earlier too but he 
did not go. He has now been called 
for questioning at 11 a.m. by send-
ing a notice through e-mail. Howev-
er, Sharma is taking legal opinion re-
garding this matter. Earlier, Sharma 
was called for questioning on July 24 
but he did not appear at that time.

Sharma has challenged the FIR 
registered against him in the phone 
tapping case in the High Court. 
Giving relief to the OSD in this 
case, the High Court stayed his ar-
rest. Mahesh Joshi, the chief whip 
of the Gehlot government.

Delhi Police issues notice to 
Rajasthan CM's OSD

Punjab sets up SIT to probe 
Singhu border murder

New Delhi, Oct 20 (UNI) For-
mer Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
and senior Congress leader Harish 
Rawat on Wednesday met former 
Congress President Rahul Gandhi 
in a move to resign from the post of 
Punjab Congress in-charge.

Rawat met Gandhi at his resi-
dence at 11.30 a.m. He told Rahul 
Gandhi that he wants to focus on 
the 2022 Uttarakhand Assembly 

elections so he should be relieved 
from the post of Punjab Congress 
in-charge. After this meet, Rawat 
tweeted, "I have recovered from a 
massive humiliation today. On one 
hand my duty is towards my 'Jan-
mabhoomi' (Uttarakhand) and on 
the other my services are for my 
'Karmabhoomi' which is Punjab. 
The situation is getting compli-
cated because as and when elec-

tions are nearing, one will have to 
work full-time at both the places. 
Unseasonal rains wreaked havoc 
in Uttarakhand on Tuesday, still I 
was able to visit only a few places 
but I wanted to travel everywhere 
to wipe my tears." The former 
Chief Minister wrote, "If I do jus-
tice to my Janmabhoomi, then 
only I will be able to do justice to 
my Karmabhoomi. I am very grate-

ful to the Punjab Congress and the 
people of Punjab for their continu-
ous blessings and moral support. 
I have a deep emotional attach-
ment to the land of saints, gurus, 
the land of Nanak Dev Ji and Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji. I have decided 
that I must urge the party leader-
ship that in the next few months I 
can completely devote all the time 
to Uttarakhand so I should be re-

lieved of my present responsibility 
in Punjab." Asked about the news 
of former Punjab Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh forming an alli-
ance with the BJP, Rawat said, "If 
he does so, he will suffer a lot." He 
said, "The decision of Amarinder 
Singh joining the BJP will not affect 
our party since the people of Pun-
jab have made up their minds that 
the Central government will not be 

forgiven for passing the three farm 
laws." "The BJP is not going to gain 
from the alliance with Amarinder 
Singh and it will be the latter's loss 
if he decides to form an alliance 
with the BJP." On September 18, 
Amarinder Singh had resigned as 
the Punjab Chief Minister. Since 
then speculation is rife that he is 
quitting the Congress and will form 
a new party.

Harish Rawat meets Rahul Gandhi, wants to quit as Punjab Cong in-charge

Bhopal, Oct 20 (UNI) 
Heavy rains have severely 
impacted farmers in Mad-
hya Pradesh and caused 
widespread damage to 
their crops. The state gov-
ernment has, however, as-
sured all possible help to 
overcome the loss to life 
and property.

Farmers living in many 
parts of the state are not 
able to buy fertilizers these 
days as the rains caused 
heavy losses in many parts 
of the state. 

The Minister has said all 
Collectors have been di-
rected to immediately start 
conducting a survey to as-
sess the damage caused 
by rains as well as to as-
sess the damage caused 
to standing, and harvested 
crops and crops kept in 
barns due to unseasonal 
rains. The Congress party 
has sought the state gov-
ernment's help to com-
pensate for the damage 
caused by the rains. Farm-
er leader Dinesh Gurjar 
alleged that the prices of 
fertilizers, seeds, electricity 
etc have become expensive 
in the state. While the state 
government supporting 
mafi as. Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan said crops 
have been damaged due 

to rains at several places 
in the state. Necessary re-
lief will be provided to the 
farmers affected by the 
rain for which instructions 
have been issued to carry 
out a survey. After the as-
sessment, the affected vic-
tims will be provided nec-
essary fi nancial assistance.

Farmers will be provided 
the benefi t of PM Fasal 
Bima Yojana for which nec-
essary arrangements will 
be made. The state gov-
ernment is standing fi rmly 
with the farmers to over-
come this situation and is 
a 'pro-farmer' government.

State Farmers Welfare 
and Agriculture Develop-
ment Minister, Kamal Patel 
has told the farmers that 
they need not be worried 
under any circumstances. 
"There is a pro-farmer gov-
ernment in the state. The 
problems faced by farmers 
is the responsibility of the 
state government, Patel 
added. The Minister has 
said all Collectors have 
been directed to imme-
diately start conducting a 
survey to assess the dam-
age caused by rains as well 
as to assess the damage 
caused to standing, and 
harvested crops and crops 
kept in barns due to unsea-
sonal rains.

Heavy rains affect 
farmers, damage 
crops in MP, govt 

assures help
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Chennai, Oct 20 (UNI) 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
M.K. Stalin has appointed 
14 district in-charge min-
isters in the state ahead 
of urban local body polls 
slated to be held within four 
months.

The Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (DMK) leader-
ship wants to carry forward 
the back-to-back wins it 
has had in the 2021 Assem-
bly polls and the rural local 
body elections in nine dis-

tricts.With the North-East 
monsoon expected to hit 
the state by October 27, the 
Chief Minister has appoint-
ed 14 ministers of his cabi-
net as in charges of 16 dis-
tricts. In days to come, the 
Chief Minister, according to 
highly placed sources, will 
appoint in-charge ministers 
in all districts.

The ministers are given 
responsibility of districts 
to monitor the welfare 
schemes of the govern-

ment, to expedite devel-
opmental works as well as 
to undertake emergency 
works in the likelihood of 
natural calamities. The 
ministers would also have 
to take stock of the possi-
bilities of communicable 
diseases breaking out dur-
ing the monsoon period.

Sources in the DMK told 
IANS that the idea is to 
motivate the cadres at the 
grassroots levels for the ur-
ban local body polls and to 

get proper feedback on the 
exact requirements of each 
municipality. The DMK is 
also planning to manage 
the monsoon without any 
hassles and thereby im-
proving its image among 
the people of the state. The 
party, in a brainstorming 
session of its top leaders, 
found that the presence of a 
minister in charge of a dis-
trict would help the govern-
ment properly reach out to 
the grassroots.

TN CM appoints 14 district in-charge ministers, more to come

Siddipet, October 20:-(The South 
India Times Staff Reporter)Additional 
DCP Admin Srinivasu conducted a 
one-day training program for Crime 
Vertical staff at the Siddipet Com-
missionerate Offi ce today on the 
instructions of the Commissioner 
of Police. Speaking on this occa-
sion he said that Crime vertical staff 
should be taken as a challenge and 
perform duties.Customs functions 
in coordination with court duty staff,
CCTV cameras play an important role 
in catching the culprits.It is advisable 
to check the suspects with a fi nger-
print device while performing night 
duties. It is suggested to write the in-
terrogation report when the accused 
in the theft case is arrested and upload 
it in the CCT NS system with the tech 
team writer.Want to upload in fi nger-
print system of old criminals.District
Crime Vertical In-Charge Task Force 
CI Prasad was directed to conduct 
an interactive session with the Crime 

Vertical staff every week.Crime Verti-
cal staff advised to share every item 
of information with everyone in the 
relevant crime group.I also talked 
to the shop owners who have CCTV 
cameras through and advised them 
not to turn off the CCTV cameras 
during the closing of the shop, and to 
motivate them to put CCTV cameras 
so that the road in front of the shop is 
covered.Want to make a photo album 

of old criminals and criminals related 
to different types.CCCNS suggested 
uploading photos of criminals ar-
rested in theft case from last 10 years 
in the system.He said that if there is a 
non-bailable warrant pending in the 
theft case, they should be kept under 
surveillance and the culprit should 
be fully investigated at the time of ex-
ecution by taking information on the 
whereabouts of the offender.It was 

suggested to keep an eye on the crim-
inals who have been released from 
jail in the theft case.Going to gather 
information about cybercrime crimi-
nals.Crime vertical staff should focus 
on proactive police policing to pre-
vent crime, rather than after a crime 
has been committed.Everyone wants 
to set up an information system indi-
vidually.Hotspots are often identifi ed 
and monitored.They want to keep 
an eye on those who come from out-
side and build huts in Siddipet, Ga-
jwel, Husnabad, Dubbaka, Cheryala, 
towns and other places.Blue Colts 
are able to coordinate with patrol car 
crews and excel at performing duties.
CCRB, DCRB, CCS ID party offi cials 
and staff in the Border District should 
be contacted by phone once in two 
to three days to gather information.
Claim Vertical Trouble Complainants 
should speak politely to the victims to 
have discipline,punctuality, profes-
sional commitment, obedience.

One day training program on crime 
cutting for crime vertical staff

Chennai, Oct 20 (UNI) 
Tiger MDT 23, which was 
captured after a 22-day 
search in the forests of Gu-
dalur and Masinagudi in 
Tamil Nadu's Nilgiris dis-
trict, was on Wednesday 
put in day kraal at Mysore 
Zoo rescue centre, offi cials 
said. This is to enable the 
animal to relax in a private 
space away from the visi-
tors, offi cials said.

Veterinarians treating 
the tiger said that its inju-
ries are healing well.

After it was captured, the 
tiger was kept in an enclo-
sure at the Mysore animal 
rescue centre till Wednes-
day, and the kraal - a fenced 
open enclosure with lush 
green shrubs and trees - 

provides it a private space 
to roam around. Talking 
to media persons, Tamil 
Nadu's Chief Wildlife War-
den Shekar Kumar Niraj 
said: "The tiger is aggres-
sive on seeing a doctor and 
has tried to break the wire 
mesh of its enclosure by 
biting and has lost one of its 
canine teeth. This has been 
recorded and preserved."

He said that the health of 
the animal is improving.

Veterinarians said that 
the tiger is administered 
antibiotics and its swollen 
foot is getting better and 
that the animal has passed 
faeces which is normal.

The Mysore Zoo res-
cue centre, in a statement, 
said that the tiger ate 8 kg 

of meat and that its blood 
haemoglobin levels are im-
proving and that it has gone 
above 9 for the fi rst time.

The tiger, according to 
veterinarians, has been 
administered injections 
through blow darts or jab 
sticks and no sedation was 
given. The doctors also said 
that the serum levels of the 
tiger showed slight signs 
of liver infl ammation. The 
MDT 23 tiger has report-
edly killed four human be-
ings and 12 heads of cattle 
including cows and goats. 
The Tamil Nadu Forest 
Department had ordered 
"hunting down" of the ani-
mal but the Madras High 
Court had ordered it to cap-
ture the tiger alive.

Tiger MDT 23 kept in kraal 
at Mysore Zoo rescue centre, 

health improving

SIDDIPET, 20 OCTOBER 2021:(THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES STAFF REPORTER)
ADDITIONAL COLLECTOR MUZAMMIL KHAN ADVISED THE YOUTH TO COME 
TO THE REALIZATION THAT WE HAVE DONE SOMETHING WRONG AND 
REALIZE IT AND TEACH OTHERS WHAT THEY HAVE LEARNED.ADDITIONAL 
COLLECTOR WAS THE CHIEF GUEST AT THE JAYANTI CELEBRATIONS 
HELD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE DISTRICT BACKWARD CLASSES 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT AT SIDDIPET BC STUDY CIRCLE, THE DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTERS, ON WEDNESDAY. SPEAKING ON THE OCCASION, THE 
ADDITIONAL COLLECTOR SAID, "MISTAKES HAPPEN IN EVERY HUMAN 
BEING. WE NEED TO THINK LIKE MAHARSHI VALMIKI THAT WHAT IS IN OUR 
HANDS IS EXACTLY WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO DO TO CORRECT THEM." THE 
ADDITIONAL COLLECTOR TOLD THE BCS STUDY CIRCLE YOUTH THAT IN THE 
20,000 VERSES OF THE RAMAYANA, DHARMA IS EXPLAINED TO VALMIKI, 
THAT NOT EVERYONE WHO LEAVES BAD THOUGHTS AND WALKS IN THE 
PATH OF GOODNESS IS VALMIKI, AND THAT YOU, LIKE VALMIKI MAHARSHI, 
MEDITATE AND REMEMBER WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED FROM THE MAHARSHI 
AFTER YOU HAVE AN IDEA IN YOUR LIFE.EARLIER,REPRESENTATIVES OF 
VARIOUS CASTE GROUPS HAD SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD 
PROVIDE WELFARE SCHEMES TO VALMIKI AND BOYLE, AS WELL AS LOANS 
TO VALMIKI THROUGH THE FEDERATION. THE EVENT WAS ATTENDED BY BC 
CORPORATION ED SAROJA, DISTRICT SCHEDULED CASTES DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER D. LATHA, REPRESENTATIVES OF VARIOUS CASTE ASSOCIATIONS, 
BC STUDY CIRCLE STUDENTS AND OTHERS.

Siddipet, October 20:-(The South 
India Times Staff Reporter)MD 
Shadul said that Brought the GO 
by the state government that the 
public requires the permission of 
top officials to obtain information 
from government offices,this 
GO promoting corruption and 
irregularities.The founders of 

the Council for RTI MD Shadul 
expressed the awareness among 
the people.He said that the 
rights of the people are being 
undermined by obstructing power.
They demanded the immediate 
removal of the anti-public GO that 
the people have the right to ask 
about the taxes.That the salaries 
are being received from the Chief 
Minister to the attendor with the 
public treasury(taxes).

TSNPDCL Ravinder 
Superindent (OP)

took charge 
The South India Times Bureau 

M.A.Samad :Nizamabad October 20 ;
Today Ravinder took charge as 
Nizamabad Tsnpdcl Se op this 

morning.  Ravinder took charge 

from Prabhakar cgm hrd wgl (addl 
charge).

 JAC Leaders who gave a hearty 

welcome from JAC on the 
occasionChairman Lakshmareddy 

Convener Srinivas Co Convener 

Thota Rajasekhar, Raghunandan, 
Shivaji Ganesh, Srinivasa, Balesh 
Kumar, A.  Khashinath, Rajender 
Reddy, Gangaram Nayak, Suresh 
Kumar, Manmohan, Mohan Rao, 
Srinivas Rao, Sam, P.  Rajender, 
Nagraj, Balla Srinu, K Rajender, 
Harikrishna, Ramana, Rajender, 

Mithun, Uma Rani, Sumita, Sunita, 
Padma Rani, Poshettipo, Narender 

Nayak, Verma, Venugopal, Narsaiah, 
Kalyan, Srinivas, were present.

IS IT PUBLIC RULE OR ROYAL RULE?

RICH TRIBUTE PAID TO 
MAHARSHI VALMIKI 

The South India Times Bureau M.A.Samad :
Nizamabad, October 20 ;   On the occasion of Jay-
anti, Maharshi Valmiki paid rich tributes to him.  He 
organized a jubilee celebration at the Collectorate 
on Wednesday under the auspices of the BC Welfare 
Department.  District Collector Narayana Reddy was 
the chief guest and lit a light and paid rich tributes to 
Maharshi Valmiki.  On this occasion he remembered 
life.  Additional Collector Chandrasekhar, BC Corpora-
tion ED Ramesh, BC Welfare Offi cer Ramesh, Mepma 
PD Ramulu, District BC Rights Protection Associa-
tion President M Rajeshwar, District Boa Association 
President Naresh, State Boa Association Vice President 
Rajeshwar,  District BC Welfare Association president 
Narala Sudhakar, employees, public representatives 
and others were present.

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES BUREAU M.A.SAMAD 
HYDERABAD OCTOBER 20 ; TNGO UNION HYDERABAD 
DISTRICT PRESIDENT DR.SM.HUSSAINI( MUJEEB ) PRE-
SENTED A “CHADAR” TO HAZRAT KHWAJA BANDAN-
AWAZ, GULBARGA AND PRAYED FOR PROSPERITY AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF TELANGANA STATE, GOOD HEALTH 
AND SUCCESS OF HON'BLE CHIEF MINISTER KCR AND KTR 
FOR MAKING OF HEALTHY TELANGANA STATE AND MAIN-
TAINING “GANGA JAMUNA TEHZEEB”, MINORITY DEVEL-
OPMENT,  SC, ST BANDU, AS WELL AS STRENGTHENING 
OF TNGOS UNION FOR ACHIEVEMENT OF EMPLOYEES AND 
PENSIONERS ISSUES .

TNGOS MUJEEB PRESENTED CHADAR AT DARGA 

The South India Times 
Bureau M.A.Samad :
 Nizamabad, October 
20 ;   Additional Collec-
tor  B.Chandrasekhar 
said that intermediate 
academics are arrang-
ing for conducting Inter 
fi rst year examinations 
with Covid rules and 
students can write the 
exams without any con-
cern.   A meeting of the 
superintendents and de-
partmental offi cers was 
held at the New Ambed-
kar Bhavan on Wednes-
day to conduct the fi rst 
year inter-examinations 
which will begin from the 
25th of this month.  The 
meeting was chaired by 
District Inter Education 
Offi cer Raghu Raj.  Addi-
tional Collector B. Chan-
drasekhar was the chief 
guest at the meeting.  On 
this occasion, he said 
that all arrangements 
are being made to talk to 
the district level offi cials 

for conducting inter-ex-
aminations and discuss 
with the Revenue, Police, 
RTC, electrical and medi-
cal offi cers and arrange 
for any inconvenience 
to the students.  Munici-
pal offi cials in the towns 
have spoken to gram 

panchayat offi cials in 
rural areas and said test 
centers for inter-exam-
inations will be cleaned 
and sanitized.  He also 
said that fresh water fa-
cility is being provided.  
We are also setting up 
isolation rooms for stu-

dents who have any 
health problems.  District 
Inter Education Offi cer  
Raghuraju said that Chief 
Superintendents and 
Departmental Offi cers 
should strictly abide by 
the rules and regulations 
for conducting examina-
tions.  Covid informed 
that this time in the 
district, tests are being 
conducted in 71 centers 
in accordance with the 
regulations.  The tests are 
being conducted as they 
have been postponed 
in March due to Covid 
in the past.  All arrange-
ments are being made.  
The chief superinten-
dents and department 
offi cials said that all the 
steps to be taken after 
the examination man-
agement test before the 
exams should be handled 
prudently.  He said all 
arrangements are being 
made to write the exams 
in a calm atmosphere. 

INTER EXAMINATIONS WITH COVID REGULATIONS  ADDITIONAL COLLECTOR
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Europe at a turning point

By Andrew Hammond
While much on the agenda this 

week in Brussels for the summit of 
Europe’s 27 government leaders will 
be familiar, there is a historic power 
shift underway that could bring 
about significant change in 2022.   

The summit will probably be the 
last for outgoing German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel.  Her close collabora-
tor, French President Emmanuel 
Macron, faces a spring election that 
could remove him from power.  
While the Franco-German alliance 
has long been the motor of European 
integration, their cooperation ebbs 
and flows depending on the office 
holders in Berlin and Paris.  Merkel 
and Macron have not seen eye to eye 
on every issue, but over the past half 
decade they have been a formidable 
duo plotting the future of the EU.    

Key achievements include per-
suading squabbling fellow members 
last year to agree to give the bloc, 
for the first time in its history, debt-
raising powers to finance a €750 bil-
lion coronavirus recovery plan.  They 
were also crucial to getting the post-

Brexit UK-EU trade deal over the line 
last December.    

Despite the striking differences 
between them, both are extraordi-
nary politicians with an eye on their 
legacies.  Since his remarkable rise 
to power, Macron has emerged as 
one the most authoritative defend-
ers of the liberal international order.  
His victory in 2017 against far-right 
National Front candidate Marine Le 
Pen was so striking as he held the po-
litical center ground and defied the 
march of populism after the Brexit 
vote and Trump’s election.   

Macron aside, Merkel has long 
been the most important political 
leader in continental Europe, hav-
ing been in office since 2005.  Now 
into overtime at the end of her fourth 
term, in length of tenure she sits be-
hind only Otto von Bismarck, who 
served for almost two decades from 
1871–90 during a period when he 
was a dominant force in European 
affairs after driving the unification of 
Germany.    

Both Merkel and Macron believe 
that Europe, a century and a half 

after Bismarck’s time, is now at an-
other critical period in its history. 
Despite progress, key challenges re-
main, including growing backlash 
to Brussels across the continent, in-
cluding Poland.   

In this context, there still remain a 
multitude of views on the future of 
the EU.  This week’s summit will be 
another opportunity to shape that 
debate.  Scenarios range from the EU 
retreating, after Brexit, to no more 
than the current economic single 
market with freedom of movement 
of goods, capital, services and peo-
ple. At the other end of the spectrum, 
is a quite different future in which the 
27 member states do much more to-
gether, reigniting the European inte-
gration favored by Macron if he can 
win a second term. 

While the direction of the EU is 
still uncertain, what is clear is that 
the new leaders in Berlin and possi-
bly Paris will have a huge bearing on 
events.

Probably the most likely scenario 
is a broad continuation of the status 
quo. The EU would muddle through 

from where it is today and seek to 
deliver on the Bratislava Declaration 
agreed just weeks after the Brexit ref-
erendum, better tackling migration 
and border security, and beefing up 
external security and defense.   

However, further setbacks — 
which are likely in the next few years 
— could signal a retreat, with the 
scale of EU functions rolled back and 
limited resources focused on a small-
er number of policy areas, including 
the single market.  One of the triggers 

for this could be further tension be-
tween Brussels and key Eastern Eu-
ropean states, especially Poland and 
Hungary. Only last week, Poland’s 
constitutional tribunal ruled that key 
articles of one of the EU’s primary 
treaties were incompatible with Pol-
ish law, in effect rejecting the prin-
ciple that EU law has primacy over 
national legislation in certain areas, 
and France and Germany perceive 
Polexit may now be a real risk.  

But if Macron were to win big next 

year, and form a strong relationship 
with Merkel’s successor, the EU 
could still follow a pathway of deep-
ening cooperation with states shar-
ing more power and resources, and 
decisions agreed faster and enforced 
more quickly.  A re-elected Macron 
would, for instance, push hard for 
the creation of a European Defense 
Union, which has assumed new im-
portance for him since last month’s 
of the US-UK-Australia security deal. 

Arab News

By Baria Alamuddin
Nobody brings AK-47s and rocket-pro-

pelled grenades to a peaceful protest. Make 
no mistake, Hezbollah’s actions have steered 
Lebanon into these desperate straits, in its 
readiness to ignite the nation in flames to 
block investigation into its culpability for the 
Beirut port explosion.

I have never seen Lebanese citizens so furi-
ous at Hezbollah: The manner in which heav-
ily armed, black-clad fighters are dictating 
their right to derail the judiciary, boasting of 
their ability to “ignite the streets” and pre-
vent the Cabinet from meeting, while seek-
ing to intimidate the nation in its entirety. 
When armed, angry militiamen burst into a 
tense Christian neighborhood chanting “Shia! 
Shia!” at a moment of existential national cri-
sis, what exactly were they expecting?

However, it takes two to tango: That is why 
the sight of masked gunmen was so blood-
chilling. It is now obvious to everyone that 
there are several parties enthusiastically pre-
paring for sectarian conflict, actively stirring 
the pot in readiness to fling the gates of hell 
fully open.   

It is all very well for leading politicians to 
call for calm, but unless the principal protag-
onists fundamentally alter their murderous 
trajectory, the drivers of conflict are firmly in 
motion. The army has frequently stepped in 
to restore order, but if the army starts to dis-
integrate along sectarian lines, matters will 
genuinely begin to spiral out of control.

Too many of Lebanon’s current leaders are 
the same warlords from the 1970-80s era, just 
as comfortable fighting actual battles as they 
are managing political conflicts. Furthermore, 

when so much of society is impoverished and 
desperate, there will always be a ready pool of 
individuals who can be purchased as pawns 
in somebody else’s battle.  

These heinous events in Beirut’s Ain Al-
Rummaneh neighbourhood, ground zero 
for the outbreak of the civil war in 1975, elicit 
traumatic memories. My generation vividly 
recalls how rapidly events escalated beyond 
the ability of any party to control them. Many 
of us spent months migrating from district to 
district as the inferno spread, before full-scale 
invasions by Syria, then Israel, forced us into 
exile.

Some people downplay civil war prospects, 
and say Beirut isn’t the same place as in 1975. 
They are unintentionally correct: Beirut is 
in an infinitely worse condition today than 
1975. Then, it was the glittering cultural and 
economic heart of the Arab world. Now many 
parts of the city already resemble a disaster 
zone, following economic collapse, chronic 
civil turmoil, and the port explosion.

Many intelligent people are already ques-
tioning whether it is better to drop the in-
vestigation for the sake of civil peace. But if 
powerful interests can so easily thwart justice, 
then Lebanon’s rule of law is already irretriev-
ably lost. Hezbollah in 2008 provoked conflict 
to protect its interests. It has repeatedly trig-
gered civil strife to derail investigations into 
the murder of Rafik Hariri and other national 
figures. Hezbollah mocks the judicial system 
with a message of “If you want them, come 
and get them!” whenever culprits are identi-
fied.

In an angry speech last week, Hezbollah 
leader Hassan Nasrallah told the families of 

the dead: “You will never get justice.” He ac-
cused the judiciary of playing politics, and 
astoundingly blamed them for the port explo-
sion: “There is no dispute about the culpabili-
ty of these judges,” he thundered. Has anyone 
previously seen the prime suspect stand up in 
court and accuse the judge of having commit-
ted the murder?

Hezbollah is reverting to its previous de-
fault mode and denouncing everything as an 
“American plot.” If only. Where is the interna-
tional community when Lebanon so desper-
ately needs it? Muscular diplomatic interven-
tion is required by Western and Arab parties to 
compel all factions to de-escalate, and to send 
urgent signals to Iran that if it provokes con-
flict in Lebanon there will be irreversible con-
sequences. Diplomatic statements, with their 
embarrassingly trite, formulaic language, are 
no more than pretexts for doing nothing. This 
is likewise a moment for Lebanon’s vast dias-
pora to be intimately engaged, via civil society 
organizations such as Nahwal Watan, which 
has been working to support progressive and 
independent faces in upcoming elections.

Nasrallah insists that he wants elections 
held on time, but efforts by Hezbollah and its 
Free Patriotic Movementallies to sabotage the 
political process suggest they know very well 
that they are destined to perform disastrously 
if the public are allowed to have a say.

No doubt Nasrallah has been closely fol-
lowing events in Iraq, where pro-Iran Al-
Hashd al-Shaabi thugs last week suffered a 
predictable and richly deserved defeat at the 
polls – plunging from 48 parliamentary seats 
to a miserable 14, and learning the hard way 
that voters don’t like it when you murder 

them. Since then, Hashd hotheads are issu-
ing hubristic diatribes about overturning the 
“fabricated results,” a threat that inevitably 
entails civil conflict if they are stupid enough 
to follow it through.

With all Iran’s centers of power today under 
the control of rabid hardliners, Tehran has 
invested billions in ensuring its domination 
of Iraq and Lebanon, and has no intention of 
relaxing its grip now. The ayatollahs would 
plunge Lebanon and Iraq into conflict in a 
heartbeat to advance these goals.

The scenario that so many of us have been 
warning about for the past two years is now 
upon us: We are on the cusp of annihilation 
and nothing short of a miracle will prevent all-
out slaughter.

If powerful interests can so easily thwart 
justice, then Lebanon’s rule of law is already 
irretrievably lost.

It doesn’t matter who instigated these 
events. All that matters is preventing worst-
case scenarios. The problem is that none of 
the protagonists cares enough about Leba-
non to call a halt. This is all about self-interest: 
Nasrallah seeks to advance Iran’s agenda, 
while various rival factions chase after the 
presidency.

Lebanon is in its essence a pluralist state. 
No party can hope to gain power unless it is 
willing to share power. A decade of renewed 
war will not change this reality one iota.

Regrettably, none of these warring factions 
possesses the wisdom and foresight to com-
prehend that if they continue their current 
trajectory, the state they seek to monopolize 
will be no more than a heap of smoking ash.

Arab News

The “war on terror” ended with that 
hasty, unceremonious US withdrawal 
capped by a troubled evacuation of vul-
nerable Afghans, and Afghanistan is on 
the brink of socioeconomic collapse.

The international community is try-
ing to galvanize aid without engaging 
directly with the Taliban, lifting sanc-
tions, or unfreezing assets. Unfortu-
nately, channeling aid to Afghanistan 
risks underwriting the Taliban’s legiti-
macy, which will threaten progress on 
human rights and the creation of the 
inclusive government in Kabul that the 
world wants to see. On the other hand, 
failure to deliver assistance to millions 
of Afghans risks a mass exodus of refu-
gees, creating fertile ground for violent 
extremism and dooming Afghanistan to 
more decades of instability.

More than 90 percent of Afghan 
households are food insecure, and aid 
agencies project that most children un-
der the age of 5 are at risk of acute mal-
nourishment. Additionally, while levels 
of violence have dramatically decreased 
since the Taliban seized the capital in 
mid-August, nearly 4 million Afghans 
remain internally displaced. Most 

have little prospect of returning to try 
to scrape a living among the debris of 
their destroyed homes and failed crops, 
against the backdrop of fresh waves of 
violence as ethnic groups and tribes 
carve new niches in the shifted balance 
of power.

The sheer scale of Afghanistan’s hu-
manitarian needs cannot be overstated, 
especially as the approaching winter 
will shrink the window for international. 
Before the Taliban’s takeover of Kabul, 
three quarters of Afghan public finances 
came from foreign donors, a lifeline that 
has now been cut. The lack of civil sec-
tor pay compounds the crises caused 
by the abrupt collapse of Afghanistan’s 
defense and security forces, who were 
major employers and vital sources of 
income for many rural households.

The US Federal Reserve is unlikely to 
release about $9.4 billion in Afghan for-
eign reserves, which it manages. Wash-
ington has gone farther, demanding 
that the International Monetary Fund 
retract a long-planned release of funds 
when the Taliban began their takeover 
of Afghan provinces. Any decision to 
inject liquidity into Afghanistan would 

have grave ramifications for US na-
tional security, politics in Washington, 
and geopolitics in Central Asia. Releas-
ing frozen assets and making generous 
financial assistance available with-
out strict conditions risks giving tacit 
recognition to the Taliban as a diplo-
matic “equal.” That would be difficult 
to reconcile with the sanctions on the 
Taliban to prevent its recognition as a 
legitimate, political entity entrusted 
with governing and representing the in-
terests of Afghans on the international 
stage.

There is also uncertainty about who 
has rightful access to those funds — the 
Taliban-led government in Kabul, or 
former Vice President Amrullah Saleh’s 
government in exile. Nonetheless, given 
the ubiquity of the US dollar in interna-
tional finance, US sanctions on the Tali-
ban extend in practice to all of Afghani-
stan, and the Biden administration has 
not indicated what it plans to do to re-
solve this issue. As a result, while the 
international community can and must 
fully address Afghanistan’s humanitar-
ian needs, the lack of liquidity means 
economic collapse is inevitable.

Time has now run out for the inter-
national community to revise its condi-
tions or for the Taliban to meet them, 
leaving a dangerous stalemate.

Hafed Al-Ghwell
Keen to prevent this in case rising pov-

erty and unemployment imperil their 
control of Afghanistan, the Taliban have 
tried to implement changes demanded 
by the international community. In re-
turn, they seek sanctions removal, for-
mal recognition, normalized relations, 
and unconditional aid. These are non-
starters for an international community 
still waiting for credible progress on hu-
man rights, particularly for women and 
minorities.

The Taliban is also required to estab-
lish an inclusive government, cut off 
ties to terrorist groups, and enable free 
access for humanitarian operations. 
They have balked at some of these de-
mands, partly because they are infea-
sible, but also because they could affect 
the group’s cohesion or other domestic 
considerations that take precedence 
over the concerns of far-off powers. To 
them, some demands are impossible to 
meet as they would weaken the group’s 

control over the government and em-
power the anti-Taliban opposition. 
Time has now run out for the interna-
tional community to revise its condi-
tions or for the Taliban to meet them, 
leaving a dangerous stalemate.

The Taliban know that Afghanistan’s 
neighbors, the wider region, and the EU all 
want  to avoid a flood of refugees, given the 
experiences of the migrant crisis six years 
ago. Pakistan in particular is dealing with 
its own domestic woes, not helped by CO-
VID-19, fiscal deficits and the need to abide 
by the strict IMF demands for the resump-
tion of a $6 billion line of credit.

This is partly why the EU has pledged 
a revamped humanitarian aid package 
worth about €1 billion targeting COV-
ID-19 vaccinations, protection of human 
rights, and direct support for civilians. 
But aid can be effective only if the global 
community prevents the collapse of Af-
ghanistan’s payments system, critical to 
the delivery of humanitarian assistance. 
Any other solutions are only piecemeal, 
offering temporary relief while other 
risks grow, complicating the prospect of 
enduring stability in Afghanistan.

Arab News

Factions who seek to dominate Lebanon will only destroy it

The world’s dilemma: Helping Afghans helps the Taliban
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Seoul, Oct 19 (UNI) The 
South Korean Cabinet on 
Tuesday approved a revision 
to the immigration law to 
grant long-term residency to 
Afghan evacuees airlifted in 
August after the Taliban take-
over and allow them to get 
jobs here. "In order for them 
to live independently in our 
society, getting jobs must be a 
priority," Prime Minister Kim 
Boo-kyum said during the 
Cabinet meeting in Sejong.

"Ministries should review 
ways that can utilize their ca-
reers in Afghanistan in South 
Korea." In August, the gov-
ernment airlifted more than 
390 Afghan co-workers and 

their family members under a 
military mission as they faced 
possible Taliban retaliation 
for having supported foreign 
operations, reports Yonhap 
News Agency. Theevacuees 
include medical profession-
als, vocational trainers, IT 
experts and interpreters who 
worked for South Korea's 
embassy in Kabul and its hu-
manitarian and relief facilities 
in Afghanistan, as well as their 
family members. They have 
been staying at the National 
Human Resources Develop-
ment Institute in the central 
county of Jinchon, 91 km 
south of Seoul, taking assimi-
lation programs.

Seoul, Oct 19 (UNI) North 
Korea fired a ballistic mis-
sile towards the East Sea on 
Tuesday, the South Korean 
military said, as Seoul, Wash-
ington and Tokyo are crank-
ing up diplomacy to resume 
dialogue with Pyongyang.

The missile was launched 
eastward from a site in the 
vicinity of Sinpo, South Ham-
gyong province, according to 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS).

It said the launch was de-
tected at 10.17 a.m. but gave 
no other details, reports Yon-
hap News Agency.

"The intelligence authori-
ties of South Korea and the 
US are currently conducting 
a thorough analysis regarding 
additional information," the 
JCS said in a text message sent 
to reporters. The launch came 
as the top  nuclear envoys of 
the South, the US and Japan 

are in Washington to discuss 
joint efforts to bring the North 
back to dialogue through hu-
manitarian aid and other in-
centives.

The North has been seen 
pushing for a military build-
up as witnessed in a series of 
recent missile tests, includ-
ing last month's launches of a 
new type of long-range cruise 
missile and a hypersonic 
missile. Pyongyang's contin-
ued saber-rattling tempered 
cautious optimism that has 
emerged since the reactiva-
tion of inter-Korean com-
munication channels earlier 
this month. In Washington on 
Tuesday, Seoul's top nuclear 
envoy, Noh Kyu-duk, and his 
US and Japanese counter-
parts, Sung Kim and Take-
hiro Funakoshi, plan to meet 
trilaterally to discuss a joint 
strategy on the North.

Washington, Oct 19 (UNI) 
Some northern US states 
are starting to witness a 
Covid-19 resurgence as the 
weather is getting colder 
amid the onset of the win-
ter season, raising concerns 
over a "twindemic" of the flu 
and coronavirus.

The five states that are 
reporting most of the new 
daily Covid-19 cases per 
capita are Alaska, Montana, 
Wyoming, North Dakota 
and Idaho, Xinhua news 
agency quoted data by The 
New York Times published 
on Monday as saying.

Alaska is logging the high-
est daily average of 125 cases 
per 100,000 people. Mean-
while, the other states with 
the fastest rising Covid-19 
caseloads are Vermont, 
Colorado, New Hampshire, 
Michigan and Minnesota, 
the data revealed.

The country is currently 
witnessing a downward 

trend in the pandemic situ-
ation, and the wave driven 
by the Delta variant is also 
receding. Though health 
experts do not expect an-
other catastrophic winter 
wave like last year, they have 
warned the public not to let 
their guard down as a large 
portion of the population is 
still unvaccinated, and the 
flu season may bring com-
plications. Americans have 
built up less natural immu-
nity against influenza be-
cause so few were infected 
in 2020, experts say.

As Covid-19 and the flu 
share many of the same 
symptoms, such as fever, 
cough and chills, it will be 
hard to determine without 
a test. "The weather drives 
people indoors into poorly 
ventilated spaces, and when 
either academic activities or 
social activities occur with-
out masks in indoor, poorly 
ventilated spaces, that's 

when transmission occurs," 
Natasha Bagdasarian, chief 
medical executive of Michi-
gan said on Monday

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recommends the 
public to get flu shots by 
the end of this month. The 
agency has also called on 
all eligible people, includ-
ing adolescents ages 12 to 
17 years, to get vaccinated 
to help stop the pandemic. 
Anthony Fauci, the nation's 
top infectious disease ex-
pert, said Sunday that even 
as the most recent pandem-
ic surge wanes, and case and 
hospitalisation numbers 
drop, any progress could 
plateau if vaccination num-
bers do not improve and the 
virus continues to circulate.

Till date, 189.1 million 
people have been fully vac-
cinated against Covid-19, 
making up 57 per cent of the 
entire US population.

New York, Oct 19 (UNI) The for-
eign policy leaders of India, the US, 
Israel and the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) held a virtual ministe-
rial meeting for what could have the 
makings of a grouping in the Middle 
East similar to the Quad, but with a 
more limited security agenda.

"Discussed working together 
more closely on economic growth 
and global issues. Agreed on expedi-
tious follow-up," India's External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar tweeted 
after the meeting on Monday with 
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
and Foreign Ministers Yair Lapid 
of Israel and Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Zayed of the UAE. Jaishankar, who 
is currently on a visit to Israel, was 
seated next to Lapid during the vir-
tual meeting. The four top diplomats 
discussed "future opportunities for 
collaboration in the region and glob-
ally", as well as maritime security, 
said a statement from State Depart-
ment spokesperson Ned Price. They 
also discussed "expanding economic 
and political cooperation in the Mid-
dle East and Asia, including through 
trade", the statement added. Earlier 
at his daily briefing in Washington, 
Price said: "Obviously this is a collec-
tion of four countries -- the US, the 

UAE, Israel and India -- with whom 
we share many interests."

India has close relations with all 
three countries. In a kaleidoscopic 
strategic environment where China 
stretches its sphere of action from 
the Indo-Pacific on the East to the 
West and beyond, India is situated in 
the middle of the Indian Ocean with 
its sea borders opening to the two 
areas can bridge them in association 
with the US.

After the US pulled out its troops 
from Afghanistan, China, which 
borders that country, is exerting its 
influence there with an eye on pro-
jecting its power beyond.

But unlike in the Indo-Pacific, 
where the Quad sees Beijing as the 

overarching threat, India is likely 
to be a restraining force on a pos-
sible Middle Eastern "Quad" mak-
ing it less likely to get too deep into 
local rivalries, but focusing instead 
on cooperation in critical areas en-
ergy, health, economics and climate 
change. US President Joe Biden and 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of 
India and Scott Morrison of Australia 
and the then-prime minister of Ja-
pan, Yoshihide Suga, held a summit 
in Washington last month at which 
they committed themselves "to bol-
ster security and prosperity, in the 
Indo-Pacific and beyonda, giving an 
opening for moves further afield".

The Quad bills itself as a group of 
democracies "committed to build-

ing democratic resilience in the In-
do-Pacific and beyond, but that does 
apply to the Middle East-oriented 
group, which includes the UAE, an 
amalgam of non-democratic mon-
archies". Price's statement on the 
Middle East meeting avoided men-
tioning democracy, showing the lim-
its to Washington's vociferous dec-
larations about it. The US statement 
on the meeting makes no mention 
of security issues beyond a passing 
mention of "maritime security" and 
it is also regional tensions. The Quad 
summit's statement, though, said 
that "regional security has become 
ever-more complex, testing all of our 
countries individually and together", 
a reference to China without naming 
it and added: "We recommit to pro-
moting the free, open, rules-based 
order, rooted in international law 
and undaunted by coercion, to bol-
ster security and prosperity in the 
Indo-Pacific and beyond."

The Quad has been steadfast in 
avoiding being labelled a security al-
liance, instead focusing its outward-
looking action agenda on matters 
like jointly providing Covid-19 vac-
cines around the Indo-Pacific and 
cooperating on climate change.

The Middle East meeting state-

ment also emphasised climate 
change and Covid-19. And a com-
mon thread in both was "people to 
people ties in technology and sci-
ence". The members of the Quad 
participate in joint military exercises 
and India hosted the second phase 
of the Malabar Exercise of the four 
navies last week. The US and India 
extended their joint naval exercises 
to the other side of the Indian Ocean 
in 2019 with anti-submarine drills 
near Diego Garcia. The four coun-
tries in the Middle East, have not 
held joint military exercises, but In-
dia participates in separate exercises 
with Israel and the UAE.

It is participating in the Israeli Blue 
Flag Exercise of air forces that began 
on Sunday alongside the US, the UK, 
Germany, Italy, France and Greece.

India and the UAE conducted a 
naval exercise off the coast of Abu 
Dhabi in August. In a cooperative 
set-up of the four nations focused 
on the Middle East, the UAE has 
the capital and Israel and the US 
the technology edge and India the 
manufacturing and execution capa-
bility. The geopolitical situation in 
the Middle East is, however, a web of 
complexities and some interdepen-
dencies. 

Revision of S.Korean 
immigration law approved 

to grant residency to 
Afghan evacuees

India, Israel, US, UAE ministerial meeting 
opens possibility of M-E 'Quad' 
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ROMANIA'S PM-DESIGNATE 
ANNOUNCES COMPLETION OF 

CABINET LINEUP
Bucharest, Oct 19 (UNI) Romania's Prime Minister-designate 

Dacian Ciolos announced that he has presented to Parliament 
his government's program along with the list of his minority 
cabinet. Ciolos, 52, who was appointed by President Klaus Io-
hannis last week, said at a press conference here that his gov-
ernment "will focus on the obvious current priorities. We need 
solutions and immediate measures for the health crisis ... and 
at the same time to prepare for the energy crisis, which could 
strongly hurt people this winter", reports Xinhua news agency. 
Ciolos, who leads the centre-right Save Romania Union (USR), 
stressed that "we are prepared to take responsibility for those 
difficult measures". "I hope the hearings and the vote (in Par-
liament) can be organised as soon as possible, right this week... 
We are ready to take the plunge, to get to work as soon as pos-
sible, if this government gets Parliament's go-ahead." Parlia-
ment will give a vote of confidence to the new government 
in a few days. The proposed new cabinet would be made up 
entirely of members of the USR, which has just 80 seats in the 
465-member Parliament. Ciolos lacks the support of the two 
other major parties (the National Liberal Party, PNL, and the 
Social Democratic Party, PSD) and the other smaller opposition 
groups there. Local analysts believe that the likelihood of Ciolos 
receiving the support of the required more than 50 per cent of 
the vote in Parliament is very low. Marcel Ciolacu, leader of the 
PSD, the largest party in Parliament, called the program pro-
posed by Ciolos a draft with "zero chances". Romania's coali-
tion government led by PNL President Florin Citu collapsed on 
October 5 in a censure motion initiated by the PSD one month 
after the USR announced its withdrawal from the cabinet.

IRAN TO DISCUSS NUKE
 TOPICS WITH EU

Tehran, Oct 19 (UNI) Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Saeed Khatibzadeh said that Tehran and the European Union 
(EU) will discuss nuclear topics in Brussels in the coming days. 
Making the remarks during his weekly press conference, Khati-
bzadeh said recent talks between Ali Bagheri, Deputy Foreign 
Minister, and Enrique Mora, Deputy Secretary-General of the 
European External Action Service, in Tehran were "good and 
constructive", reports Xinhua news agency Bagheri noted that 
both sides agreed to continue negotiations in Brussels in the 
next few days. "For sure, the issues, challenges and obstacles 
which have not been resolved in Vienna, should be discussed 
in Brussels," said Khatibzadeh. "Our demand is unconditional 
return (of Washington) to its obligations under the (JCPOA) 
agreement from which the US withdrew. (Besides), lifting of 
oppressive, illegal and extraterritorial sanctions against the Is-
lamic Republic" is another demand of Iran, he noted. Bagheri 
said on Thursday after meeting with Mora that taking "practi-
cal" steps with "tangible" outcomes should be the purpose of 
upcoming nuclear talks between Iran and the remaining par-
ties to the JCPOA. According to media reports, talks between 
the EU coordinator and the Iranian officials aimed to bring 
Washington and Tehran back to compliance with the deal. Af-
ter six rounds of talks in Vienna between Iran and other parties 
to the deal, with the US indirectly involved, Iranian officials said 
recently that Iran's current administration, which assumed of-
fice in August, needed.

 a "reasonable amount of time" to prepare its negotiating 

DUTCH COURT 
OPENS TRIAL OF 

2 SUSPECTS FOR JOUR-
NALIST'S MURDER

The Hague, Oct 19 (UNI) 
A Dutch court has started 
the trial of two suspects for 
the murder of crime journal-
ist Peter R. de Vries, who was 
shot in Amsterdam on July 6 
and died nine days later. The 
suspects for the murder of the 
64-year-old crime reporter 
were a 22-year-old Dutch 
man, who was accused of be-
ing the alleged shooter, and a 
35-year-old man from Poland, 
who was the driver of the get-
away car, reports Xinhua news 
agency. The two men were 
arrested on a highway shortly 
after De Vries was shot in the 
head in a location not far from 
the studio of the TV program 
RTL Boulevard, where he had 
been a guest that evening as 
an expert.

De Vries was the most suc-
cessful crime reporter in the 
country. In 1978, he became 
a journalist for the daily news-
paper De Telegraaf and in this 
function he followed the case 
of the kidnapping of Freddy 
Heineken, owner of the beer 
brewing giant. He wrote two 
books on this subject. Later 
De Vries had his own crime 
investigation TV show and in 
recent years he focused on 
solving cold cases and attend-
ed several TV shows as a crime 
specialist. In 2019, he said that 
police had warned him he was 
on a gangster-hit-list of the 
country's most wanted crimi-
nal Ridouan Taghi, who is cur-
rently in detention.

The trial process begins 
with prosecutors giving an 
account of progress in police 
investigation and the lawyers 
possibly requesting further 
investigation. The murder of 
the famous crime reporter 
shocked the public across the 
Netherlands. Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte has called for steps 
to ensure that "justice takes 
its course". "We may and will 
never tolerate this in the Neth-
erlands. We will do everything 
we can to fight crime by all 
means possible. This cowardly 
act must not go unpunished," 
he added.

Moscow, Oct 19 (UNI) The pro-
cedure for filling the first string of 
the Nord Stream 2 natural gas pipe-
line was completed on Monday, 
the project's operating company 
owned by Russia's gas industry gi-
ant Gazprom announced. "In ac-
cordance with the plan and design 
requirements, the line is filled with 
so-called technical gas in a volume 
of approximately 177 million cubic 

meters, which provides a pressure 
level of 103 bars in the pipeline," 
Nord Stream 2 AG said in a state-
ment on Monday.

This pressure is sufficient to start 
transporting gas in the future, Xin-
hua news agency quoted the state-
ment as saying. The gas-in proce-
dure for the first string of the Nord 
Stream 2 started on October 4. Pre-
commissioning steps for the second 

string remain underway. Gazprom 
had announced on September 10 
the completion of the flagship en-
ergy project despite US opposition.

The 1,230-km pipeline is ex-
pected to transport 55 billion 
cubic meters of natural gas an-
nually from Russia to Germany 
via the Baltic Sea. Gazprom in-
tends to put it into operation 
before this year's end. The Nord 

Stream 2 pipeline is approach-
ing its operation as Moscow has 
repeatedly voiced its readiness 
to help ease the current energy 
crunch in Europe. In a meet-
ing with President Vladimir Pu-
tin earlier this month, Deputy 
Prime Minister Alexander Novak 
proposed prioritising the launch 
of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline 
among other options.

RUSSIA COMPLETES FILLING GAS INTO 1ST 
STRING OF NORD STREAM 2 PIPELINE

N.Korea fires 
ballistic missile 
toward East Sea

Covid resurgence in northern 
US states amid colder weather

Washington, Oct 19 (UNI) 
Former US President Don-
ald Trump has filed a law-
suit against the National Ar-
chives and a House special 
committee investigating the 
January 6 Capitol riot in a 
bid to block Congress from 
obtaining certain docu-

ments related to the insur-
rection. "The Committee's 
request amounts to nothing 
less than a vexatious, illegal 
fishing expedition openly 
endorsed by Biden and de-
signed to unconstitution-
ally investigate President 
Trump and his administra-

tion," the lawsuit, filed on 
Monday, read.

"Our laws do not permit 
such an impulsive, egre-
gious action against a for-
mer President and his close 
advisors."

In August, the commit-
tee had requested that the 

National Archives, which is 
the custodian of the Trump 
White House's records, sub-
mit a long list of records 
from the former President's 
time in office and the after-
math of the Capitol riot, re-
ports Xinhua news agency. 
The request is part of the 

panel's ongoing and inten-
sifying investigation into 
how a mob of Trump's sup-
porters breached the Capi-
tol on January 6 trying to 
stop a Congressional joint 
session from certifying the 
2020 presidential election 
result.

Trump sues to block Congress from obtaining 
documents related to Capitol riot
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Al Amerat (Oman), Oct 
19 (UNI) Bangladesh pro-
duced a clinical all-round 
performance to beat Oman 
by 26 runs in the 6th match 
of ICC Men's T20 World Cup 
2021 at the Al Amerat Cricket 
Ground, here on Tuesday. 
Riding on fighting knocks by 
Mohammad Naim (64 off 50) 
and Shakib Al Hasan (42 off 
29), Bangladesh posted a total 
of 153 all out in 20 overs.

For Oman, Fayyaz Butt and 
Bilal Khan were the most suc-
cessful of the bowlers with 
three wickets each while Kal-
eemullah picked two. In reply, 
Oman batters Jatinder Singh 
and Kashyap Prajapati made 
full use of the fielding restric-
tions and kept the scoreboard 

ticking. They were 70/2 and 
needed 84 from 10 overs.

However, once Prajapati 
got out, wickets fell at regular 
intervals. Once Jatinder lost 
his wicket, the middle order 
was exposed and struggled 
against the Bangladesh bowl-
ing attack. In the end, Oman 
were restricted to 127/9 in 20 
overs, losing the match by 26 
runs. With this win, Bangla-
desh kept their hopes alive for 
a spot in the Super 12s. Brief 
scores: Bangladesh 153-10 in 
20 overs (Mohammad Naim 
64 off 50, Shakib Al Hasan 
42 off 29; Bilal Khan 3/18) 
beat Oman 127/9 in 20 overs 
(Jatinder Singh 40 off 33; Mus-
tafizur Rahman 4/36, Shakib 
Al Hasan 3/28).

Mumbai, Oct 19 (UNI) India's 
most celebrated cueist, Pankaj 
Advani (PSPB) neatly constructed 
a brilliant 121 points effort as he 
rallied splendidly from the loss of 
the opening two frames to prevail 
over Dhvaj Haria (PSPB) 4-2 and 
record his fourth successive win 
in the Men's 'Y' Camp (1st leg) 
round-robin league matches of 
the World Snooker Qualifiers, a 
BSFI National Selection Tourna-
ment on Tuesday.

The 36-year-old India No. 2 
Advani, started hesitantly and the 
left-handed Dhvaj cashed on the 
opportunities to take a 2-0 lead. 
But, the cool and calculated Ad-
vani, winner of multiple World ti-
tles, showed his class as he turned 
on the magic in compiling a stu-
pendous run which drew loud 
cheers and applause from the 
goodly crowds as he went on to 
win the third frame and get back 
into the match. That three-figure 
break, the highest break so far in 
the competition, seemed to have 
knocked the fight out of Haria as 
the Bengaluru-based Advani went 
on to comfortable win the next 
three frames to complete a satis-
fying 29-74, 31-79, 121(121)-00, 
69-14, 69-03 and 72-17 win.

On Monday night, Advani 
had defeated Pushpender Singh 

(RSPB) 4-1 (68(51)-34, 86-01, 00-
86(86), 120(84)-11, 61-25) win, the 
organisers informed in a release 
on Tuesday. Meanwhile, National 
champions Aditya Mehta (Men) 

and Vidya Pillai (Women) both 
suffered setbacks. The 35-year-
old Mehta (PSPB) came lost to 
Dhvaj Haria (PSPB) who played 
steadily to clinch a 4-2 (13-87, 

79-39, 44-55, 82-00, 67-01, 71-36) 
victory late on Monday. How-
ever, Mehta regained his winning 
form and with breaks of 83 (2nd 
frame), 72 (4th), and 56 (5th) de-

feated Pushpender Singh (RSPB) 
4-1 (55-19, 98(83)-00, 56-65(46), 
129(72)-00 and 69(56)-33) to keep 
his qualifying hopes alive. In the 
women's contest, Vidya of Karna-
taka came up with a tremendous 
break of 81 in the third frame but 
that effort went in vain as she was 
unable to prevent Tamil Nadu's 
Anupama Ramachandran from 
scripting a hard-earned 3-2 (47-
37, 41-71, 01-81(81), 92-34 and 
83-38) victory. Earlier, Vidya got 
the better of compatriot Chitra 
Magimairaj 3-1 (74-8, 14-70, 58-
37, and 44-29).

Men - Y-camp (1st leg): Aditya 
Mehta (PSPB) beat Pushpender 
Singh (RSPB) 4-1 (55-19, 98(83)-
00, 56-65(46), 129(72)-00, 69(56)-
33); Pankaj Advani (PSPB) beat 
Dhvaj Haria (PSPB) 4-2 (29-74, 
31-79, 121(121)-00, 69-14, 69-03, 
72-17); Laxman Rawat (PSPB) 
beat Neeraj Kumar (RSPB) 4-3 
(92(56)-3, 69(61)-24, 68-26, 32-70, 
26-81, 42-61, 54-16).

Women - Y-camp (1st leg): An-
upama Ramachandran (TN) beat 
Vidya Pillai (KTK) 3-2 (47-37, 41-
71, 01-81(81), 92-34, 83-38); Amee 
Kamani (MP) beat Arantxa San-
chis (MAH) 3-0 (54-31, 57-19, 58-
22); Varsha Sanjeev (TN) Keerath 
Bhandaal (DEL) 3-0 (52-31, 57-13, 
71-42)

T20 WORLD CUP: 
BANGLADESH BEAT 
OMAN BY 26 RUNS

World Snooker Qualifiers: Pankaj 
Advani shines with 121-point effort

Bhopal, Oct 19 (UNI) Na-
val Tata Hockey Academy, 
Jamshedpur, Namdhari XI, 
Mumbai Schools Sports As-
sociation, Ghumanhera Ris-
er's Academy, and SAI Acad-
emy (Kolkata) registered 
wins in their respective 
matches on the second day 
of the 1st Hockey India Ju-
nior Men Academy National 
Championship 2021 here on 
Tuesday. In the first match 
of the second day, Naval 
Tata Hockey Academy from 
Jamshedpur thrashed Berar 
Hockey Academy (Vidarb-
ha), Amravati 15-0. Atish 
Dodrai (4', 6', 10', 29', 38') 
scored five goals, Sem Mun-
da (15', 40', 42', 54') scored 
four, while Sajal Saxena (24', 
30') netted twice in the Pool 
A match. Jaymasih Tuti (9'), 
Niyaren Champiya (18'), 
Sandeep Surin (56'), and 
Simon Bodra (57') also got 
on the scoresheet for Naval 
Tata Hockey Academy-Jam-
shedpur.

In Pool B, Namdhari XI 
registered a massive 20-0 
win against Bhai Behlo 
Hockey Academy Bhagta. 
Captain Rajinder Singh (6', 
9', 14', 29', 34', 48', 49') and 
Maninder Singh (10', 39', 40', 
44', 50', 59') wreaked havoc, 
scoring 13 goals among 
themselves. Mokhran (34', 
54', 55') bagged a fine hat-
trick, while Harwinder Singh 

(3'), Gurshant Singh (13'), 
Mahavir Singh (22') and Ro-
hit Rana (33') contributed 
a goal each in the goalfest. 
In Pool C, Mumbai Schools 
Sports Association emerged 
with a clinical 4-2 win over 
Dhyan Chand Hockey Acad-
emy. Akash Rai (2'), Mo-
ses David Alexander (43'), 
Rhythm Bhavesh Mamnia 
(47'), and Pawan Babulal Sa-
mantrai (56') were the goal-
scorers for Mumbai Schools 
Sports Association. Where-
as, Segari Kumar Babu (17') 
and Syed Abdul Aziz (41') got 
on the scoresheet for Dhyan 
Chand Hockey Academy.

Following their narrow 
defeat on the opening day, 

Ghumanhera Riser's Acad-
emy bounced back in style 
to claim a comprehensive 
8-0 win against Matasa-
hib Kaur Hockey Acad-
emy Jarkhar- Ludhiana in 
the Pool D match. Pankaj 
(29', 51', 53') starred with a 
hat-trick, Patcha Tharum 
Kumar (15', 58') bagged a 
brace, and Dinesh (4'), Lalit 
Kumar (24') and Harshdeep 
Singh (34') chipped in with 
a goal each for Ghumanhera 
Riser's Academy.

SAI-Academy (Kolkata) 
registered their second 
straight win in the tourna-
ment, defeating Citizen 
Hockey XI 8-0 in Pool E 
fixture. Angad Bir Singh 

(3', 6') and Suresh Mahto 
(27', 28) netted twice, while 
Ankit Goud (26'), Kallu Ali 
(28'), Gagan Rajbhar (29'), 
and Anurud Bhengra (51') 
scored a goal each for SAI-
Academy (Kolkata). In Pool 
E, Markandeshwar Hockey 
Academy made a late come-
back against HIM Academy 
to earn a 2-2 draw in what 
was the last match of the 
day. Deepu Rawat (27') and 
Mohd Idris (43') had given 
HIM Academy a 2-0 lead 
going into the final quarter, 
but Markandeshwar Hockey 
Academy snatched a point 
at the end, courtesy of goals 
from Aashish (53') and 
Lovepreet Singh (54').

Junior nationals hockey: Big wins for 
Naval Tata Academy, Namdhari XI

Al Amerat (Oman), Oct 19 
(UNI) Scotland continued to 
impress in the ongoing ICC T20 
World Cup as they defeated 
Papua New Guinea by 17 runs to 
move closer to a spot in the Super 
12 stages of the showpiece event 
on Tuesday. Guided by a half-
century by Richie Berrington and 
clinical performance by bowlers, 
Scotland, who had stunned Ban-
gladesh in their opening match, 
made easy meat of the light-
weight Oman.

They rode on Richie Ber-
rington's entertaining half-cen-
tury to post a defendable target 
of 165/9 in 20 overs. In response, 
Scotland bowlers led by Josh 
Davey bundled out PNG for 148 
all out in 19.3 overs.

Berrington's 70 off 49 balls 
was the cornerstone of Scot-
land's innings. He added a cru-
cial 92 runs with Matt Cross for 
the third wicket, amid a flurry of 
wickets at the start and the death. 
Scotland were 26/2 in the 4th 

over when Barrington and wick-
etkeeper Matthew Cross came 
together to raise 92 runs for the 
third wicket with a score read-
ing 118. Barrington and Calum 
MacLeod then took the score to 
151 before MacCallum was out 
and that led to another collapse 
as Scotland, from 151/3 in 18.2 
overs ended up at 165/9. Coming 
up against disciplined bowling in 
their chase, PNG lost five wickets 
in the Powerplay. Opener Tony 
Ura's poor run in the tournament 

extended to a second game as he 
chopped on in the second over, 
giving Josh Davey his first wicket 
of the day.

Having taken Brad Wheal for a 
four on the first ball of the over, 
Lega Siaka attempted to dance 
down the pitch again, only to 
edge to the wicket-keeper.

Alasdair Evans, playing his first 
game of this World Cup in place 
of Safyaan Sharif, had been wel-
comed with a flurry of fours in 
front of and behind square from 

Assad Vala. However, he had the 
last laugh: Vala, searching for the 
third boundary of the over, could 
only top edge to offer Wheal at 
mid-on an easy catch inside the 
circle. Charles Amini was run-
out thanks to a good throw from 
Michael Leask from the deep 
behind square. Three balls later, 
Berrington at point plucked the 
ball out of the air to send back 
Simon Atai and give Davey his 
second.Coming in at No.7, Vanua 
hit Chris Greaves.

T29 World Cup: Scotland beat PNG for second win in a row

New Delhi, Oct 19 (UNI) 
As many as 26 teams will 
take to the field in Simdega, 
Jharkhand where they will 
vie for top honours in the 
11th Hockey India Junior 
Women National Champi-
onship 2021 which begins 
on Wednesday. Speaking 
about the competition, Ut-
tar Pradesh Hockey coach 
Akram Mahmood said, "I 
think Hockey Jharkhand 
and Hockey Haryana will 
be tough contenders in this 
tournament. We finished 
fourth previously and defi-

nitely look forward to doing 
better in this edition.""Our 
preparations have been 
good and the players are very 
motivated especially after 
watching the Indian Wom-
en's Team's historic perfor-

mance in the Olympics, they 
all want to be like them and 
want to give their best here 
so that they can get a place 
in the junior camp, he said.

Meanwhile, the hosts 
Hockey Jharkhand are keen 
on putting up their best 
performance in front of the 
home crowd. Their coach 
Pratima Barwa said, "We are 
very excited to play in front 
of our home crowd and the 
team is looking forward to 
the tournament. We have 
prepared well for the tourna-
ment, paid a lot of attention 

to our fitness and we will 
be taking it one-match-at-
a-time." Azad Singh Malik, 
coach, Hockey Haryana ex-
pressed that all the players in 
his team want to bring pride 
and honour to Haryana just 
like their senior compatri-
ots from the state who were 
part of the Tokyo Olympics 
Team. "Our players are all 
aware that a good show here 
might find them a place in 
the national camp. They are 
very inspired by what their 
counterparts from Haryana 
have achieved in hockey.

HOCKEY INDIA JUNIOR WOMEN'S 
NATIONALS TO BE HELD IN SIMDEGA

Mumbai, Oct 19 (UNI) India has 
qualified for the third round of the 2023 
AFC Asian Cup football championships, 
but chief coach Igor Stimac says further 
progress in the event will depend on 
how much time the national team will 
get for preparation for the Important 
games. "If we make sure that we get 
enough time to prepare for the games, 
then we might expect good football and 
good results. Otherwise, we're going to 
gamble. As simple as that because our 
players will start twice a season now," 
said Stimac during a virtual press con-
ference on Tuesday.

India have made it to the third round 
via the joint 2022 World Cup and Asian 
Cup qualifiers. In the 2022 World Cup 
qualification programme, Stimac's In-
dia started with a 1-2 home loss to Oman 

but earned a point after holding the 2019 
Asian Champion and 2022 FIFA World 
Cup hosts Qatar to a credible draw.

However, in the remaining matches, 
India only managed draws against much 
lower-ranked teams - Bangladesh at 
home and Afghanistan away. The team 
also went on to lose to Oman and Qa-
tar, as well as gaining only a draw over 
Afghanistan with their only win in the 
qualification being, a 2-0 win against 
neighbour Bangladesh, to finish in 
third place with only six points gained. 
Though India did not qualify for the 
2022 World Cup, it was the highest po-
sition the country gained since the 2002 
qualification. It also guaranteed India a 
place in the third round of qualifiers for 
the 2023 AFC Asian Cup.

The third round of qualifiers will be 

held in February 2022 and Stimac said 
that they have to put together a proper 
plan for the event. "Who are we going to 
play against, we don't know our group 
yet. But obviously, we need to prepare 
ourselves because our first game will 
be on February 1, 2022. And if we want 
to succeed in such qualifiers, which we 
are going to play out of the FIFA window 
-- because the February schedule is not 
part of the FIFA window -- then we need 
to prepare now.

"We need to sit down with other 
stakeholders in our domestic competi-
tions and discuss how much time the 
national team will get for preparation for 
these Important games. If we make sure 
that we get enough time to prepare for 
the games, then we might expect good 
football and good results. 

Asian Cup qualifiers: India will succeed only 
if we prepare from now, says Igor Stimac
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MRUNAL JAIN TALKS ABOUT BIRTHDAY PLANS 
AND FILM SOORYAVANSHI!

Last year would have been 
huge for Mrunal Jain had 
Covid-19 not taken over 

our lives.The actor was awaiting 
the release of his big ticket fi lm, 
Sooryavanshi, which didn't 
release in theatres due to the 
lockdown and theatres being 
shut.`I play the antagonist in 
the fi lm and was hoping that 
my work would be noticed by 
directors and casting directors. 
It was disappointing to say 
the least as there was a lot of 
buzz around the fi lm and it 
was expected that it would be 

received well.Now, to recreate 
that interest and buzz will take 
work.

The delay has affected me 
as it means I will have to start 
from scratch. It has been quite 
a while that I have done TV,` 
shares the actor, who gained 
popularity with a number of TV 
shows including Uttaran.

He also had another fi lm 
release in January 2020, Sab 
Kushal Mangal with Akshaye 
Khanna, but `it didn't last for 
more than a week in theatres`. 
Jain had pinned his hopes on 

Soorvanshi as the fi lm was 
`the talk of the town`.

`Working with such huge 
stars Akshay Kumar, Ajay 
Devgn and Ranveer Singh 
is a big deal. I have so many 
scenes with Akshay sir and 
Ranveer, so I was hoping that 
my ability as an actor would be 
noticed in the industry. I took 
on the negative role because 
when you get a call from Rohit 
Shetty sir, you know there must 
be some vision and why he sees 
me in that role. 

IANS

NARAYANI SHASTRI : OUR INDUSTRY IS 
FULL OF EGOS

"I believe that if you know what your 
worth is, you should not go down. If 
you don't value yourself then no one 
will. You are not a vegetable that 
people can negotiate.
If I believe that this is the money I 
deserve, then I will ask for that much," 
she told IANS.

Narayani Shastri has 
been part of the 
television industry 

for over two decades now, 
and she says the journey 
has taught her a lot. The 
biggest thing she inculcated 
was the ability to never 
undervalue herself. The 
actress adds people need to 
be more understanding."Our 
industry is full of egos. If you 
tone down everyone's ego, 
everyone will understand 

each other. I did that 
with all my shows. 
I never worked for 
peanuts or something 
that I did not deserve. 
That was one of my 
conditions. If I am not 
happy and I think I 
am not getting paid 
enough, I will not put 
in my all," she says.
On her show, Aapki 

Nazron Ne Samjha, 
Narayni says that she 
loves the mother-
and-son relationship 
shown."The 
relationship between 
this mother and son is 
so special where she 
doesn't believe that 
just because you have 
a small problem, your 
life should not change.

PARINEETI REPORTEDLY 
DROPPED AS FACE OF 'BETI 

BACHAO BETI PADHAO'

Bollywood actress 
Parineeti Chopra has 
reportedly been re-

moved as the face of Hary-
ana's "Beti Bachao Beti Pad-
hao" campaign. The reason, 
it is widely believed, is her 
tweeting against the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act (CAA).
The actress had tweeted:

"If this is what's gonna 
happen everytime a citizen 
expresses their view, forget 
#CAB, we should pass a bill 
and not call our country a 
democracy anymore! Beat-
ing up innocent human be-
ings for speaking their mind? 
BARBARIC.

"According to a report in 
indiatimes.com, Parineeti, 
who was the Haryana gov-
ernment's brand ambas-
sador for Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao campaign, has been 

'SINGLES ANTHEM' MAKES
 RASHMIKA MANDANNA DO 

THE 'HAPPY DANCE'

Singles anthem" from 
the upcoming Telu-
gu romantic com-

edy fi lm "Bheeshma" is 
out now, and its has the 
fi lm's lead actress Rash-
mika Mandanna doing the 
"happy dance".

"I don't know why but 
this song makes me do a 
happy dance. Maybe it's 
because it's the singles an-
them," Rashmika tweeted 
on Friday evening along 
with the song's link.

The link was also shared 
by her co-star Nithiin, 
who wrote: "Here it is! 1st 
single from BHEESHMA!! 
Hope u all like it!! #Single-
sAnthem #BheeshmaSin-
gleForever #sagarmahati 
@iamRashmika @Ven-
kyKudumula @vamsi84 @
SitharaEnts."

"Single's anthem", sung 
by Anurag Kulkarni with 
lyrics by Shreemani, has 
already received 203,103 
views on YouTube. It's 
just the lyrical version of 
the track but fans are hap-
py about it.

"Wow. Extraordinary 
music and tune amaz-
ing. #SinglesAnthem su-
perb," one Twitter user 
wrote.Another found the 
song "Mind blowing".
One loved the lyrics of the 
song.Directed by Venky 
Kudumula and produced 
by Suryadevara Naga 
Vamsi under Sithara En-
tertainments, the fi lm will 
hit the screens on Febru-
ary 21, 2020.

IANS

DAISY RIDLEY 
STILL GETS STAGE 

FRIGHT
Actress Daisy Ridley says 

she still gets really bad 
stage fright.During an ap-

pearance on "A Little Late with 
Lilly Singh", the "Star Wars: The 
Rise of Skywalker" star admit-
ted that she gets nervous about 
getting on stage, reports female-
fi rst.co.uk

"I get really nervous. I'm really 
nervous right now. I'm shaking, 
hot and cold sweats.It's still a 
strange thing to come out in 
front of people and do this whole 
thing," she said.The 27-year-old 
also opened up about another 
fear she has taken head on, and 
that is skydiving."

Something very terrifying 
was skydiving. The man I was 
strapped to looked like Rocky 
Balboa so that was great but 
then I went higher than anyone 
else so I had an oxygen mask 
because I was 15,000 feet in the 
air.And then you get to the edge 
and you're like, 'no', and they're 
like, 'yes'," she said.

IANS

removed from the position.How-
ever, there are no information con-
fi rming the news yet.

The CAA, passed in the winter 
session of Parliament, seeks to 
grant Indian citizenship to refu-
gees from Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, 
Parsi and Christian communities 
who have arrived from neigh-
bouring countries like Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, and Bangladesh.
Parineeti is not the fi rst actor who 
has been ousted from work re-
cently.Actor Sushant Singh was 
removed from the reality TV crime 
series "Savdhaan India", which he 
was hosting on the channel Star 
Bharat.This happened earlier this 
week, a day after Sushant partici-
pated in a recent anti-CAA pro-

test rally in Mumbai.Sushant had 
tweeted:"And, my stint with Savd-
haan India has ended.

"A Twitter user asked him:"The 
price you pay for speaking the 
truth?"To his, Sushant replied:"A 
very small price my friend. Oth-
erwise how will you face Bhagat 
Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru?"

IANS

IT’S CREATIVELY LIBERATING AS AN ACTOR : SANJAY DUTT ON 
NOT PLAYING SAFE PROFESSIONALLY!

The versatile actor 
Sanjay Dutt has 
never disappointed 

us when it comes to any 
character that he has por-
trayed on screen. 

The actor received a lot 
of appreciation for play-
ing an antagonist in his 
last hit Panipat, it surely 
states that Sanjay Dutt 
is not here to settle for 
easy roles.Recently, in an 
interview with a leading 
daily Sanjay Dutt said, 
"My idea is to deliver all 
kinds of roles, and try 

everything new. I'm lov-
ing this phase as an art-
ist with the kind of roles I 
am portraying" shares the 
Superstar.Talking about 
his endearing journey as 
an actor further he added, 
"It's creatively liberating 
as an actor!

I'm just overwhelmed 
with the appreciation 
and love audiences have 
shown me for my charac-
ter of Abdali in Panipat. 
It stays to be one special 
role.`Unlike any other ac-
tor, Sanjay Dutt's spirit is 

not to opt for safe roles on 
the professional front, he 
would rather aim at trying 
experimenting with roles 
and genres of films.

Over the years, Sanjay 
Dutt has treated the audi-
ence with characters that 
have gone ahead to reso-
nate and strike a chord 
with the viewers.Known 
to have a power-packed 
screen presence, the actor 
hosts a number of strong 
characters in his diverse 
repertoire as an actor.

Courtesy : Santabanta

TAAPSEE 
SHARES A 

RECIPE FOR 
POST WORKOUT 

RECOVERY
Taapsee Pannu has 

offered a quick solution 
for post workout 

recovery to those who 
undergo a rigorous 
training schedule.

The actress shared the 
recipe to her "high 
protein high fi bre 

drink" on Instagram story: 
"Its buttermilk with sattu, 
fl axseed, methi seed powder. 
Fantastic combination of live 
bacteria, prebiotics, healthy 
fats. Great for post workout 
recovery."Recently, the ac-
tress had shared the recipe to 
a drink that helps burn fat.

 She called it her exotic sun-
set drink!Sharing the recipe 
of the drink on Instagram, the 
actress wrote: "My exotic sun-
set drink... This fat-burning 
powerhouse of a drink has 
raw, unfi ltered Apple Cider 
Vinegar with the mother. 
Along with it are fenugreek 
(methi), turmeric, and ginger.

DILJIT DOSANJH
ON LEARNING MARATHI 

FOR HIS NEW ROLE

Punjabi star Diljit Dosanjh had 
to learn Marathi for his lat-
est release, Suraj Pe Mangal 

Bhari, and he admits that picking 
up a new language was not an easy 
task."The things that a man must 
do for love! My character had to 
learn Marathi for his lady love and 
I had to for the love for my film. It's 

the kind of movie that's so seeped 
in innocence that you want to work 
towards making it better. My char-
acter speaks Marathi quite a few 
times in the film.

He is a Bombay boy, so it's a part 
of his lingo," said Diljit."Picking 
up a new language is always diffi-
cult but that was a requirement in 
this film. It felt authentic.

So when my character had to 
woo Fatima's character, he 

used these adorable Marathi 
lines.Those scenes are kinda 
heartwarming.

It was such a joy to see 
the work you've put in 
come alive on screen. It's 

the kind of simple, un-
complicated love that we 
don't celebrate enough 
anymore," he added.The 
comedy drama helmed by 

Abhishek Sharma released 
on November 15.

It is the first new Bollywood re-
lease after the theatres re-opened 
following the long break due to 
the Covid-19 lockdown.Diljit 
even tweeted to thank fans who 
ventured out to watch the film 
during the pandemic.

IANS
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Global cues, positive 
macros push equities higher

Saudi fast-food franchise operator 
Alamar Foods considers IPO: Reuters

Q2 results buoy equities; 
metal stocks rise

K’taka signs MoU with Gulf Islamic 
Investment Group in Dubai

Bengaluru, Oct 18 (IANS) In a big push 
to attract investments and boost trade, 
the Government of Karnataka has signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the Gulf Islamic Investment group (GII).

The Group held deliberations with 
Large and Medium Industries Minister 
Murugesh Nirani and IT&BT Minister 
C.N. Ashwath Narayan on Monday at the 
Karnataka pavilion at Dubai Expo 2020 
event.

The GII will open its office in Bengaluru 
to further strengthen Indo-UAE invest-
ment ties. Gulf Islamic Investment (GII) 
is a leading UAE-based Sharia-compliant 
financial services firm with over $2 bil-
lion of assets under management.

Minister Nirani expressed happiness 
over the pact. “GII’s decision to foray 
into Karnataka and open its office in Ben-
galuru will further strengthen investment 
ties between India and UAE. Our state is 
an ideal place to make investments as we 
ensure ease of doing business and inves-
tor-friendly atmosphere. I’m sure that 
GII’s presence in Bengaluru will pave way 
for more investments, trade and creation 
of jobs,” Nirani said.

GII plans to invest $500 mn (Rs 3,500 
crore) in India in the next 3 years. The 

company is also planning collaborations 
with Indian startups to boost its Middle 
East expansion plans.

Expressing his happiness, Dr Aman 
Puri, Consul General of India, Dubai, 
termed Karnataka as startup capital of 
Asia and added that Bengaluru is home 
to 40 per cent of India’s unicorns. He said 
UAE is a big partner in India’s quest to 
become a $5 trillion economy.

In a joint statement, Mohammed Al-
hassan and Pankaj Gupta, Founding 
Partners and Co-CEOs of Gulf Islamic In-
vestments, said, “We are delighted to of-
ficially announce our plans to establish a 
GII office in India’s technology capital of 
Bengaluru. India represents a prime in-
vestment destination for GII and this ex-
pansion demonstrates our commitment 
to future investments in the country’s 
burgeoning start-up and high-growth 
enterprise space.”

“Given the success of our preliminary 
investment rounds through the India 
Growth Portfolio series, valued at over 
Rs 1,000 crore, we look forward to ex-
panding our footprint in India and stra-
tegically contributing towards enhancing 
the India-UAE investment corridor,” the 
joint statement read.

UBER, Careem have their tax dues 
settled, Asharq reports

K’taka Minister in UAE makes strong pitch for investment in state

Transparency is at a premium in IRDAI

‘We got this wrong!’ Morgan 
Stanley admits underestimating 

Saudi stocks performance 

Enterprise software firm 
Informatica eyes nearly $9bn 

valuation in U.S. IPO

RIYADH: Uber and Careem have 
settled their tax dues in Saudi Arabia, 
and they are committed to and work ac-
cording to the tax system in force in the 
country, Asharq reported, citing a source 
it didn’t name. Both companies had a 
different understanding of the tax system 
in the Kingdom, and learned the right 
mechanism of work in the local market 
after communicating with the General 
Authority for Zakat, the source said.

“Both companies obtained the neces-
sary clarification at the time, and for a 
long time, and paid their tax obligations 
in this framework, and they are currently 
working according to the system,” the 
source said. The source added that Uber 

and Careem may have a previous objec-
tion to the tax assessment, and the deci-
sion in this regard is subject to the com-
petent judicial authorities.

Bloomberg Agency had reported citing 
its own sources that Uber and its subsid-
iary Careem are facing tens of millions of 
dollars in tax payments in Saudi Arabia. 

It also revealed that both companies 
are facing a combined tax bill in the King-
dom of about $100 million.

These claims are linked to a dispute 
over how to calculate the value-added 
tax (VAT) due over the past few years, 
and the mechanism for sharing it be-
tween temporary work companies and 
individual contractors.

Bengaluru, Oct 18 (IANS) 
Seeking to highlight its domi-
nant position in the aerospace 
and defence sectors, the Kar-
nataka government made a 
strong pitch for more foreign 
investments in these sectors 
at World Dubai Expo 2020.

Delivering a keynote ad-
dress during the Session on 
“Opportunities in Aerospace, 
Defence and Space Sector 
of Karnataka” at Dubai Expo 
2020 on Sunday, the Large 
and Medium Industries Min-
ister Murugesh Nirani said 
the state has great potential in 
these sectors.

“Karnataka, apart from be-
ing India’s largest Aerospace 
cluster, is also the 2nd largest 
producer of Heavy Electrical 
machinery in India. Benga-

luru alone produces around 
60 per cent of machine tools 
in India. Our State is also the 
2nd largest chip design hub 
in the country. We have set 
up a Center of Excellence in 
partnership with Dassault 
Systems to provide industry-
ready manpower,” Nirani 
said.

Highlighting the thriving 
small scale industries many 
of which are auxiliary to the 
aerospace and defence sec-
tor, minister Nirani said the 
state is providing a support 
system to push these sectors. 
“Karnataka has a strong base 
of around 2000 SMEs that 
carry out niche sub-contract-
ing work in the Aerospace & 
Defence sector. Therefore, 
the well-developed support 

system for the sector has fur-
ther facilitated the expansion 
of this industry while also at-
tracting the global players to 
set up their base in our state,” 
Nirani added.

The minister lauded the 
Dubai Expo 2020 for provid-
ing a forum for states, busi-
ness leaders and other stake-
holders to meet, interact and 
collaborate. 

“I am confident that the di-
alogues and exchange of ideas 
that started on this platform 
will continue and translate 
into wonderful results for us 
to witness. 

I am positive that the up-
coming Indian start-ups will 
learn from the experiences of 
the seasoned players and use 
their journey as the guiding 

path for their decisions in the 
future,” Nirani said.

Earlier in the day he held a 
series of Business to Govern-
ment (B2G) meetings with 
the business delegations of 
top companies at Karnataka 
Pavilion in Dubai Expo 2020 
here. 

The minister, who is keen 
to make most of the event in 
his packed schedule, wooed 
the business leaders to make 
investments in Karnataka by 
briefing about the business 
ecosystem and excellent op-
portunities in the state.

The minister held a Busi-
ness to Government (B2G) 
meeting with United Parcel 
Service (UPS) company del-
egation headed by Rachid 
Fergati, Managing Director, 

Middle East and Indian Sub-
continent, Christina Struller, 
Vice President public policy. 
UPS is one of the world’s larg-
est package delivery compa-
nies and a premier provider of 
global supply chain solutions.

Murugesh Nirani also held 
talks with Dawood Al Sheza-
wi, President, Annual Invest-
ment Meeting (AIM). Walid 
Farghal, Director General, 
AIM and others were pres-
ent. The AIM is an initiative of 
the UAE Ministry of Economy 
designed to provide a frame-
work for global exchange on 
the key principles underpin-
ning international investment 
policies, strategies and prac-
tices for sustainable develop-
ment to achieve smart and 
inclusive global growth.

Chennai, Oct 18 (IANS) 
Transparency is certainly at 
a premium in cash-rich In-
surance Regulatory and De-
velopment Authority of India 
(IRDAI) that had earned over 
about Rs 268 crore during 
FY20, mostly from policy-
holders and has fixed deposits 
of over Rs 1,450 crore, a senior 
official said.

While prescribing the de-
tailed public disclosure norms 
for insurers, the IRDAI does 
not disclose its full accounts 
in its annual reports, an offi-
cial, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, told IANS.

The IRDAI’s annual report 
for 2019-20 does not contain 
its full accounts: Receipts and 
Payments Account, Income 
and Expenditure Account, 
and the Balance Sheet.

An official told IANS that 
for fiscal 2019-20, the IRDAI 
had earned a total income of 

about Rs 268 crore and the 
excess of income over expen-
diture was a whopping Rs 
102.44 crore. The IRDAI’s as-
set side of the balance sheet 
for FY20 is about Rs 1,805 
crore of which Rs 1,644.59 
crore consists of investments/
fixed deposits, current as-
sets (cash and bank balances, 
loans and advances, and oth-
ers), the official added.

The Central government 
has been asking the IRDAI to 
transfer its funds to the Public 
Account of India and with-
draw a specified amount at 
the beginning of the fiscal.

However, the IRDAI has re-
fused to do that.

Twenty years ago, when 
the IRDAI was set up, its rev-
enue sources were structured 
in such a way so that it is fi-
nancially independent of the 
Central government.

Major source of the IRDAI’s 

revenue is from the annual 
licence renewal fee paid by 
insurers.

The insurers pay 1/20th of 
one per cent of the gross di-
rect premium underwritten in 
India subject to a minimum 
of Rs 500,000 and a maximum 
of Rs 10 crore.

Industry officials told IANS 
that IRDAI should utilise its 
whopping accumulated funds 

for the benefit of the industry 
like studying the catastrophic 
loss regions and the measures 
to be taken to avoid/minimise 
the loss of life and property.

Similarly, studies could 
also be done on automobile 
design or road building tech-
nology so that they are safe 
which in turn would mini-
mise accidents and loss of life 
and limb, experts added.

Be that as it may, senior offi-
cials told IANS that the IRDAI 
does not follow the Central 
government’s instructions on 
suo moto disclosures.

According to an official, the 
IRDAI is not sharing informa-
tion about the domestic and 
foreign tours of its officials 
and others.

When information is 
sought by a citizen paying 
requisite fee under the Right 
to Information (RTI) Act, the 
IRDAI, in its reply, provides a 
weblink thereby making the 
former spend more money in 
getting the information.

“Many times, the web link 
will not work,” an IRDAI of-
ficial said.

The IRDAI also avoids many 
RTI questions saying they are 
in the nature of a “query” or 
the information sought is ex-
empted under the RTI Act, the 
official added.

Mumbai, Oct 18 (IANS) 
Positive global cues as well as 
healthy Q2 results pushed eq-
uities higher on Monday.

In the process, S&P BSE 
Sensex made an intraday 
high of 61,894.33 points and 
the NSE Nifty50 touched 
18,524.40 points.

The two indices had a gap-
up opening and held on to the 
initial gains encouraged by 
positive global cues.

Consequently, the 30-scrip 
sensitive index traded at 
61,772.72 points around 11.25 
a.m., up 466.77 points or 0.76 
per cent. The Sensex opened 
at 61,817.32 points from its 
previous close of 61,305.95 

points. Besides, the NSE 
Nifty50 traded at 18,496.10 
points, up by 157.55 points or 
0.86 per cent.

It opened at 18,500.10 
points from its previous close 
of 18,338.55 points. “The In-
dian benchmark started with 
a gap up opening amid posi-
tive global clues,” said Gaurav 
Garg, Head of Research at 
CapitalVia Global Research.

“Traders will be taking en-
couragement as Minister of 
State for External Affairs said 
The indian economy is bounc-
ing back strongly, domestic 
consumption is increasing 
and industrial production is at 
pre-Covid level.”

Saudi fast-food franchise 
operator Alamar Foods con-
siders IPO, sources say

DUBAI, Oct 18 (Reuters) - 
Saudi Arabia’s Alamar Foods, 
the regional franchise opera-
tor for Domino’s Pizza, is con-
sidering an initial public offer-
ing (IPO) that would allow The 
Carlyle Group sell some of its 
stake, three sources familiar 
with the matter said.

Alamar Foods has hired 
HSBC to arrange the share 
sale, the sources told Reuters. 
They said deliberations were 
at an early stage and no final 
decision had been made.

Alamar Foods did not im-
mediately respond to a re-
quest for comment. HSBC 
declined to comment. Carlyle, 
which has $276 billion in as-
sets under management and 
holds 42 percent of Alamar, 
did not respond to a request 
for comment.

Alamar is the master op-
erator for the U.S. pizza chain, 

with 455 stores in the Middle 
East, North Africa and Paki-
stan. It also has the franchise 
rights for U.S. chain Dunkin’ 
Donuts in North Africa.Carlyle 
invested in Alamar in 2011, ac-
quiring a 42 percent stake for 
an undisclosed amount from 
the AlJammaz family.

The sources said Carlyle 
would use the IPO to stage a 
partial exit, with one source 
saying it planned to sell about 
30 percent. AlJammaz family 
aimed to retain their majority 
ownership, the sources said.

Private equity firms gener-
ally seek to exit their invest-
ments five to seven years af-
ter buying in. Saudi Arabia’s 
food and beverage industry 
is the largest in the Middle 
East, consultancy JLL said in 
a report last year. The Saudi 
Arabian General Authority for 
Investment (SAGIA) estimated 
that spending on food service 
would grow by 6 percent a 
year over the next five years.

Mumbai, Oct 18 (IANS) 
Healthy buying in metals as 
well as IT sectors’ counters 
buoyed India’s equity market 
on Monday. In the process, 
S&P BSE Sensex made an in-
traday high of 61,963.07 points 
and the NSE Nifty50 touched 
18,543.15 points. The current 
bull-run became the longest 
winning streak for the equity 
market since August 31.

The two indices -- S&P BSE 
Sensex and NSE Nifty50 -- had 
a gap-up opening and held on 
to their gains encouraged by 
healthy quarterly results.

Globally, Asian markets 
were largely down following 
inflation worries due to surg-
ing energy prices and slowing 
growth in China.

Similarly, European mar-
kets headed lower on Monday 
morning in London, com-
pounding jitters following 
GDP data in China that missed 
expectations. On the domes-
tic front, volumes on the NSE 
crossed Rs 1 lakh crore mark, 
power, metals and IT were the 
main sectoral gainers whereas 
healthcare and telecom were 
the main losers.

The 30-scrip sensitive index 
traded at 61,765.59 points, up 
459.64 points, or 0.75 per cent.

The NSE Nifty50 traded at 

18,477.05 points, up by 138.50 
points or 0.76 per cent. “Nifty 
rose on very high volumes. 
Advance decline ratio closed 
in the positive towards the day 
end but was lower than the 
morning levels,” HDFC Secu-
rities’ Head of Retail Research, 
Deepak Jasani, said.

“Nifty is now overbought 
on daily charts. Tuesday is 
the eighth day in this uptrend 
and eight is also a ‘Fibonacci 
number’ that could denote a 
change in trend for the near 
term. The 18,600-mark on the 
Nifty is anyway a resistance 
while 18,350 is a support.”

Motilal Oswal Financial Ser-
vices’s Head, Retail Research, 
Siddhartha Khemka said: 
“Festive mood continued to 
remain in Dalal Street with 
markets touching new highs. 
Positive sentiments globally 
and good quarterly corporate 
results have kept the inves-
tors’ interest sanguine.”

“Rise in global commodity 
prices continued which sup-
ported metals stocks while 
raising fears of adverse impact 
on inflation and interest rate.”

Geojit Financial Services’ 
Head of Research Vinod Nair 
said: “The domestic market 
traded at record highs with-
standing the weak trends.

RIYADH: Leading financial ana-
lysts from Morgan Stanley have 
admitted they got it “wrong” after 
Saudi stocks outperformed expec-
tations over the past 18 months.

“MSCI Saudi Arabia has been 
the best performing major country 
-- in the world -- this year and was 
also one of the best performing 
last year,” Morgan Stanley analysts 
wrote in a note on Monday, double 
upgrading their recommendation 
on the country to overweight.

“Having been underweight since 
May 2020, we’ve clearly gotten this 
one wrong,” they said, according 
to Bloomberg.

The benchmark Tadawul All 
Share Index has surged to its high-

est since 2006 on the back of soar-
ing oil prices and amid increased 
retail trading activity, and Morgan 
Stanley now thinks high Saudi 
valuations are here to stay as the 
market is more driven by earnings, 
which are forecast to grow. 

While foreign positioning in the 
country remains low, it has started 
to pick up, the analysts also noted. 
They think that banks are the best 
play in the country. 

Saudi Arabia has “one of the 
strongest transmission mecha-
nisms of higher oil prices into eco-
nomic activity of any country in 
the Eastern Europe, Middle East & 
Africa (EEMEA) region,” according 
to the analysts.

Enterprise software developer 
Informatica Inc said on Monday 
it was seeking a valuation of up to 
$9 billion at the top end of its price 
range in its U.S. initial public of-
fering.

The company said it will be sell-
ing 29 million shares priced be-
tween $29 and $32 per share. At 
the top end of that range, the IPO 
will rake in $928 million in pro-

ceeds.
Redwood City, California-based 

Informatica, which follows a sub-
scription-based model, was taken 
private by a consortium that in-
cluded private equity firm Permira 
Advisers Ltd and Canada Pension 
Plan Investment Board.

Goldman Sachs & Co and J.P. 
Morgan are the lead underwriters 
for the IPO.

20 (UNI)

20 (UNI)

20 (UNI)

20 (UNI)

20 (UNI)

20 (UNI)
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) US drug makers Pfizer and 
Moderna have, in different 
studie,s claimed that protec-
tion from their mRNA vaccine 
against Covid-19 can last only 
for about six months, or a little 
more, pitching a strong case for 
booster shots -- ignoring the 
calls against it by a slew of sci-
entists. On Wednesday, Mod-
erna in a new analysis from 
its phase three study showed 
that a low dose of the Moder-

na vaccine lasts for at least six 
months. The findings showed 
that the incidence of break-
through Covid cases was less 
frequent in participants who 
were more recently inoculated, 
indicating that immunity for 
people vaccinated earlier had 
started to wane.

Out of 11,431 people vacci-
nated between December and 
March, 88 were identified as 
breakthrough cases compared 

with 162 breakthrough cases 
out of 14,746 trial participants 
vaccinated in July through Oc-
tober of last year, the company 
said in a release.

"The increased risk of break-
through infections in partici-
pants who were vaccinated 
last year compared to more 
recently illustrates the impact 
of waning immunity and sup-
ports the need for a booster to 
maintain high levels of protec-

tion," Moderna CEO Stephane 
Bancel said in a statement.

Similarly, on Wednesday, 
Pfizer cited Israel data to make 
a case to the US Food and Drug 
Administration for boosters. 
The US drug giant argued that 
a third dose of the Covid vac-
cine six months after a sec-
ond shot restores protection 
from infection to 95 per cent, 
CNBC reported. While the ef-
fectiveness of the mRNA vac-

cine wanes over time, a booster 
shot was shown to elicit an 
immune response similar to 
the protection generated after 
a second dose, Pfizer said in a 
52-page presentation submit-
ted to the US FDA. While many 
countries like Israel, the UAE, 
Russia, France, Germany, and 
Italy have proceeded with the 
booster doses, many scientists 
have called against the third 
Covid shot.Last week.

Covid vax protection wane over time, boosters important: Pfizer, Moderna

With people continuing 
to work remotely due to the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandem-
ic, doctors are seeing rising 
cases of new or worsening 
back, neck, and shoulder pain 
among young adults.

Sick scapula syndrome, also 
known as Scapular Dyskine-
sis, is the abnormal function-
ality/flexibility of the scapula 
(shoulder bone) inside the 
shoulder joint.

"Post the onset of WFH 
culture and lockdown amidst 
the pandemic, there has been 
a 20-25 per cent increase in 
cases of Sick Scapula Syn-
drome in young people aged 
30-45 years," Dr Raghu Naga-
raj, Senior Consultant, Ortho-
paedics and Bone and Joint 
Surgery, Fortis Hospital, Cun-
ningham Road, Bengaluru, 
told IANS.

Usually, athletes have a 
higher prevalence of scapu-

lar dyskinesis of about 61 per 
cent as compared with non-
athletes. However, the cur-
rent work from home culture 

(WFH) with poor sitting pos-
ture or continued sitting for 
hours without break have led 
to such cases among common 

working people.
The most common symp-

toms are pain and difficulty 
moving the shoulder or arm.

"The number of cases of 
musculoskeletal issues either 
due to inactivity or over exer-
cise have been seen through-
out the lockdown. And the 
ones related to bad posture 
are being seen, especially now 
when offline physical sitting 
in offices has started and the 
posture changes that we had 
adapted our bodies to dur-
ing work from home, need to 
be changed," Dr Shubhang 
Aggarwal, Orthopaedic and 
Robotic Joint Replacement 
Surgeon and Founder, NHS 
Hospital, Jalandhar, told 
IANS.

"The incidence of Sick 
scapula syndrome, especially 
in the IT professionals, recep-
tion and desk workers has sur-
prisingly increased and need 
sharp observation to diag-
nose. Once suspected, aggres-
sive behavioural modification 
with exercise can help," he 

added.
The shoulder joint is some-

what like a ball-and-socket 
joint and comprises three 
bones: the humerus (up-
per arm bone), the scapula 
(shoulder bone), and the clav-
icle (collarbone). The highest 
point of the humerus shapes 
the ball that sits inside the 
glenoid of the scapula.

While a mind-boggling ar-
rangement of muscles and 
ligaments -- including the 
rotator cuff -- holds this ball-
and-socket up, the scapula 
goes about as an anchor site 
for different muscles around 
the shoulder. The shoulder 
bone (acromion) likewise con-
nects to the clavicle to make 
the acromioclavicular (AC) 
joint. "In a work-from-home 
setting, poor posture at work 
and prolonged movement of 
muscles may strain the scap-
ula or the adjoining areas. Be-

ing mindful about restoring 
good posture -- standing and 
sitting properly -- while per-
forming everyday activities, 
warm up and cool down pro-
cesses before and after exer-
cises, respectively, and avoid-
ing a range of motion when 
lifting, especially overhead 
may be of help," Dr Rajat Ma-
hajan, Spine surgeon, Indian 
Spinal Injuries Centre, New 
Delhi, told IANS. While sed-
entary work cannot be done 
away with, people must take 
adequate measures such as 
exercising daily, maintaining 
the right posture and taking 
breaks from their seats in be-
tween work. Getting up from 
the seat and walking while 
taking phone calls, not using 
the phone, will ease the issue. 
Opting for a chair that delivers 
both support and comfort can 
also be beneficial, the doctors 
advised.

WORK FROM HOME SPIKES SICK SCAPULA 
SYNDROME AMONG YOUNG ADULTS

Some women say they expe-
rienced period changes after 
getting a Covid-19 vaccination. 
While the reported changes are 
short-lived, research into this 
possible adverse reaction re-
mains critical to the success of 
the vaccination programme, 
according to an editorial pub-
lished in The BMJ. "A link be-
tween menstrual changes after 
Covid-19 vaccination is plausible 
and should be investigated," 
wrote Dr Victoria Male, a repro-
ductive specialist at Imperial 
College London, in the editorial.

Reports of menstrual changes 
after Covid-19 vaccination have 
been made for both mRNA and 
adenovirus-vectored vaccines, 
she added, suggesting that, if 
there is a connection, it is likely 
to be a result of the immune re-
sponse to vaccination, rather 
than to a specific vaccine com-
ponent, she said.

While changes to periods or 
unexpected vaginal bleeding are 
not listed as common side effects 
of Covid-19 vaccination, more 
than 30,000 such reports have 
been made to the UK Medicines 
and Healthcare Products Regula-
tory Agency (MHRA) surveillance 
scheme for adverse drug reac-
tions till September 2.

However, most people find 
that their period returns to nor-
mal the following cycle and, im-
portantly, there is no evidence 
that Covid-19 vaccination ad-
versely affects fertility, Male said.

The MHRA states that its sur-
veillance data does not sup-
port a link between changes to 
menstrual periods and Covid-19 

vaccines, since the number of 
reports is low in relation to both 
the number of people vaccinated 
and the prevalence of menstrual 
disorders generally.

However, the way in which 
data is collected makes firm con-
clusions difficult, Male noted.

She argued that approaches 
better equipped to compare rates 
of menstrual changes in vacci-
nated versus unvaccinated pop-
ulations are needed, and pointed 

to the study that the US National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) has 
undertaken.Indeed, the men-
strual cycle may be affected by 
the body's immune response to 
the virus itself, with one study 
showing menstrual disruption in 
around a quarter of women in-
fected with SARS-CoV2. If a link 
between vaccination and men-
strual changes is confirmed, this 
will allow individuals seeking 
vaccination.

'Menstrual changes after 
Covid vax plausible, must 

be investigated' Good amount of Vita-
min D in the body before 
Covid-19 infection can 
prevent severe disease 
and death, according to 
an international study. 
A team from Trinity Col-
lege in Ireland, University 
of Edinburgh in Scotland 
and Zhejiang University 
in China for the first time 
looked at both genetical-
ly-predicted and vitamin 
D levels as predicted by 
ultraviolet B (UVB) radia-
tion -- key for vitamin D 
production in the skin.

When comparing the 
two variables, research-
ers found that correlation 
with measured vitamin 
D concentration in the 
circulation was three-
fold stronger for UVB-
predicted vitamin D level, 
compared to genetical-
ly-predicted.The paper, 
published in the journal 
Scientific Reports, sug-
gests that vitamin D may 
protect against severe Co-

vid-19 disease and death.
"Our study supports 

the recommendation of 
vitamin D supplemen-
tation for not only the 
maintenance of bone and 
muscle health during the 
lockdown, but also the 
potential benefits in rela-
tion to protection from 
Covid-19," said Dr Xue Li, 
a researcher on the study 

from Zhejiang.
"Conducting a prop-

erly designed Covid-19 
randomised controlled 
trial of vitamin D supple-
mentation is critical. Until 
then, given that vitamin 
D supplements are safe 
and cheap, it is definitely 
advisable to take supple-
ments and protect against 
vitamin D deficiency," 

added Professor Lina 
Zgaga, Associate Professor 
in epidemiology, at Trin-
ity's School of Medicine 
Further, ambient UVB ra-
diation at an individual's 
place of residence pre-
ceding Covid-19 infection 
was found to be strongly 
and inversely associated 
with hospitalisation and 
death.

Australian researchers have 
in a groundbreaking study 
identified a 'blood-to-brain 
pathway' that can lead to 
Alzheimer's disease, offer-
ing potential new prevention 
and treatment opportuni-
ties for the debilitating brain 
disorder,which is the most 
prevalent form of demen-
tia globally.The study, led by 
a team at Curtin University 

in Perth, Australia, tested on 
mouse models, identified that a 
probable cause of Alzheimer's 
disease was the leakage from 
blood into the brain of fat-
carrying particles transporting 
toxic proteins. The findings are 
published in the journal PLOS 
Biology."While we previously 
knew that the hallmark feature 
of people living with Alzheim-
er's disease was the progressive 

accumulation of toxic protein 
deposits within the brain called 
beta-amyloid, researchers 
did not know where the amy-
loid originated from, or why it 
deposited in the brain," said 
lead investigator Professor 
John Mamo, Director at Curtin 
Health Innovation Research 
Institute (CHIRI)."Our research 
shows that these toxic protein 
deposits that form in the brains 

of people living with Alzheim-
er's disease most likely leak 
into the brain from fat carrying 
particles in blood, called lipo-
proteins. "This 'blood-to-brain 
pathway' is significant because 
if we can manage the levels in 
blood of lipoprotein-amyloid 
and prevent their leakage into 
the brain, this opens up poten-
tial new treatments to prevent 
Alzheimer's disease.

Vitamin D may protect severe 
Covid infection, death: Study

Australian researchers identify likely cause 
of Alzheimer's disease
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Facebook-owned WhatsApp 
has started testing a new in-
app business directory feature 
to let users find local shops 
and services on the app in 
Brazil. According to Gizmo-
China, currently, the feature is 
undergoing the testing phase 
in Sao Paulo in Brazil and the 
company is looking to soon 
expand the feature to users 
in India and Indonesia.The 
test would include thousands 
of businesses in categories 
like food, retail and local ser-

vices across certain Sao Paulo 
neighbourhoods.Users can 
tap on 'Businesses Nearby' in 
the WhatsApp contact listing, 
which will then show a listing 
of active local business pro-
files. From there, users will be 
able to tap through and view 
the business' full profile, along 
with products and other con-
tact information, the report 
said. This feature is yet an-
other one from Facebook to 
make the e-commerce system 
on WhatsApp stronger as the 

social media giant is working 
hard to convert the messaging 
platform into an e-commerce 
juggernaut. WhatsApp has 
already launched shopping 
tools like product catalogs and 
shopping carts, according to 
the report.Facebook acquired 
WhatsApp in 2014 in a deal 
worth $19 billion but the plat-
form did not have a model to 
monetise its millions of daily 
active users. The company is 
now looking at different ways 
to generate revenue.

WhatsApp testing in-app business 
directory feature in Brazil

 Tech billionaire Elon Musk's 
SpaceX and Amazon founder Jeff 
Bezos' Blue Origin features in the 
list of five US companies NASA se-
lected for making Moon lander de-
signs, the US space agency has said. 
NASA has awarded a total of $146 
million for the contracts, under 
the agency's Artemis programme, 
it said in a statement. Blue Ori-
gin Federation received a value of 
$25.6 million, while SpaceX got $9.4 
million.

The highest award value of $40.8 
million was bagged by Dynetics, a 
Leidos company, followed by Lock-
heed Martin at $35.2 million, and 
Northrop Grumman at $34.8 mil-
lion. Over the next 15 months, the 
selected companies will develop 
lander design concepts, evaluating 
their performance, design, con-
struction standards, mission as-
surance requirements, interfaces, 

safety, crew health accommoda-
tions, and medical capabilities. 
The companies will also mitigate 

lunar lander risks by conduct-
ing critical component tests and 
advancing the maturity of key 

technologies."Establishing a long-
term human presence on the Moon 
through recurring services using 
lunar landers is a major Artemis 
goal," said Kathy Lueders, NASA's 
associate administrator for Hu-
man Exploration and Operations 
at Headquarters in Washington, in 
the statement."This critical step 
lays the foundation for US leader-
ship in learning more about the 
Moon and for learning how to live 
and work in deep space for future 
missions farther into the solar 
system," Lueders added. These 
awards are separate from the Hu-
man Landing System contract 
that was given to SpaceX earlier 
this year -- which continues to be 
under dispute to a government 
watchdog. NASA's Artemis mis-
sions include landing the first 
woman and first person of colour 
on the lunar surface.

SpaceX, Blue Origin to make Moon 
lander design for NASA

Scientists at NASA have 
found evidence that a 
region of northern Mars 
called Arabia Terra expe-
rienced thousands of "su-
per eruptions," the big-
gest volcanic eruptions 
known, over a 500 million 
year period.

Spewing water vapour, 
carbon dioxide, and sul-
phur dioxide into the 
air, these explosions tore 
through the Martian sur-
face about 4 billion years 
ago, according to scien-

tists' estimates, reported 
in the journal Geophysi-
cal Research Letters.

"Each one of these 
eruptions would have 
had a significant cli-
mate impact -- maybe 
the released gas made 
the atmosphere thicker 
or blocked the Sun and 
made the atmosphere 
colder," said Patrick 
Whelley, a geologist at 
NASA's Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Green-
belt, Maryland.

"Modelers of the Mar-
tian climate will have 
some work to do to try to 

understand the impact of 
the volcanoes," he added.

After blasting the 

equivalent of 400 million 
Olympic-size swimming 
pools of molten rock and 
gas through the surface 
and spreading a thick 
blanket of ash up to thou-
sands of miles from the 
eruption site, a volcano of 
this magnitude collapses 
into a giant hole called 
a "caldera". Calderas, 
which also exist on Earth, 
can be dozens of miles 
wide. Seven calderas in 
Arabia Terra were the first 
giveaways that the region 

may once have hosted 
volcanoes capable of su-
per eruptions, the team 
found. The team's analy-
sis followed up on the 
work of other scientists 
who earlier suggested 
that the minerals on the 
surface of Arabia Terra 
were volcanic in origin.

A 2013 study was the 
first to propose that these 
basins were volcanic cal-
deras. "We read that pa-
per and were interested in 
following up, but instead 

of looking for volcanoes 
themselves, we looked 
for the ash, because you 
can't hide that evidence," 
Whelley said.

The team used images 
from MRO's Compact 
Reconnaissance Imaging 
Spectrometer for Mars to 
identify the minerals in 
the surface. Looking in 
the walls of canyons and 
craters from hundreds to 
thousands of miles from 
the calderas, where the 
ash would have been car-

ried by wind, they iden-
tified volcanic minerals 
turned to clay by water, 
including montmoril-
lonite, imogolite, and al-
lophane. Then, using im-
ages from MRO cameras, 
the team made three-
dimensional topographic 
maps of Arabia Terra.By 
laying the mineral data 
over the topographic 
maps of the canyons and 
craters analysed, the re-
searchers could see in the 
mineral-rich.

Thousands of massive, ancient volcanic eruptions on Mars: NASA

South Korean game de-
veloper Krafton on Thurs-
day announced that PUBG: 
New State has officially se-
cured more than 40 million 
pre-registrations on Google 
Play and App Store follow-
ing its second Alpha Test 
in 28 countries last month. 
Krafton recently opened 
pre-orders in India, which 

contributed to the surge in 
pre-registrations, the com-
pany said in a statement. 
"We have been able to 
achieve this level of success 
because of fan enthusiasm 
globally and their belief in 
PUBG Studios work," said 
Minkyu Park, Executive 
Producer of PUBG: New 
State."We are now focused 

on taking the valuable feed-
back we received during 
PUBG: New State's second 
Alpha Test and polishing 
the game before its official 
launch later this year," 
Park added.The company 
also announced that it will 
formally reveal PUBG: New 
State's official launch date 
in October. 

'PUBG: New State' surpasses 40 mn 
pre-registrations globally

Inspiration4: SpaceX's 
all-civilian mission 

launches to orbit

 Inspiration4, run by tech billion-
aire Elon Musk's SpaceX, has launched 
its first all-civilian mission to orbit on 
Thursday. SpaceX's charity-driven mis-
sion named Inspiration4 lifted off at 8:02 
p.m. EDT Wednesday (5.30 am India 
time Thursday) aboard SpaceX's Falcon 
9 rocket and Dragon spacecraft from 
historic Launch Complex 39A at NASA's 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida. It is 
commanded by tech entrepreneur Jared 
Isaacman and joined by Medical Officer 
Haley Arceneaux, a physician assistant 
at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital 
and pediatric cancer survivor; Mission 
Specialist Chris Sembroski, an Air Force 
veteran and aerospace data engineer; 
and Mission Pilot Dr. Sian Proctor, a geo-
scientist, entrepreneur, and trained pilot.

"Liftoff of @Inspiration4X! Go Falcon 9! 
Go Dragon!," SpaceX shared in a tweet. 
"Congratulations, #Inspiration4! Proud 
to provide the launchpad from @NASAK-
ennedy for the first spaceflight with an 
all-private crew. Today's launch repre-
sents a significant milestone in the quest 
to make space for everybody," added 
NASA in a tweet.

SpaceX is targeting a five-hour launch 
window.The crew will orbit Earth aboard 
SpaceX's Crew Dragon capsule every 90 
minutes along a customised flight path. 

The three-day mission will target ap-
proximately a 575 km orbit, flying farther 
from Earth than any human spaceflight 
since the Hubble Space Telescope repair 
missions. Upon conclusion of the three-
day journey, Dragon and the Inspiration4 
crew will re-enter Earth's atmosphere 
for a soft water landing off the coast of 
Florida.The Dragon has a dome window, 
inspired by the Cupola on the Interna-
tional Space Station, and will provide 
the crew with incredible views of Earth, 
according to the Inspiration4 team. The 
Inspiration4 mission marks SpaceX's lat-
est private astronaut mission. "The #In-
spiration4 launch reminds us of what can 
be accomplished when we partner with 
private industry! A commercial capability 
to fly private missions is the culmination 
of NASA's vision with @Commercial_
Crew," Bill Nelson, NASA Administrator 
tweeted.

CEO Musk visited the crew before 
launch. "Thank you for visiting our #In-
spiration4 crew before their departure 
to Launch Complex 39A," Inspiration4 
tweeted.

Inspiration4's goal is to inspire hu-
manity and raise money for St. Jude Chil-
dren's Research Hospital.

During their multi-day journey in or-
bit, the Inspiration4 crew will partake in 

Video-streaming giant You-
Tube has said that more than 20 
million Indians streamed You-
Tube content on their connected 
TVs, over 40 per cent growth 
since May last year.

Moreover, high growth in watch 
times of cricket, comedy, beauty 
and educational content through 
Connected TV underscores the 
increasing preference of users to 
tune into YouTube from their liv-
ing rooms.

Overall, 85 per cent viewers 
used the platform more than ever 
since the outbreak of Covid-19. 
And, 93 per cent of YouTube 
viewers prefer watching content 
in Indic languages, the company 
said in its annual event Brand-
cast. With 85 per cent of video 
viewers coming to YouTube to 
learn or improve their skills and 
channels such as 'StudyIQ' and 
'Don't Memorise' among many 

others garnering sizable sub-
scription bases, increasingly, 
YouTube is empowering one of 
the largest learner communities 
in the country, the company said.
In line with this, watch times of 

career videos have also grown 
by more than 60 per cent in May 
2021 when compared to the same 
time last year. The platform said 
it is now experiencing the emer-
gence and growth of several new 

verticals within learning such as 
farming, finance, food, and en-
gineering. Furthermore, existing 
verticals like technology, beauty, 
and comedy are evolving to serve 
hyper-local content in regional 
languages. With YouTube users 
increasingly utilising the platform 
for product awareness, research 
and demos, brands are tapping 
into this unique cross-section of 
demand and engagement to tar-
get their customers where they 
spend time, as per the company.

Today, more than 140 YouTube 
channels have over 10 million 
subscribers -- making the plat-
form an asset in every marketer's 
arsenal due to its reach and en-
gagement, the company said. 
YouTube creators are also lever-
aging new formats of personalised 
video content, such as YouTube 
Shorts, to unlock imaginative 
ways to tell their stories, it added.

Over 20 mn Indians 
streamed YouTube content 

on connected TVs
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DR SRINIVAS VOORADI

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Hyderabad, October 20: FATER 
Academy of India, Faculties of 
Economics, Management and 
Psychology and Department of 
Public Administration of Kyiv 
National University of Trade 
and Economics of Ukraine are 
jointly organizing a two-day 
International Conference on 
“Public Management and Ad-
ministration at the Present Stage 
of State-Building” virtually on 
the 21st and 22nd October from 
4 p.m. onwards on the two days, 
according to General Secretary 
of FATER Academy of India Prof.
Pankaj Srivastava, Head of the 
Department of Public Admin-
istration of Kyiv University of 
Ukraine Prof.Natalia Novikova 
and Secretary of FAI Telangana 
Chapter Secretary Dr.Srinivas 
Vooradi. According to a press 
release here on Wednesday, 
some of the theme areas of the 
Conference are Economic-
Mathematical Methods and 
Models in Management, Local 
Self-Government Conditions of 
Decentralization, Public Man-

agement in Economic Processes 
during the COVID-19 Pandem-
ic, Public Governance in the 
Implementation of the Sustain-
able Development Strategy till 
2030, Public Management in the 
Digital Society, World Trends of 
Public Management and Cur-
rent Trends of Training of Public 
Management Specialists. 

Prof. Anatolii Mazaraki, Prof. 
Birendra Singh Bisht, Prof.
Premjit Singh, Prof.Svitlana mel-
nychenko, Prof.Kalyan Kumar, 
Prof.Valerly Sal, Prof.Oleksandr 
Miniallo, H.E.Moun Vesana, 
Prof.Chai Ching Tan, Prof.Ninal-
da Zhyvko, prof.Nina Poyda No-
syk, Prof.Arceloni Neusa Volpato 
and Dr Liliana Gurian would be 
the dignitaries and Head of the 
Department of Public Adminis-
tration of Kyiv National Universi-
ty of Trade and Commerce Prof.
Natalia Novikova would be pre-
senting the details of the Confer-
ence while Head of the Depart-
ment of Public Administration 
of Kyiv National University Prof.
Natalia Novikova and Vice Presi-
dent of FAI from the Department 
of Accounting and Audit of Hun-

garian College of Higher Educa-
tion of Ukraine Prof.Nina Poyda-
Nosyk would be introducing the 
dignitaries. Vice Chancellor of 
Sun Rise University of Rajasthan 
Prof.Kalyan Kumar and Dean of 
the Faculty of Economics, Man-
agement and Psychology of Kyiv 
National University Prof.Olek-
sandr Miniallo would be partici-
pating as the Guests of Honour. 
They further said that Rector of 
the Academy of Pedagogical Sci-
ences of Ukraine and President 
of FATER Academy of India and 
former Vice Chancellor of GB 
Pant University of Agriculture 
and Technology of Uttarakhand 
Prof.BS Bisht would be releasing 
the Conference Proceedings.

Forum for Advanced Train-
ing in Education and Research 
Academy of India (FAI) func-
tions under FATER Trust from 
Kanyakumari of Tamil Nadu, 
said Prof.Pankaj Srivastava and 
added, “The aim of FAI is to pro-
vide a platform to the younger 
generation especially from the 
Southern part of India with for-
mal exposure and emerging fac-
ulty members.”

FAI TO ORGANIZE TWO-DAY 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

ONLINE FROM OCTOBE R 21 TO 22

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2021
Email : thesouthindiatimes@yahoo.in / (H.O) Hyderabad

STATE

DR SRINIVAS VOORADI

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Hyderabad, Oct 20: Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao instructed the police and 
excise officials to wipe out 
Opium’s illegal cultivation, 
usage and stamp it down 
with firm feet. The CM ad-
dressed the high level meet-
ing of officials from these 
two departments at Pragathi 
Bhavan here on Wednesday.

The CM said with reports 
that the usage of cannabis 
(Ganja) was on the increase, 
there was an urgent need to 
declare all out war against 
the drug abuse. The CM said 
before the situation would 
go out of hands and become 
severe one should be on 
alert. He instructed the offi-
cials concerned to prepare a 
comprehensive action plan 
to totally eradicate the ganja 
production.

“We have achieved Telan-
gana State after a long fight. 
We have achieved several tar-
gets with development as the 
sole aim. With the develop-
ment that we have achieved 
in the agriculture sector, 
crops are being cultivated in 
1.30 Crore acres. The state 
is marching ahead of Pun-
jab in the agriculture sector. 
Through Mission Bhagiratha, 
safe and pure drinking water 
is supplied to even remote 
villages in the forest areas. 
We have achieved a wonder-

ful result in the power sector. 
Whatever we have aspired to 
during the Telangana state-
hood movement, we have 
been fulfilling and marching 
ahead. We have won appre-
ciation within the country 
and world over. 99 percent of 
the worldwide corporations 
are investing huge funds in 
the state. It is due to the ex-
cellent law and order situa-
tion that our police with their 
professional skills and capa-
bilities are maintaining, we 
are able to attract such huge 
investments,” the CM said.

“We have successfully 
controlled extremism in 
the state. Behind this vic-
tory, there are sacrifices from 

the police force. They have 
waged a valiant fight. With 
this, the prestige and respect 
of the state has gone up. It is 
unfortunate that while the 
state is making rapid strides 
in development, the avail-
ability of the banned drugs 
has increased,” the CM 
added. “If we do not remove 
this malady, there is a danger 
that the results of all the vic-
tories that we have registered 
so far will go to waste. The 
police and Excise depart-
ment officials should take a 
serious note of these warn-
ing bells. I have convened 
this high level meeting with 
a lot of pain and concern. 
One can assess the situation 

based on the reports that the 
estranged youth are forming 
WhatsApp groups, exchang-
ing messages and taking 
drugs. Innocent youth are 
becoming prey to the drug 
peddlers. Due to usage of 
the banned drugs, the men-
tal situation of youth will be 
harmed and it may lead to 
some of them committing 
suicides. De-addiction is a 
complicated and long pro-
cedure. The government is 
ready to provide anything to 
you to control this. Eradicate 
the Ganja mafia and don’t 
spare the criminals whoever 
they may be,” the CM said.

The CM wanted the con-
stitution of a special Cell 

with DG level officer as the 
head. The CM instructed the 
Excise Commissioner Sarfraj 
Ahmed to strengthen the 
Enforcement Wing and the 
flying squads. He wanted 
special surveillance at the 
educational institutions. The 
CM wanted an increase in 
the number of check posts at 
the State borders, strength-
ening of the communication 
network and providing the 
required vehicles. He wanted 
the State Intelligence depart-
ment to form a special wing. 
The CM made it clear that 
the officials who would help 
get good results in eradicat-
ing Ganja, would be given 
cash awards, rewards and 

special promotions.
“Telangana police are re-

garded as the best police. 
Keep it up. Study the places 
in the country where Ganja 
is controlled effectively. Il-
licit liquor and playing cards 
clubs are again coming up in 
the State. In the past, women 
have appreciated the way 
the state government has 
controlled the playing cards 
clubs. Take stringent mea-
sures so that this malady is 
not surfaced again in the so-
ciety. Playing cards should 
end in the State. We have 
earned name in development 
and welfare sectors in the 
country. The police and ex-
cise department should work 
in coordination and enhance 
the state’s prestige by totally 
eradicating this drug menace 
and even the seeds of the can-
nabis should not be found in 
the State. Make our State as 
the drug-free State,” the CM 
instructed.Home Minister 
Mahmood Ali, Excise Minis-
ter V. Srinivas Goud, former 
Minister Kadiam Srihari, 
Government’s Chief Advisor 
Rajiv Sharma, Chief Secre-
tary Somesh Kumar, Advisor 
(Home department) Anurag 
Sharma, DGP M Mahender 
Reddy, CM Principal Secre-
tary S Narsing Rao, Secretar-
ies Smita Sabharwal, Ses-
hadri, Rahul Bojja, Bhoopal 
Reddy, Rajsekhar Reddy and 
others participated.

CM KCR asks Police and Excise officials 
told to make the State drug-free
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Mangaluru, Oct 20: ISPOR NITE 
(Deemed to be University) Stu-
dent Chapter and Dept. of Phar-
macy Practice, NGSM Institute 
of Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
Mangaluru are jointly organiz-
ing the 2nd International Vir-
tual Conference on “Advances 
in Health Economics and Out-
comes Research” from October 
21 to 22. According to the press 
release, the theme of the confer-
ence theme is ‘Broadening the 
Economic View and Approach 

towards Patient Safety’. The re-
source persons are Dr. Michael 
Katz from the University of Ari-
zona, USA, Dr. Khalid M. Kamal 
from the West Virginia Univer-
sity, USA, Dr. Akram Ahmad 
from the University of Sydney, 
Australia, Tushar Srivastava from 
the University of Sheffield, UK, 
Dr. Dixon Thomas from the Gulf 
Medical University, UAE and 
Dr. Amit Dang from MarksMan 
Healthcare Communications, 
India, the press release added. E-
Certificates will be issued to the 

registered participants on suc-
cessful completion of the Confer-
ence, besides cash prizes for the 
best e-posters and oral presenta-
tions.   Vice-Chancellor of  NITTE 
(Deemed to be University) Prof. 
(Dr.) Satheesh Kumar Bhandary, 
, will be inaugurating the virtual 
conference on 21st October 2021 
at 9.00 am. while the Chairman 
for the Conference is Principal, 
NGSMIPS, Nitte (DU) Prof. (Dr.) 
C. S. Shastry  Convener is Dr. 
Uday Venkat Mateti, and the Or-
ganizing Secretary.

DR SRINIVAS VOORADI
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Jangaon, Oct 20: Stating that the Telan-
gana government led by Chief Minister 
K Chandrashekhar Rao is striving for ru-
ral development, Minister for Panchayat 
Raj Errabelli Dayakar Rao said that rural 
development is a nation’s development.
Inaugurating the  Gram Panchayat office 
building constructed at a cost of Rs 20 
lakh at Banjara village in Devaruppula 
Mandal in the district on Wednesday, he 
alleged that the previous governments 
had neglected the villages.

“We are taking several measures 
for the development of the rural ar-
eas with a special thrust to the farm 

sector. We have improved the irriga-
tion facilities by constructing huge 

projects, tanks, and check dams. We 
are offering subsidies for the drying 
platforms, implementing the Rythu 
Bheema insurance, 24-hour electric-
ity supply free of cost, and support 
price for various crops with a focus 
on farmer welfare,” he said, adding 
that  Mission Bhagiratha is providing 
safe drinking water to the people in 
villages and towns.  “For the elderly, 
widows, the disabled, elderly artists,  
ASARA pensions are being depos-
ited in their accounts without any 
hindrance even during corona pan-
demic,” he said.

NITTE’S NGSM INSTITUTE OF PHARMACEUTICAL 
SCIENCES TO ORGANIZE TWO-DAY INTERNATIONAL 

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE ON OCT 21 AND 22 Rural development is nation’s development: Minister Errabelli
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Bhadradri Kothagudem, Oct 
20: Kothagudem DSP Gudla 
Venkateshwara Babu in-
spected the performance of 
Sujatanagar police station un-
der the sub-division and de-
tails of various pending cases. 
Chunchupalli CI Guruswamy, 
Sujatanagar SI Srinivas, and 
other police personnel were 
present. Speaking on the oc-
casion, the DSP said that strict 
action should be taken against 
the anti-social elements and 

asked the officials to act re-
sponsibly. “Cyber criminals 
are trying to steal money from 
the bank accounts of inno-
cent people in various ways,” 
he said and added that every-
one should work responsibly 

to bring the perpetrators to 
justice and do justice to the 
victims. He urged the police 
personnel to earn good name 
to the police department by 
being available to the people 
and work hard to redress.

Hyderabad, Oct 20 (UNI) 
Gold donations continued to 
pour in for Telangana's Ya-
dadri temple as infrastructure 
major Megha Engineering and 
Infrastructures Ltd (MEIL) on 
Wednesday announced dona-
tion of six kg of gold.

Corporate houses, business-
men, public representatives 
and politicians have so far 
donated nearly 30 kg gold in 
response to Chief Minister K. 
Chandrashekar Rao's call.

After a visit to the renovated 
temple of SriALakshmi Nara-
simha Swamy at Yadadri on 
Tuesday, the Chief Minister 
announced the first dona-
tion of 1 kg 16 tolas gold to the 

temple on behalf of his family. 
The temple, which will reopen 
for devotees on March 28 next 
year, requires 125 kg gold for 
gold plating works of Vimana 
Gopuram."We feel humble and 
privileged to donate to the Sri 
Yadradri Lakhsmi Narasimha 
Swamy temple tower (Vimana 

Gopuram) gold plating. We will 
soon hand over six kg of gold 
or a cheque equal to that. We 
believe the temple will become 
one of the most picturesque 
with the Chief Minister's idea 
and vision," MEIL Director B. 
Srinivas Reddy said.

This is the biggest dona-
tion announced so far. Het-
ero Group Chairman B. Par-
thasaradhi Reddy on Tuesday 
night announced donation 
of 5 kg gold.Prominent busi-
nessman S. V. Ramaraju on 
Wednesday announced one kg 
of gold on behalf of Jala Vihar. 
He thanked the Chief Minis-
ter for making them partners 
in the great renovation pro-

gramme of the Yadadri temple. 
He praised the Chief Minister 
saying in less than a decade, 
he achieved all the greatness 
of emperors who built magnifi-
cent temples.A public repre-
sentative and businesswoman 
from neighbouring Andhra 
Pradesh also announced a do-
nation of one kg gold for the 
temple. Jayamma, a member of 
Zilla Parishad Territorial Con-
stituency (ZPTC) in YSR Kada-
pa district, announced the do-
nation.Several donations were 
announced on Tuesday. Emi-
nent seer Chinna Jeyer Swamy, 
who finalised the muhurat 
for the temple reopening, has 
committed one kg gold for the 

temple from his peetham.
Telangana Labour Minister 

Malla Reddy announced one 
kg gold to the temple on his 
personal behalf and another 
kg gold from people of his con-
stituency Medchal.MP Ranjith 
Reddy, MLCs K. Naveen Ku-
mar, Shambhipur Raju, MLAs 
A. Gandhi, M. Hanumantha 
Rao, M. Krishna Rao and K.P. 
Vivek Anand, all from Med-
chal and Ranga Reddy districts 
came forward to donate six kg 
gold. Nagarkunrool MLA Marri 
Janardhan Reddy announced 
donation of two kg gold while 
Kaveri Seeds MD Bhaskar Rao 
declared one kg gold donation. 
'Namasthe Telangana'.

Kothagudem DSP Venkeshwara Babu asks police officials 
to take action against anti-social elements

GOLD DONATIONS POUR IN FOR TELANGANA'S YADADRI TEMPLE

Samantha Ruth Prabhu 
files defamation cases 

against YouTube channels
Hyderabad, Oct 20 (UNI) Samantha Ruth Prabhu, who re-

cently announced her separation from Akkineni Naga Chai-
tanya, stood up for herself in these tough situations. She has 
now filed defamation cases against some YouTube channels 
for streaming malignant content about her. Suman TV, Telugu 
Popular TV, and a few more YouTube channels will receive le-
gal notices from Samantha, for defaming her image on their re-
spective channels. Also, Samantha has apparently filed a legal 
notice against an advocate named Venkat Rao, who had alleg-
edly spoken about Samantha's marital life and had alleged that 
she had affairs. Post her divorce from Naga Chaitanya, Saman-
tha has been the talk of the town, while she is being targeted by 
internet bullies.

Amaravati, Oct 20 
(UNI) Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister Y. S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy alleged on 
Wednesday that the Op-
position being "unable 
to digest the popularity" 
of his government, is try-
ing to vitiate the peaceful 
atmosphere in the state.

At the launch of Ja-
gananna Thodu Scheme 
which is aimed at provid-
ing financial assistance 
to traditional artisans, 
Reddy lashed out at the 
Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP). He alleged that the 
Opposition would also in-
cite communal violence 
just to derail the govern-
ment's welfare agenda.
Reacting to the attacks on 
TDP offices on Tuesday, 
Reddy said, "the Opposi-
tion leaders were using 
offensive language. It was 
the state-wide reaction of 
those who admire me and 
lost cool on hearing abu-
sive language and misin-
formation being spread 
on television."

TDP spokesman Pat-
tabhi Ram Kommareddy 
hurled abuses at the 
Chief Minister which 
triggered a violent reac-
tion from some people 
who attacked the Op-
position's office in Ama-
ravati and other parts of 

the state.DIsmissing the 
misinformation spread 
by Kommareddy, the 
Chief Minister said that 
his government has nev-
er shown any discrimi-
nation in implementa-
tion of welfare schemes 
on the grounds of caste, 
community, region or 
even party affiliation.

He attributed people's 
support and God's bless-
ings for the victory of the 
YSR Congress Party and 
the defeat of the Opposi-
tion. "Unfortunately the 
Opposition and a sec-
tion of yellow media like 
Eenadu, Andhra Jyothi 
and TV5 are unable to 
digest the love and af-
fection we receive from 
people," he said. Talking 
about the satisfaction he 
gets from serving people 
of his state, he added, "I 
would continue to serve 
the people despite the 
conspiracies and hur-
dles created by the Op-
position."

Opposition trying to 
vitiate atmosphere in 

state: Andhra CM


